
 



 

Contents 

Welcome   Letter   from   the   Chaurs  3 

Introduction   to   the   Chairboard  4 

Introduction   to   the   Comitee  6 

Topic   1  10 

Equal   participation   in   public   and   political   affairs  10 

Introduction  10 

Participation   of   women   in   public   and   political   affairs   –   Background  12 

Defining   key   terms:  13 

Factors   that   hinder   women’s   representation   in   public   and   political   affairs  15 

Indigenous   peoples   and   equal   political   and   public   participation  16 

Persons   with   disabilities   and   equal   political   participation  18 

Civil   society   organizations,   human   rights   defenders      and   equal   political   participation  19 

Conclusion  20 

Questions   a   resolution   should   answer:  20 

Topic   2  22 

Preparing   for   the   aftermath   of   the   Syrian   Civil   War  22 

Introduction  22 

Overview   of   the   parties   envolved  24 

Outlining   the   main   humanitarian   issues  25 

Indiscriminate   Attacks   and   Direct   Attacks   on   Civillians  25 

Torture,   Ill-treatment,   Abduction,   Enforced   Disappearance   &   Unlawful   Killings  25 

Emergence   of   the   Islamic   State   of   Iraq   and   Syria   (ISIS)  26 

Sexual   Slavery  27 

Restricted   Access   of   Humanitarian   Assistance   and   Violence   Agasint   Medical   Personnel
27 

Refugees   and   Displaced   People  29 

Previous   measures   regarding   the   aftermath   of   Syrian   Civil   War  30 

1 
 



 

Conclusion  32 

Questions   a   resolution   should   answer:  32 

Bibliography  34 
 

  

2 
 



 

Welcome   Letter   from   the   Chaurs 

 

On behalf of the chairboard of the Human Rights Council for this year's edition of Hamburg                

Model United Nations, we would like to sincerely welcome you to one of the most               

professional   and   educational   MUNs   in   Europe.  

Between the 30th of November and the 4th of December, at the University of Hamburg, we                

will all be given a chance to express our opinions on globally pressing matters and key                

regional issues, and try to find solutions to such problems. You are entering an incredibly               

dynamic field in which you can address some of the world’s most pressing challenges. A               

broad education is acquired by both curricular and extracurricular activities and by investing             

time and effort into knowledge, the youth can make this world a better place. This conference                

offers a chance to achieve a new level of knowledge and first-hand experience, to make a                

small   step   towards   the   betterment   of   the   world   as   we   know   it.  

These are lifelong skills that all participants will carry with them into their greater lives, and                

will undoubtedly have a positive influence on students’ wider school curricula. From drafting             

complex resolution to giving impassioned speeches on significant world issues, participants           

will be challenged in persuasive writing, public speaking, and caucusing with their fellow             

peers,   among   other   proficiencies.  

We have the honor and the privilege of leading an a group of very motivated and successful                 

young people from all over the world. As we take a look back and review our path leading up                   

until this very moment we can observe that being a part of MUN has had a transforming effect                  

on all of us. We can easily acknowledge that this amazing platform has made us into more                 

critical thinking, confident individuals. However, our task is not an easy one. We will do our                

very best to bring out the very best in you, to guide you and teach you, but also to learn from                     

you. We couldn’t be more grateful to have been given the opportunity to better ourselves by                

helping   you   better   yourselves. 

Finally,   no   matter   what   you   do   in   life,   just   don’t   forget   to   have   fun. 

Yours   sincerely, 

Nevena,   Anastasia   and   Krisshna 
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Introduction   to   the   Chairboard 

 

Nevena   Bracanović 

Nevena Bracanović, Head Chair of the Human Rights        

Council, was born and raised in Belgrade, Serbia. She's         

currently studying business administration law at the       

Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade. Nevena is a         

member of the Marketing and Public Relations committee        

within the UN Club of the University of Belgrade Faculty          

of Law, and a passionate MUNer. Nevena is highly interested in International law, EU/UN              

systems and taxation. At the moment she is doing her internship at the "European Policy               

Centre" in Belgrade. She started her MUN/MEU journey in her home town, where she was               

given the "Best delegate of the European Court of Justice" award at her very first conference.                

Ever since then, she's been a part of MUN/MEUs both as a passionate delegate and a caring                 

chair. She speaks English and French and has a basic knowledge of Spanish and German. She                

loves going out, collecting snow globes and meeting new people and new cultures. This will               

be her first time in Germany, and she will make sure she makes it a memorable experience.                 

She's   looking   forward   to   traveling   to   Hamburg,   and   meeting   all   of   you! 

 

Anastasia   Latenkova 

Anastasia Latenkova, Human Rights Council Co-Chair,      

grew up in Russia. During her last year of high school, she            

completed Future Leaders Exchange program in Upstate       

New York and then moved to Prague. Now she is in her last             

year of International Relations degree in University of New         

York in Prague & SUNY Empire State College. While         

studying in the Czech Republic, Anastasia has discovered        

Model United Nations Society which enhanced her enthusiasm and passion for Human Rights             

matters, conflicts resolution and security studies. Besides her interest in the issues of global              

importance, Anastasia enjoys travelling, postcrossing, extreme metal and hard liquor. She is            

looking forward to working with Nevena, Krisshna and fellow delegates, chairing at            

HAMMUN   and   exploring   Hamburg. 
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Krisshna   Sarswat 

Krisshna Sarswat, Co-Chair- Human Rights Council, is a        

law graduate from one of the National Law Schools in          

India with keen interest in humanitarian diplomacy.       

Krisshna developed his interest in the most formal format         

of debating, Model UN, during his law school years and          

over the years, he has won many accolades in MUNs and           

has presided over committees in some of the best MUN          

conferences in India. During his law school, Krisshna        

served as the Project Executive Officer in Department of International Relations at Alexis             

International   Society. 

He is currently working as Legal Counsel and Negotiator for one of largest internet companies               

in India. Prior to this, Krisshna worked with Thomson Reuters. A well-established name in              

Indian MUN Circuit, Krisshna is rated highly by his delegates and Co-chairs for his subject               

matter knowledge and ability to moderate the sessions with placid demeanor. A            

nomad-at-heart, Krisshna enjoys travelling to off-beat places and trekking. Krisshna loves to            

spend time with his dogs and his horse, Troy. This shall be his first visit to Germany and he is                    

looking   forward   to   work   with   Nevena,   and   Anastasia. 
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Introduction   to   the   Comitee 

Welcome   to   the   Human   Rights   Council 

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system             

responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe             

and for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them.             

It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require its                

attention   throughout   the   year.   It   meets   at   the   UN   Office   at   Geneva. 

The Council was created by the United Nations  General Assembly  on 15 March 2006 by             

resolution 60/251. Its first session took place from 19 to 30 June 2006. One year later, the                

Council adopted its "Institution-building package" to guide its work and set up its procedures              

and   mechanisms. 

Among them were the Universal Periodic Review mechanism which serves to assess the           

human rights situations in all United Nations Member States, the Advisory Committee which            

serves as the Council’s “think tank” providing it with expertise and advice on thematic human               

rights issues and the Complaint Procedure which allows individuals and organizations to bring           

human   rights   violations   to   the   attention   of   the   Council. 
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The Human Rights Council also works with the UN Special Procedures established by the             

former Commission on Human Rights and now assumed by the Council. These are made up               

of special rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts and working groups that           

monitor, examine, advise and publicly report on thematic issues or human rights situations in              

specific   countries. 

The UNHRC addresses human rights-related situations in all UN member states. The UNHRC             

also addresses important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of association and           

assembly, freedom of expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT        

rights,   and   the rights   of   racial   and   ethnic   minorities. 

The UN General Assembly elects the members who occupy the UNHRC's 47 seats. The              

General Assembly takes into account the candidate States’ contribution to the promotion and             

protection of human rights, as well as their voluntary pledges and commitments in this regard.               

The term of each seat is three years, and no member may occupy a seat for more than two                   

consecutive terms. The seats are distributed among the UN's regional groups as follows: 13            

for Africa, 13 for Asia, six for Eastern Europe, eight for Latin America and the Caribbean                

(GRULAC), and seven for the Western European and Others Group (WEOG). The General             

Assembly, via a two-thirds majority, can suspend the rights and privileges of any Council              

member that it decides has persistently committed gross and systematic violations of human             

rights during its term of membership. The resolution establishing the UNHRC states that             

"members elected to the Council shall uphold the highest standards in the promotion and              

protection   of   human   rights".  1

The Human Rights Council, in its resolution 27/24, requested the Office of the United Nations               

High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare a study on best practices,             

experiences and challenges and ways to overcome them with regard to the promotion,             

protection and implementation of the right to participate in public affairs in the context of the                

existing human rights law, with a view to identifying possible elements of principles guiding              

the implementation of that right, in consultation with States, relevant United Nations agencies,             

intergovernmental organizations, the treaty bodies, the special procedures, national human          

rights institutions, non-governmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders. Notes         

1   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx 
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verbales were sent to all relevant stakeholders on 16 January 2015 and 66 responses were               

received.   The   contributions   from   stakeholders   are   available   on   the   OHCHR   website.  2

In paragraph six of its resolution 24/8, the Human Rights Council requested that the Office of                

the High Commissioner for Human Rights prepare a study on factors that impede equal              

political participation and on steps to overcome these challenges. The resolution asks for the              

work of the special procedures, the treaty bodies and other international human rights             

mechanisms   to   be   taken   into   account   in   the   study.  3

Through the adoption of resolution 33/22, the Human Rights Council requested the High            

Commissioner for Human Rights “to prepare concise and action-oriented draft guidelines as a             

set of orientations for States on the effective implementation of the right to participate in               

public affairs…” and “to present the draft guidelines to the Human Rights Council at its               

thirty-ninth   session   in   order   to   allow   the   Council   to   take   a   decision   on   the   way   forward”. 

The resolution further requests OHCHR “to facilitate open, transparent and inclusive           

elaboration of the draft guidelines through consultations with States and with the participation             

of relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, intergovernmental organizations,          

the Human Rights Committee and other treaty bodies, special procedures, regional human            

rights mechanisms, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, academia          

and other relevant stakeholders, including through informal consultations with States and           

other   stakeholders   at   the   regional   level.”  4

Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (hereinafter referred to            

as " Covenant ") defines the obligations of States parties in connection with the right to take               

part in the conduct of public affairs, vote and be elected at genuine periodic elections, and                

have equal access to public service positions. Article 25 is complemented by the interpretive              

General   Comment   and   jurisprudence   adopted   by   the   Human   Rights   Committee. 

Human rights violations  during the Syrian civil war have been numerous and serious,          

with United Nations reports stating that the war has been "characterized by a complete lack of              

adherence to the norms of international law" by the warring parties who have "caused            

civilians   immeasurable   suffering".    5

2   h�ps://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G15/163/95/PDF/G1516395.pdf?OpenElement 
3   h�ps://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/069/52/PDF/G1406952.pdf?OpenElement 
4   h�ps://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/227/22/PDF/G1622722.pdf?OpenElement 
5    "UN   report   on   the   humanitarian   situa�on   in   Syria"    (PDF).   The   UN.   13   August   2014. 
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Member States of the Human Rights Council have passed numerous resolutions on Syria,             

perhaps the most important being its resolutions creating a  Commission of Inquiry (COI) on              

Syria, which has been charged with investigating evidence of such crimes since its creation in               

August 2011. Since its establishment, the COI has produced 20 detailed and gruesome              6

reports on mass killings, rapes, forced disappearances and other crimes by the Syria             

government, rebel forces and the Islamic State – it is one of the few comprehensive efforts to                 

document   what   is   happening   in   the   Syrian   civil   war.    7

  

6      h�ps://www.undispatch.com/syria-good-reason-united-states-s�ck-human-rights-council/ 
7   Ibid. 
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Topic   1 

Equal   participation   in   public   and   political   affairs 

 

Introduction 

„Participation   is   the   hallmark   of   democratic   governance.“   –   Alfred   de   Zayas 

Participation entails timely consultation so as to legitimize the exercise of State power. Article              

25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states that the right to               

participation encompasses the rights of the individual to vote and to be elected; to take part in                 

the conduct of public affairs; and to have access to public service. Other international human               

rights   treaties   contain   similar   provisions,   which   complement   the   Covenant.   8

Participation rights on both a political and public level play a crucial role in the promotion                

and implementation of democratic governance. Without these rights set in place, the rule of              9

law, human rights and even economical development are at risk. Furthermore, it’s extremely             

important to empower the individuals’ and group’ right to directly and indirectly participate in              

the political and public life within a Democracy. As participation is one of the core elements                

of human rights-based approaches, consequently there must be an attempt at eliminating            

marginalization and discrimination. Participation rights are fundamentally connected with         

other human rights such as the rights to education, freedom of expression and opinion, and the                

rights to peaceful assembly and association. Within attempts to implement and promote both             

the political and public participation, obstacles are sure to exist. These barriers may include              

direct and indirect discrimination on grounds such as race, color, descent, sex, language,             

religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, birth, disability,             

nationality or other status and even when there is no formal discrimination in connection with               

political or public participation, inequalities in access to other human rights may impede the              

effective   exercise   of   political   participation   rights.    10

Inclusive Democracy thrives and demands an equal ground for both the political and public              

parties to participate. The effective participation of all individuals and groups in political and              

8   See   A/HRC/27/29,   para.   8. 
9   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/EqualPar�cipa�on.aspx 
10   See,   for   example,   A/HRC/13/23,   para.   56;   Commi�ee   on   the   Elimina�on   of   Discrimina�on   against   Women, 
General   Recommenda�on   No.   28   (2010),   para.   18;   and   Commi�ee   on   the   Elimina�on   of   Racial   Discrimina�on, 
General   Recommenda�on   No.   25   (2000). 
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public affairs underpins the realization of human rights and forms a central component of              

rights-based   strategies   aimed   at   eradicating   discrimination   and   inequalities.    11

Each State has obligations that must be upheld under the auspices of the International law               

community. The Human Rights Committee will further work towards positive measures           

being adopted to ensure the full, effective and equal enjoyment of participatory rights,             

including through inclusive, meaningful and non-discriminatory processes. This includes         

enjoyment and meaningful fulfillment, as well as, a nondiscriminant dueprocess. In this            

manner, States would play a essential role in guaranteeing full and effective access to justice               

and redress national mechanisms to people who have been unduly deprived of their right to               

participate   in   political   and   public   affairs.   12

On the International level, nevertheless, human rights divisions have observed that women,            

indigenous peoples, minorities, persons with disabilities, human rights defenders, non-citizens          

and other marginalized or excluded individuals and groups are frequently unable to fully             

participate in political and public affairs due to an unequal bias. This disadvantage is              

heightened   where   multiple   or   intersecting   grounds   of   discrimination   are   involved. 

The rule of law, social inclusion, advancing gender equality, and the realization of all human               

rights are the main focus in today’s Democratic governance. This is a globally accepted stance               

and is clearly supported in (Article 25) of the Covenant. However, the effective             

implementation of this human right is often challenged by numerous barriers in law and in               

practice – discrimination on various grounds, restrictive policies, insufficient political will,           

general distrust in public authorities, decline in traditional forms of political participation or             

structural   inequalities.  13

It’s imperative to remember that this right goes beyond any election and includes the right to                

be consulted through legislative drafting and policymaking processes. The rights to freedom            

of expression, association and assembly have an intrinsic value when associated with political             

and public affairs. The promotion of these rights creates essential spaces for civil society              

11   See   the   Universal   Declara�on   of   Human   Rights,   ar�cle   21;   Human   Rights   Commi�ee,   General   Comment   No. 
25   (1996),   para.   21;   and   A/HRC/22/29,   paras.   7–9;   (A/HRC/13/23,   para.   28). 
12   See   A/HRC/27/29,   para.   16. 
13   h�p://www.mzv.cz/public/58/b8/b8/1931515_1511652_koncept.pdf 
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organizations (CSOs) and human rights defenders (HRDs) to effectively ensure that elections            

and   participatory   processes   are   in   compliance   with   international   human   rights   norms.  14

 

Participation   of   women   in   public   and   political   affairs   –   Background 

The Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in 1995, drew attention to the               

persisting inequality between men and women in decision-making. The Beijing Platform for             15

Action reaffirmed that women’s persistent exclusion from formal politics, raises a number of             

specific questions regarding the achievement of effective democratic transformations, in          

practice. The rights to vote and to be elected, defined through modern-day democratic             

processes, entail the equal application to all consequent subjects, both women and men. The              

absence of women from political decision-making has a negative impact on the entire             

democratic   process.  

Modern democratic societies demand equality in all aspects of public affairs, and although             

certain   steps   have   been   made   to   achieve   this   goal,   there   have   been   a   plethora   of   shortcomings.  

The Beijing Platform for Action emphasized that “ women’s equal participation in           

decisionmaking is not only a demand for justice or democracy, but can also be seen as a                 

necessary condition for women’s interests to be taken into account. Without the perspective of              

women at all levels of decision-making, the goals of equality, development and peace cannot              

be   achieved. ”    16

Throughout all levels of government, sanctioned practices are put into action to help             

accelerate the process. The Commission on the Status of Women, at its forty-first session in               

1997, adopted Agreed Conclusions (1997/2), which emphasized that attaining the goal of            

equal participation of men and women in decision-making was important for strengthening            

democracy and achieving the goals of sustainable development. Article 7 of The            17

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, called upon             

States parties “ to take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in             

the political and public life of the country ”. At its sixteenth session (1997), the Committee               18

14 
h�p://www.civicus.org/index.php/media-resources/news/united-na�ons/geneva/1526-equal-par�cipa�on-in-
poli�cal-and-public-affairs-civicus-statement-at-human-rights-council-2 
15   h�p://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/ 
16   Ibid. 
17   h�p://www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2006/sg-report.pdf 
18   „Beijing   to   Beijing+5:   Review   and   Appraisal   of   the   Implementa�on   of   the   Bejing   Ac�on   Pla�orm“;   Report   by 
the   Secretary   General ; 
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on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women adopted general recommendation 23           

regarding the participation of women in political and public life. It stresses that all States               19

parties have a duty to guarantee their constitutions and legislation complied with the             

principles of the Convention. Furthermore, States had to ensure the use of all necessary               20

mechanisms, including temporary special measures to achieve the goal of equal public and             

political   participation   set   out   in   the   aforementioned   document.  21

The Security Council also reaffirmed the important role of women in the prevention and              

resolution of conflicts and in peacebuilding in its resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace              

and security. The Member States of the Security Council further stressed the importance of               22

equal   participation   and   full   involvement   of   women   in   all   efforts   for   the   promotion   and  

implementation of peace and security, as well as the need to increase their role in democratic                

decision-making   processes.   23

Defining   key   terms: 

In order to fully grasp the concept of equal participation of both women and men, it is                 

essential to define certain terms. Within the auspices of the United Nations, the most              

commonly accepted key- definitions have been drafted by United Nations Division for the             

Advancement of Women (DAW); Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) ;            

Economic   Commission   for   Africa   (ECA);   and   Inter-Parliamentary   Union   (IPU)   .  

The following definitions were established by the adoption of the „Report of the Expert              

Group Meeting“ in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia 24 – 27 October 2005, titled „Equal Participation             

of Women and Men in Decision-Making Processes, with Particular Emphasis on Political            

Participation   and   Leadership“.    24

•  Political participation , „ which allows for political agendas to be developed by women             

‘taking part in politics’ through a range of activities such as discussion and debate, lobbying               

and   activism   in   formal   and   informal   ways “   25

This definition broadens the scope of womens’ participation to any and all aspects of political               

life   and   processes,   and   allows   for   further   adjustments   if   needed.  

19   h�p://www.refworld.org/docid/453882a622.html 
20   Ibid. 
21   Ibid. 
22   h�ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Na�ons_Security_Council_Resolu�on_1325 
23h�p://www.africalegalaid.com/download/gender_jus�ce_instruments_and_trea�es/Resolu�on_1325_2000_
On_Women_Peace_and_Security.pdf 
24    h�p://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/eql-men/FinalReport.pdf 
25   Ibid. 
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•  Political representation , „ which consists of the articulation and presentation of political            

agendas of given groups by various actors in decision-making arenas and key social forums in               

democratic societies. A range of actors and agencies can speak for various interests and              

audiences, including political parties, members of parliament, social movements and groups,           

as well as specific state-based agencies promoting particular interests, such as national            

machineries for the advancement of women. Group representation can be based on a variety              

of dimensions; for example constituency interests, ascribed interests such as sex, ethnicity,            

religion,   and   ideological   interests   –   conservative,   liberal   or   socialist.    „    26

This definition points out the deliverance of said agendas presented by those who have been               

elected to represent a group or common interest. These speakers are often actors who are put                

into key discussions to help promote an idea. Actors and agencies can speak on the behalf of                 

various interests and audiences, including political parties, members of parliament, social           

movements and groups, as well as specific state-based agencies promoting particular interests,            

such as national machineries for the advancement of women. It’s important to note that these               

audience can have a variety of topics being discussed, ranging from formal to informal              

questions   and   public   to   political   issues.  

•  Political leadership , „ which cuts across both political participation and political           

representation, by key individuals shaping political agendas, taking the lead in articulating            

these and participating in their translation into policy. The context in which these concepts              

are   unfolding   today   also   needs   to   be   taken   into   account.     „ 27

Political leadership is intertwined with both political participation and political representation.           

As it was stated, leadership requires certain outstanding subjects whose purpose is to             

efficiently shape and improve political agendas by taking the lead and . The way these               

concepts   are   being   played   out   is   highly   susceptibile   to   change   and   advancement.  

•  Political accountability , „ which is the requirement for representatives and representative           

organizations to be responsible for their decisions and mandates as defined by their positions.              

It also includes representatives and leaders listening to and, when appropriate, acting upon             

criticisms,   requirements   and   demands   of   their   publics,   constituencies   or   the   electorate .“  28

26   Ibid. 
27   Ibid. 
28   Ibid. 
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This definition establishes a responsibility to be upheld by both the represenatives and their              

corresponding parties by actively participating in the political community. Furthermore, it           

assumes   that   mandatory   actions   should   be   taken   to   ensure   equal   grounds   and   accountability. 

 

Factors   that   hinder   women’s   representation   in   public   and   political   affairs 

Women make up 16 percent of representatives in both houses of parliament at the global level,                

which is consistent with trends at the sub-national and local levels. When taking into               29

account high-level facits of government politics, a much lower percentage of female            

representation is noticed. Women, to this day, still struggle when advancing themselves into             

the   decision-making   positions   within   major   and   even   minor   political   parties.    30

The electoral systems have had a direct impact on women’s participation in decision-making             

bodies. The countries that utilize these systems alongside PR or proportional representation            

have a consistently higher percentage of women involved. „ PR systems lead parties to             

balance their electoral tickets which often results in women’s demands for greater equality in              

decision-making being heard .“ When a system is allowed only one candidate to represent a               31

party   a   male   candidate   is   most   commonly   chosen.    32

There are many other factors of an electoral system that can have a negative effect on                

women’s   representation   and   should   be   taken   into   account   such   as: 

● Minimal thresholds (the minimum percent of the vote required to obtain a seat in              

parliament),  

● District   magnitude   (number   of   seats   divided   by   the   number   of   districts)    ,   and 33

● Open vs closed lists in PR systems (the ability of voters to influence the election of                

candidates   within   a   party   list).  34

The impact of different types of party organizations and their internal culture, including             

clientelist parties, patronage-based parties and programmatic based parties, affect the          

influence of women within the party. Clientelist and patronage parties can have poor              35

29   h�p://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/eql-men/FinalReport.pdf 
30   Ibid. 
31   Ibid. 
32   h�p://iknowpoli�cs.org/sites/default/files/jm_where_are_the_women_caricom.pdf 
33   h�p://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/es/esd/esd02/esd02e/esd02e01 
34   h�ps://sites.hks.harvard.edu/fs/pnorris/Acrobat/Choosing%20Electoral%20Systems.pdf 
35   h�p://research.sabanciuniv.edu/16988/1/Mardin_Volume.pdf 
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internal procedures with loosely followed rules followed by the fact that it’s not uncommon to               

see   men   as   the   majority   in   the   key   defining   positions   of   the   party.  

Consequently, female candidates are more often than not merely used to secure further female              

votes, and aid in lobbying and organizational activities, which leads to the conclusion that              

female   participation   in   a   party   can   be   described   as   merely   instrumental.    36

In modern-day democracy, political parties are an integral and essential aspect of any sort of               

political presentation and participation, thus it is logical that the gender-based structure of a              

party determines the future gender-based structure in elected office. As such, they play a              

critical role in advancing or impeding a women’s participation in decision-making processes.            

Through   the   process   of   candidate   selection,   women   face   a   number   of   obstacles.  

Furthermore, as much as the PR system has been promoted, shortcomings are inevitable with              

its implementation. This entails that the environment of political institutions is not particularly             

‘gender-friendly’. Additionally, this could mean that certain requirements of a successful           

political career are placed in such a manner to further deter some women from considering               

pursuing such a professional path. Apart from this, women face further obstacles and barrier               37

when   trying   out   for   a   higher-ranking   position   such   as: 

● A   lack   of   financial   support   from   either   lobbying   or   personal   wealth,  

● Appropriate   time   to   lead   a   successful   campaign,   and 

● trying   to   balance   a   personal   and   professional   life;     38

Men are often viewed as more viable and better candidates and are given preference to female                

candidates. The reason for this is simple, the pool from which political parties search for               39

candidates are typically dominated by men. In systems of proportional representation, a            40

candidate’s placement on the „list“ is the most important factor when discussing whether they              

will be elected or not. This clearly transfers to the issue at hand, meaning that unless put in a                   

favorable   position   on   the   aforementioned   list,   a   female   candidate   is   not   likely   to   be   elected.  

Indigenous   peoples   and   equal   political   and   public   participation 

 

36   Ibid. 
37   h�ps://www.mindtools.com/pages/ar�cle/newCDV_85.htm 
38   Ibid. 
39   h�p://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/eql-men/FinalReport.pdf 
40   Ibid. 
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Disadvantaged, marginalized or simply excluded, indigenous groups of peoples have faced           

discrimination against them throughout both former and recent history. As a consequence, this             

had manifested in an inability for such social groups to make liberal choices guiding their own                

communities take nor to have a say in issues directly connected to some of their basic human                 

rights. Hence the rights of participation of indigenous groups of peoples in public and political               

life, including the creation and maintenance of indigenous forms of government, are well             

established   in   international   law.     41

Such are the ILO, Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169), which contains              

specific provisions on the participation of indigenous peoples in all areas of public and              

political life. Or the The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,              42

containing more than 20 provisions related to the right of indigenous peoples to fully              

participate in political and public decision-making. Under articles 5, 18 and 19 of the              43

Declaration, indigenous peoples have the right to participate in political life. The             44

aforementioned document further affirmed certain rights of indigenous peoples such as the            

right to self-determination, the right to self-government in their internal affairs and the right to               

develop   and   maintain   their   own   decision-making   institutions.    45

Member States are bound by both the international and national law to ensure the effective               

participation by indigenous peoples in decision-making processes. Some of those duties           

include consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples and, in particular, the need to             

seek the “ free, prior and informed consent ” of indigenous peoples concerning their             46

legislative   and   administrative   issues.  

 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations has made a number of recommendations            

addressed to the United Nations on the ways in which the Organization could better promote               

the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives in its different decision-making bodies           

as called for in article 41 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous                

Peoples. The aforementioned report raises the question of possible mechanisms to promote             47

41   www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 
42   h�p://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@normes/documents/publica�on/wcms_106474.pdf 
43   h�p://files.unicef.org/policyanalysis/rights/files/HRBAP_UN_Rights_Indig_Peoples.pdf 
44   Ibid. 
45   Ibid. 
46   Ibid. 
47   h�p://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session21/A-HRC-21-24_en.pdf 
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participation at the United Nations of indigenous peoples’ representatives. Furthermore, it           

discusses obstacles related to to indigenous participation within the United Nations and            

further   notices   that   these   include   the   limited   resources   of   many   indigenous   groups.    48

Persons   with   disabilities   and   equal   political   participation 

 

While faced with adversity in their private, public or political lives, persons with disabilities              

have, based on the principal of equality, the right of full participation in public and political                

afairs as per The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which establishes              

“[f]ull   and   effective   participation   and   inclusion   in   society ”   as   one   of   the   general   principles.  49

While important in and of themselves, guarantees of participatory rights are also crucial in              

addressing exclusion, marginalization or disadvantages that persons with disabilities continue          

to face in all areas of social, economic, cultural and political life. Article 29 of the                50

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in particular, addresses the equal rights              

of   persons   with   disabilities   to   participate   in   political   and   public   life.   51

Furthermore, the aforementioned article defined certain duties for the Member States to work             

on creating enabling environments, such full participation in public and political life,            

including through membership in organizations of persons with disabilities at the local,            

regional,   national,   international   and   even   global   levels.    52

In the General Comment No. 1 of The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,                

restrictions of legal capacity by discriminatory means that exclude persons with disabilities            

from participating in political consensus, in particular the right to vote, have been outlined.              53

Discriminatory behavior of this nature is most notably observed in frequency in relation to              

people with psychosocial or intellectual impairments. The Committee noted that a “ person’s             54

decision-making ability cannot be a justification for any exclusion of persons with disabilities             

from exercising all of their political rights, including the right to vote, the right to stand for                 

48 
h�ps://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/par�cipa�on-of-indigenous-peoples-at-the-united-
na�ons.html 
49   h�ps://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/113th-congress/execu�ve-report/12/1 
50   A_HRC_27_29 
51   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Conven�onRightsPersonsWithDisabili�es.aspx 
52h�ps://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?p=&Ref=CM/Rec%282011%2914&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=
COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864&direct=true 
53   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx 
54 
h�p://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/433757/EXPO-DROI_NT(2013)433757_EN.pdf 
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election and the right to serve as a member of a jury ”. Consequently, the aforementioned                55

Committee further affirmed the Member States’ obligations as stated under article 29 of the              

Convention, including „ the creation and promotion of accessible and non-discriminatory          

voting and electoral procedures, as well as providing support for the choices of people with               

disabilities   in   voting   by   secret   ballot. “  56

Civil   society   organizations,   human   rights   defenders      and   equal   political   participation 

 

Human rights defenders and civil society organizations constantly strive and remain a key             

motivator in the promotion and protection of human rights, including the rights to political              

and public participation, as can be discerned from the international human rights mechanisms             

in   place.  

The Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society              

to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms           

deals with issues concerning public and political participation of Civil society organizations            

and human rights defenders in depth. Article 8 (2) of the Declaration provides that  “[t]his                57

includes, inter alia, the right, individually and in association with others, to submit to              

governmental bodies and agencies and organizations concerned with public affairs criticism           

and proposals for improving their functioning and to draw attention to any aspect of their               

work that may hinder or impede the promotion, protection and realization of human rights              

and   fundamental   freedoms ”.    58

However, in varying contexts, human rights defenders and civil society organizations are            

often the subject of various forms of discrimination, such as extensive administrative            

requirements, criminalization of their activities, stigmatization and harassment, and other          

forms of violent reprisals. Such actions against these groups naturally impede their ability to              59

freely   exercise   their   rights   and   to   contribute   to   the   public   debate   on   issues   of   concern.      60

55   Commi�ee   on   the   Rights   of   Persons   with   Disabili�es,   General   Comment   No.   1. 
56   Ibid. 
57   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/RightAndResponsibility.aspx 
58   Ibid. 
59   h�ps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ACT3060112017ENGLISH.pdf 
60   Commentary   to   the    Declara�on   on   the   Right   and   Responsibility   of   Individuals,   Groups   and   Organs   of   Society 
to   Promote   and   Protect   Universally   Recognized   Human   Rights   and   Fundamental   Freedoms 
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Nevertheless, it is found that those most at risk include individuals and organizations that              

advocate for the rights of marginalized groups such as youth and children, women, persons              

with   disabilities,   and   individuals   of   the   LGBTQ+   community.    61

Women human rights advocates, in particular, are targeted for or exposed to gender-specific             

treats and violence. Women human rights defenders are more often than not considered a               62

threat to the radical and conservative sexual division of labor, and as such are frequently               

victims   of   discrimination   and   misogynistic   attacks. 

 

Conclusion 

A key human right in itself as well as a right that enables the full implementation of many                  

other human rights is the right to participate in political and public affairs. Its importance lies                

in identifying and remedying discrimination, thus ensuring that the views and interests of all              

members of society are reflected in legislation, policies and other forms of public             

decision-making.  

Although quite broad, the rights to political and public participation range from electoral             

rights to equal access to public service and direct and indirect forms of participation in the                

conduct of public affairs at all levels, from the local to the international. Concepts of public                63

and political participation are evolving, and several international human rights mechanisms           

have recognized that participatory rights could be interpreted as encompassing the rights to be              

consulted and to be provided with equal and effective opportunities to be involved in              

decision-making   processes   on   all   matters   of   public   concern.  64

Questions   a   resolution   should   answer: 

 

1. What   are   some   of   the   challenges   towards   achieving   equal   participation? 

2. What is the current progress towards achieving equal participation and promoting the            

concept   in   the   international   community? 

3. How can we promote equal participation while keeping cultural and religious barriers            

in   mind? 

61   (A/HRC/26/29,   paras.   10–11). 
62   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WGWomen/Pages/WomenHumanRightsDefendersGender.aspx 
63   h�ps://www.humanrights.dk/files/media/dokumenter/udgivelser/pp_compliance_230913_ok.pdf 
64   A/HRC/27/29 
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4. In accordance to your country’s economy, what are some of the steps that you can take                

in   order   to   contribute   to   this   goal? 

5. How   can   the   international   community   help   to   achieve   this   goal? 

6. What are some of the most pressing issues when discussing public and political             

participation of persons with disabilities? How can the UN help solve some of those              

issues? 

7. What are some of the most pressing issues when discussing public and political             

participation   of   indigenous   people?   How   can   the   UN   help   solve   some   of   those   issues? 

8. What is the status of civil society organizations and human rights defenders in the              

international   community? 

9. What   are   the   specific   needs   of   the   abovementioned   affected   groups? 
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Topic   2 

Preparing   for   the   aftermath   of   the   Syrian   Civil   War 

 

Introduction 

I saw my city die; I saw my people perish; I saw myself break. I don’t know if I’ll ever be okay,                      

but   I   want   that .   —   Sami,   a   29-year-old   who   fled   Aleppo   for   Damascus   and   then   Beirut.   65

“ Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our nationality, place of              

residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, color, religion, language, or any other status. We are               

all equally entitled to our human rights without discrimination. These rights are all             

interrelated, interdependent and indivisible. […] All human rights are indivisible, whether they            

are civil and political rights, such as the right to life, equality before the law and freedom of                  

expression; economic, social and cultural rights, such as the rights to work, social security and               

education, or collective rights, such as the rights to development and self-determination, are             

indivisible, interrelated and interdependent.” Yet Human Rights are abducted from Syrian           66

population. Meanwhile, the Syrian crisis is considered to be one of the worst humanitarian              

disasters since World War II, on account of fierce fighting and its calamitous consequences on               

both   humanitarian   and   social   levels.  67

Currently, Syria is witnessing the most intense battles international community has seen since             

the beginning of the war in 2011. One of the main reasons why the conflict in Syria is ongoing                   

is the difference in perception of the parties involved. For instance, even though the US and                

Russia have been trying to create a comprehensive plan for the future development of              

negotiations and structure of Syrian politics, they were not able to come to the effective               

conclusion. Despite the countries being on the different spectrum of the political support for              

the battling parties, the situation is worsened by the mutual mistrust and confrontation,             

especially in the recent events of the Ukrainian conflict. In addition to this, the US encounters                

an important strategic challenge: its allies - Turkey and Kurdish groups - are fighting against               

each other on the Syrian ground. Furthermore, parties involved have different perspective and             

vocabulary for defining the terrorist groups as well as the vision of the enemy which leads to                 

65   “I   Saw   My   City   Die”   Voices   from   the   Front   Lines   of   Urban   Conflict   in   Iraq,   Syria   and   Yemen,   ICRC   (May,   2017) 
66      United   Na�ons   Human   Rights.   Office   of   the   High   Commissioner 
h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumanRights.aspx 
67   The   Conflict   Impact   on   Social   Capital:   Social   Degrada�on   in   Syria,   Syrian   Center   for   Policy   Research   (2017) 
h�p://scpr-syria.org/publica�ons/social-degrada�on-in-syria/ 
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the vicious circle of fighting among the groups rather than unified approach to eliminate the               

common   enemy   and   bring   stability   to   the   war-torn   country. 

As the Syrian Civil war entered its seventh year, noncombatants remain to be in the complete                

unsafety, facing ongoing conflict’s affliction, brutality, constant destructions, and deadly          

apathy for the lives of civilians. Currently, 6.6 million people are considered to be internally               

displaced in Syria; 5 million civilians struggle to survive in besieged cities and hard-to-reach              

areas, being threatened to lose the grave protection. More than 190,000 people have been              68

already killed, with both sides of the conflict responsible for civilian deaths. 11.6 million              

people, a number which represents more than a half Syrian population before the conflict has               

erupted, have been forced to flee their homes, desperately seeking a secure livelihood.             

Approximately 4 million people, 1.7 million of whom - children, are refugees. They are              

mostly settling in five countries only: Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and Turkey – nations,              

which face enormous challenges and struggle to cope with the crisis. As the conflict              69

continues, no sustainable agreement, regarding both political settlement and humanitarian          

solutions, has been reached. Indeed, various local, regional, and international actors have been             

involved in prolonging and fueling the conflict through different wars waged on multiple             

fronts, where all types of weapons have been used, including those prohibited by international              

humanitarian   law.  70

One of the most ancient cities in the world, which served as a home for 2.1 million people,                  

representing the largest Syrian city in the pre-conflict period – Aleppo – was divided              

between the government of Syria and armed opposition groups. Within 4 years only, in the               

time period of July 2012 to December 2016, Aleppo was ruined by daily fighting, intense               

cruelty, systematic bombardment from both air-to-ground munitions and ground launched          

artillery shells. Moreover, it was further exposed to the massive use of heavy explosive              

weapons in populated neighborhoods. Thousands of people have fallen dead while many            

more were left with severe injuries. Fundamental infrastructural structures such as           

electricity, water supplies, hospitals, health-care facilities, as well as mosques, markets,           

residential houses, and schools, were shattered. Other urban areas met the same fate - a               

sorrowful scenario of fatal destruction. Following the escalation of violence, humanitarian           

68   h�ps://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/middle-east/syria 
69   h�ps://www.amnesty.org.nz/take-ac�on/syria-crisis 
70   The   Conflict   Impact   on   Social   Capital:   Social   Deagrada�on   in   Syria,   Syrian   Center   for   Policy   Research   (2017) 
h�p://scpr-syria.org/publica�ons/social-degrada�on-in-syria/ 
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workforce strived to address civilians’ perilously expanding needs, taking into          

consideration the limitations imposed upon the entrance of humanitarian relief. The United            

Nations Human Rights Council, the International Committee of the Red Cross and other             

humanitarian organizations have continuously warned about the unceasing worsening of          

humanitarian   situation   and   the   urgency   of   immediate   humanitarian   response.  71

 

Overview   of   the   parties   envolved 

● The Syrian government and its Russian allies have been accused of usage of             

indiscriminate weapons, specifically barrel bombs and cluster munitions, against         

civilians. They were purposly directed at the humanitarian assistance, medical facilities           

and schools. Devastating sieges followed by attacks and instense violence have been            

targeted at opposition-held civilian population; The most abominable peak of the Syrian            

Civil War was the use of chemical weapons on populated areas. As a result of the                

regime,   thousands   of   people   have   been   unjustifiably   detained,   tortured   and   assasinated. 

● Armed Syrian opposition groups have also been accused of the use of indiscriminate             

attacks on civilians as well as besieged areas, which were controlled by the government:              

once again people had to skirmish deprivation of food and health assisatnce. In addition              

to this, the reports have stated that oppostion armed groups have unlawfully detained             

civilians   and   publickly   performed   summary   executions.  

● The Islamic State of Iraq and the Syria (ISIS) executed suicide bombings in the              

neighborhoods with high population density. Furthermore, they implimented tough         

religious rules on the controlled areas: those who disobeyed were punished or            

condemned to the death penalty. Moreover, they actively participated in transfer of            

women and young girls who were mostly subjected to sexual violence. Also, the ISIS is               

responsible for the destruction of the significant historic cultural sites, particularly           

Palmyra.  

● Kurdish groups enforced mass displacements of Syrian people, annihilating civilian          

households. The Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) has also unvoluntarily recruit           

boys   and   men   to   fight   in   its   ranks.  

71   “I   Saw   My   City   Die”   Voices   from   the   Front   Lines   of   Urban   Conflict   in   Iraq,   Syria   and   Yemen,   ICRC   (May,   2017) 
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● The international coalition , led by the United States, has killed civilians in its             

airstrikes. The air strikes campaign has started in September 2014 and was targeted             72

against both the ISIS and certain armed groups, located mostly in eastern and northern              

Syria. Some of the air strikes were indiscriminate and disproportionate, thus it resulted             

in injuries and deaths among civilians: air strikes near Manbij consequently murdered            

73 civilians at al-Tukhar and later killed 28 civilians at al-Ghandoura. The international             

coalition has admitted the death of 24 people, yet stating that the air strikes and their                

consequences   adhered   to   the   law   of   armed   conflict. 

● Turkish forces – Turkey used both air and ground attacks in northern Syria. They were               

directed at the ISIL and Kurdish armed groups. The strikes have resulted in 24 civillian               

deaths   close   to   Suraysat.  73

 

Outlining   the   main   humanitarian   issues 

Indiscriminate   Attacks   and   Direct   Attacks   on   Civillians 

There are several main humanitarian matters which draw global attention to the Syrian             

humanitarian crisis. To begin with, parties to the conflict persist committing significant            

violations of international law, among others being indiscriminate attacks and direct attacks            

on civilians. Frequently, the Syrian government deliberately attacked the areas, where           

armed opposition groups reside, using explosive weapons with wide-area effects such as            

unguided high-explosive barrel bombs and artillery shelling. The barrel bombs, targeted at            

two district areas controlled by opposition armed groups in the city of Saraqeb, were              

purportedly containing chlorine gas which injured at least 28 people. Such attacks would             

consistently murder or injure a large number of civilians, correspondingly destroying the            

civilian items, ruining medical facilities, exterminating aid convoys and leaving broken           

families   and   desperate   population   in   an   abundant   fall   of   tears.  

Torture,   Ill-treatment,   Abduction,   Enforced   Disappearance   &   Unlawful   Killings 

 

Other crucial Human Rights violations are torture and ill-treatment of detainees, by            

government security and intelligence services, abductions, enforced disappearances and         

unlawful killings. Torture and ill-treatment specifically resulted in a high number of deaths             

72   “International   humanitarian   law   and   human   rights   violations   in   Syria”   (June   5 th ,   2017),   written   by   Iffat   Idris. 
University   of   Birmingham 
73   https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/report-syria/ 
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among detainees, increasing the overall amount of deaths. Detainees, who would frequently            

include peaceful critics and opponents of the existing government, were frequently held in             

conditions that were equal to enforced disappearance, expanding the number of persons            

whose fate and location stayed undisclosed. The Human Rights Data Analysis Group, a             

non-profit, non-partisan organization that operates within the boundaries of the scientific           

approach in order to effectively analyze human rights violations, estimated that there were             

at least 17,723 deaths in authorities’ supervision between March 2011 and December 2015             

only, arising from sustained torture and ill-treatment practices without a chance for a fair              

trial. Even though few detainees faced a trial before the Anti-Terrorism Court and the              

Military Field Court, the judicial system and the following proceedings remained blatantly            

unfair: no proper investigations were held, while prisoners were forced to confess.             74

Moreover, Syrian government has been accused of committing extrajudicial executions. On           

13 December 2016, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights reported that            

government of Syria and allied forces, which were fighting throughout east of Aleppo,             

broke into civilian houses, accused and slaughtered several civilians immediately, without           

exercising their right for a fair trial. “Multiple sources” suggest that at least 82 people were                

murdered,   this   number   including   13   children.  75

 

Emergence   of   the   Islamic   State   of   Iraq   and   Syria   (ISIS) 

Besides Syrian government being responsible for the actions outlined above, there is an             

escalating emergence of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria which constantly performs             

severe Human Rights violation and poses a terrifying threat to the overall security and              

success of humanitarian actions. The ISIS held as prisoners and killed civilians, as well as               

representatives, from both government forces and opposition armed groups. In addition to            

this, the ISIS executed public murder acts on people who have been accused of smuggling,               

blasphemy, spying and adultery. Such public executions were carried out in the areas of              

al-Raqqa, Deyr al-Zur and eastern Aleppo. Following the publication of the video of the              

beheading of a young male in Summer 2016, members of the ISIS assassinated at least 25                

civilians, including women and children, at Buwayr village. Furthermore, the ISIS poses a             

historical track of civilian abductions. One of the most famous examples is the abduction of               

74   h�ps://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/report-syria/ 
75   h�p://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55789 
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11 civilians in Idleb, a city in northwestern Syria, whose fate and location remained              

undisclosed. Also, location and fate of the human rights defenders Razan Zaitouneh, Wa’el             

Hamada, Nazem Hamadi, Samira Khalil (abducted on 9 December 2013 in Duma),            

Abdullah al-Khalil (abducted on 18 May 2013 in al-Raqqa city) as well as a Human Rights                

lawyer Khalil Ma’touq and his colleague Mohamed Thatha (both men disappeared in            

October 2012 and presumably were seen in authority’s detention, despite governmental           

denial)   also   remained   undisclosed.  

 

Sexual   Slavery 

Following the discussion on the actions of the ISIS, independent Commission of Inquiry             

has concluded that thousands of women and girls were coercively relocated from Syria to              

Iraq by the ISIS forces. In fact, in December 2014, ISIS has issued specific guidelines on                

how to abduct girls and women and sexually assault them. De facto, ISIS subjects Syrian               

girls to the virginity tests before selling them on the “slave bazaars” and trafficking to               

various countries for sexual slavery. In Iraq, transferred women and girls were sold on the               

markets and forced into slavery, including sexual slavery. Numerous deported women and            

girls were exposed to continuous sexual violence, specifically rape and torture. ISIS persists             

in forcing Syrian girls and women into marriage with its own fighters, either for the               

domestic or military exploitation. Moreover, it uses women and girls, who come from             

minority groups, for domestic servitude, systematic rape, and sexual abuse. Those, who            

attempted to escape, were subjected to gang-rape and other forms of inhumane tortures.             

Furthermore,   children   of   such   sexual   slaves   are   usually   being   killed.      76 77

Restricted   Access   of   Humanitarian   Assistance   and   Violence   Agasint   Medical   Personnel 

 

The main challenge of the humanitarian assistance in the Syrian Arab Republic is the              

governmental denial of humanitarian access. The siege has resulted in severe restrictions of             

the movement of humanitarian aid throughout the territory. The most affected territories            

include Eastern Ghouta, Mouadhamiyah al-Sham, Madaya, Daraya and, in the light of the             

recent developments, eastern Aleppo. Government strongly restricts the access of          

humanitarian convoys, destroys aid lorries, and bombs hospitals and other medical           

76    h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/IndependentInterna�onalCommission.aspx  
77   h�ps://www.state.gov/j/�p/rls/�prpt/countries/2017/271293.htm 
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facilities. The consequences of the siege are frightening: civilian population has to battle             

starvation, lack of health assistance and basic services, being hunted by the air strikes and               

artillery shelling at the same time. In Homs city, a three-year-old boy died as a result of the                  

governmental restrictions on the ability to leave the area for the medical assistance. On May               

12, 2016, Syrian government imposed last-minute restrictions on United Nations          

humanitarian aid delivery to enter Darayya - a suburb of Damascus - where 4000 civilians               

were deprived from food supplies, medical assistance and other basic supplies and services.             

Instead, government forces killed two civilians. Later in June, two humanitarian convoys            

were permitted to enter Darayya, which were concurrently exposed to indiscriminate           

attacks, precisely barrel bombs and napalm-like incendiary substance. Consequently, the          

remaining population of Darayya had to flee in late August. United Nations and Russian              

forces have recurrently dropped aid from the air, yet government forces would still hold the               

siege and abduct most parts of the aid, predetermined for the civilian population.              78

Physicians for Human Rights - a US-based not-for-profit human rights NGO – stated that              

government forces are responsible for more than 90% of 400 attacks against hospitals and              

medical facilities, including 768 deaths of humanitarian worker and medical personnel           

since the beginning of the Syrian Civil War. In July 2016, United Nations announced that                79

44 health facilities were attacked in one month (July) only. On 23th of July and 24 th of July                  

of the same year, four medical facilities, one of which was a children’s hospital, along with                

a   blood   bank   in   eastern   Aleppo,   were   ruined   by   air   attacks   on   them.  

It is also crucial to realize that the Syrian Civil War is one of the most precarious conflicts                  

for workers of humanitarian assistance. In fact, it already resulted in the loss of lives of 63                 

Syrian Arab Red Crescent staff and volunteers, 10 of whom were killed while fulfilling              

their duty on the ground, mostly in cities of Aleppo and Homs. Numerous humanitarian              

workers and volunteers have also been injured or executed while attempting to reinforce             

essential services or save others from danger. The attacks on humanitarian workers and             

medical facilities inflamed the discussion around the issue and stimulated the United            

Nations Security Council to adopt Resolution 2286 on 3 May 2016. It strongly condemns              

the attacks and extreme violence against medical personnel and calls upon all parties to              

78 
h�p://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-
relief-39 
79   h�p://physiciansforhumanrights.org/assets/misc/phr-2016-annual-report.pdf 
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protect medical and humanitarian facilities and personnel. What the international           80

community still lacks is the determination and commitment of all the parties to follow the               

guidelines,   outlined   by   the   resolution. 

 

Refugees   and   Displaced   People 

Thousands of families are being displaced by the ongoing war. Almost 5 million Syrians had               

to flee the country between 2011 and the end of 2016. According to the United Nations High                 

Commisioner on Refugees, 200,000 Syrian people became refugees in 2016. Besides the            

enormous amount of refugees, the number of internally displaced persons within Syria, which             

has already reached 6.6. million people, is growing exponentially. The governments of Jordan,             

Lebanon and Turkey – countries which became the destination for most of the refugees - put                

limitations on the entry of fleeing people. Meanwhile, European Union still remains divided             

on the issue: Member States take polarized approaches to tackling the problem, frequently             

failing to fulfill the obligations established by the European Union and decline to accept              

refugees who reached European land by the means of resettlement and specific legal routes.              

At the same time, civilians, who remain in Syria, are subjected to continious violence and               

hardship. 

Currently, more than a half of the Syrian population has lost their homes and were forced to                 

dislocate several times. Most of the displaced people are in desperate need of humanitarian              

assistance, being deprived from their basic freedoms, an access to proper health care, water,              

and food facilities. There are at least 13 besieged areas where the entrance of humanitarian               

assistance and emergency evacuation are restricted or otherwise prohibited, leaving civilians           

in dispair. Furthermore, almost 4 million Syrians reside in hard-to-reach locations where            

humanitarian assistance is severaly limited. Simultaniously, parties to the conflicts persist to            

commit Human Rights violations, continuing to threaten the livelihood of the civilians.            

Regardless of the obstacles encountered, the United Nations and its partners attempt to             

convey humanitarian assistance necessary for one’s survival. In 2016, more than 4 million             

non-food items were delivered across the country. 3 million peoplpe received nutrition            

support, especially to young children, pregnant women and nursing mothers. World Food            

Programme poses more than 4,600 lorries for urgent food assistance: these machines deliver             

80   h�ps://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12347.doc.htm 
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the items to 900 distribution points in all governorates. Since the adoption of the United               81

Nations Security Council Resolution 2165 (2014)  , over 467 cross-border convoys were           82

conducted on the avearage amount of four convoys per week. It facilitated the distrtribution of               

medical supplies to over 9 million peopele, including vaccinations for around 2 million             

civillians. Furthermore, the United Nations managed to deliver 10,000 metric tons of food,             

nutrition and additional humanitarian assistance (ex. educational assistance, shelter). The          83

reason why refugees and displaced people are of great importance for the Human Rights              

Council is that they often become the victims of sex slavery and human trafficking. States               

frequently overlook the presence of human trafficking due to the unclearness of its definition,              

lack of proper identification and investigation and, as a result, a low number of prosecutions.               

Constant need of the child soldiers by both governmental and opposition forces, sucrifice of              

children for forced marriage (which can further lead to the exploitation), sexual slavery and              

child labor, and lack of anti-trafficking mechanism, especially in the events of the devastating              

war, further helps human trafficking “industry“ to bloom. The situation is worsened by the              

fact that some desperate families are often falling for a lie of strangers/fighters who convince               

them that their child would be better-off in another country if (s)he goes with that               

stranger/fighter. Consequently, these children are being sold on the black market for forced             

labor, sex slavery or organs trafficking instead of the promised happiness. Lack of a sufficient               

political solution is likely to leave civilians to further endure cruelty and horrific sorrow of the                

Syrian Civil War. International community is running out of time: it is necessary for the               

parties, involved in the conflict, to realize the extent of human bereavement and to join their                

forces   in   the   direction   of   bringing   an   end   to   the   humanitarian   catastrophe   and   innocent   deaths. 

 

Previous   measures   regarding   the   aftermath   of   Syrian   Civil   War 

One of the first crucial decisions on humanitarian situation in Syria was Security Council              

resolutions 2042 and 2043 in 2012. The resolutions established the role of former United              84 85

Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan as Joint Special Envoy – the main negotiation force             

81   h�p://www1.wfp.org/syria-emergency 
82   h�p://unscr.com/en/resolu�ons/2165 
83   h�p://www.unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-country-profile/about-crisis 
84   h�p://www.un.org/press/en/2012/sc10609.doc.htm 
85 
h�p://www.securitycouncilreport.org/a�/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/Syria%20SRE
S%202043.pdf 
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that would serve both on the behalf of the United Nations and the League of Arab States. As a                   

result, six critical points – the Annan Plan – were created. The point presupposed the political                

transition with a new Syrian leader. In order for the Annan Plan to attain good outcome which                 

the parties would agree upon, the Security Council further established UN Supervisory            

Mission in Syria, which mission included reposting on possible violations of ceasefire and             

outbreaks of violence. Unfortunately, the ceasefire did not last. The parties to conflict             

disregarded both the Annan Plan and United Nations Security Council Resolutions. In 2015,             

the mandate of UN Supervisory Mission in Syria was terminated. Apart from Security             

Council, the United Nations Human Rights Council, as well and the United Nations General              

Assembly, has considered possible solutions to the ongoing disaster. Repeatedely, they passed            

the resolutions which would call for the elimination of violence in the region. One of the                

importnat developments was the establisment of  The Independent International Commission          

of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic on August 22nd, 2011. It was established by the                

Human Rights Council through the adoption of the resolution S – 17/1 in order to investigate                

the violations of the international human rights law and potentialy identify those who are              

responsible for the violations. The Commission has issed over 20 reports, latest being an              

Advance Edited Version of “the Report of the Independent International Commission of            

Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic“.  The recent Human Rights Council resolution S - 25/1                86

, passed on October 21st, 2016, demanded parties to the conflict to immideately fulfill their               

obligations under the international humanitarian law and international human rights law. It            

further called for the allowance of the safe access of United Nations humanitarian agencies              

and their partners to Syria. In addition, the resolution strongly condemned the terroristic             

attacks, violence and starvation of civillians. Moreover, the United Nations Human Rights            87

Council issued reports regarding the humanitarian situation in Syria: evidence of the urgency             

of international action. In addition to Human Rights Council, there numerous agencies and             

organizations (ex. UNICEF, WHO, WFP, International Committee of the Red Cross and so             

on) helping to dimish the results of the humanitarian catastrophe. Unfortunately, their work is              

mostly   restricted   and   destroyed   by   deliberate   attacks   and   continuous   battles. 

86   h�p://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/IndependentInterna�onalCommission.aspx 
87   h�ps://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/238/14/PDF/G1623814.pdf?OpenElement 
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Conclusion 

The situation in Syria remains to be a humanitarian catastrophe. Civilians are caught in the               

middle of remorseless bloodshed – fighting of the government forces and opposition armed             

groups with several crucial international actors involved. Bombardment, brutal assaults,          

smart weapons, artillery, improvised explosive devices are merely few instances that           

civilians eyewitness on daily basis. Besides, conflicting parties often fail to differentiate            

between civilian population and military items, frequently targeting civilians on purpose.           

Starvation, displacement, destroyed properties, deprivation from water, health care,         

electricity, education, medical and hygiene facilities; injuries, deaths of the beloved ones –             

factors which surround civilians every minute of their lives for seven years in a row.               

Survived children, trapped in their homeland, grow up, witnessing their compatriots being            

held as hostages, used as human shields, sold for slavery, abused, deliberately attacked, and              

publicly massacred without any justification. What is, indeed, even more outrageous is that             

civilian anguish and prevalent chaos are yet to advance if international community does not              

find a sustainable solution to humanitarian challenges and solid political agreement. Those            

who managed to escape the horror of wars, encountered further complications – a high              

number   of   refugees   has   been   refused   to   receive   decent   living   conditions. 

Civilians are affected both socially and psychologically: their vision of peace, justice, social             

bonds, family structure, sense of security and trust, equality and life have been tragically              

distorted by the profanation of human dignity and human rights. Thus, it is fundamental for               

the international community to act immediately, so to secure safe livelihoods of the             

civilians, which would be based on knowledge-sharing, integrity, equal citizenship, and           

aspiration   to   restore   the   country.    88

 

Questions   a   resolution   should   answer: 

1. How can international community ensure security for the civilians who remain in the             

conflict   areas? 

2. How can international community guarantee safety of humanitarian workers and          

medical   personnel?   How   can   we   safeguard   medical   facilities   and   schools? 

88   The   Conflict   Impact   on   Social   Capital:   Social   Degrada�on   in   Syria,   Syrian   Center   for   Policy   Research   (2017) 
h�p://scpr-syria.org/publica�ons/social-degrada�on-in-syria/ 
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3. How can international community secure that humanitarian assistance can enter the           

area   and?   How   can   we   guarantee   that   humanitarian   aid   is   delivered   to   those   in   need? 

4. How should countries address the issues of sexual slavery, torture, ill-treatment,           

abduction,   enforced   disappearance,   and   unlawful   killings? 

5. How does international community insure that countries commit to the improvement           

of   the   humanitarian   situation   in   Syria? 

6. How international community ensure the compliance with the Human Rights treaties           

and   enforce   humanitarian   actions? 

7. Who   should   be   held   responsible   for   violations   of   international   humanitarian   law? 

8. Are   there   possible   long-term   solutions   to   the   current   humanitarian   issues? 
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