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Welcome   Letters 

 

Vivian   van   der   Linde 

 

Dear   Delegates,  

My name is Vivian and I am honoured to be co-chairing the            

UNFCCC committee alongside Kieran. I am half British, half Dutch,          

but lived in Vienna, Austria, for most of my live. Currently I am             

enrolled in Maastricht University’s European Studies bachelor       

program, which is an interdisciplinary program that covers subjects         

such as politics, economics, international relations and law. Last year          

I was part of the Permanent Delegation of Maastricht’s United Nations Student Association and              

attended HamMUN 2016 as a delegate. For four hilarious and hard days I took over the role of                  

Marine Le Pen in the European Parliament, as we discussed carbon taxes. Since then I have                

taken part in 4 other conferences dedicated to climate change topics and hope to help you along                 

with   the   knowledge   I   acquired. 

I am sure you will find this committee engaging as we discuss very current (and at times                 

controversial issues). This study guide aims to provide you with an overview of the topics, which                

will hopefully aid you in your own research. For this I strongly encourage you to make use of the                   

links provided, but to additionally conduct more in depth research into your own country’s stance               

on   the   two   topics. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Kieran or myself should you have any questions regarding the                

committee   or   the   topics. 

 

Best   wishes,  

Vivian   van   der   Linde 
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Kieran   Spencer 

 

Dear   Delegates,  

 

I am Kieran Spencer an American living in Istanbul and I am            

excited to be your co-chair for this years edition of HamMUN. I            

am an American studying international relations and living in         

Istanbul, Turkey. I have participated in MUN all over the world           

and most recently with a program called Best Delegate where they           

sent   me   around   the   U.S.   to   teach   Americans   and   ESL   students   how   to   do   MUN.  

 

Overall the main thing I hope that Delegates get out of this conference is an understanding for                 

diplomacy and how people come together to solve the major problems facing our world today.               

Both of these topics are not controversial on their face almost every country in the world agrees                 

that something needs to be done to help small island states and their small populations makes this                 

logistically feasible, almost no state is against education on climate change either. The reason              

these topics can be complicated and what I look forward to seeing Delegates Debate is how these                 

goals can be achieved and how a solution can be devised that will do the most to support the                   

policy objectives of the most countries. I think you will find that diplomacy can always be                

complicated   even   on   seemly   non   controversial   issues.  

 

I   wish   all   Delegates   the   best   of   luck   and   hope   you   have   an   excellent   time   in   Hamburg! 

 

Sincerely,  

Kieran   Spencer 
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Introduction   to   UNFCCC  

 

 

UNFCCC   Meeting   in   Bonn   Germany  

http://climateobserver.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/plenary-hall-World-conference-center-bo

nn-iisd.jpg 

 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an international           

environmental agreement that strives to prevent anthropologically caused damage to the           

ecosystem and decelerate global warming by aiming to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations.            

The framework agreement was adopted in New York in 1992 and came into effect two years                

later. 

 

As of 2017 the convention counts a total of 197 (196 states and 1 regional economic integration                 

organisation) signatories, which must regularly publish reports and are annually bound to release             

their current and projected greenhouse gas emissions figures. Within these reports industrialised            

countries are obliged to report updates on their climate change policies and developing countries,              

who are less regularly expected to publish, are asked to provide a more general insight into their                 

climate change measures. Yearly so-called Conferences of the Parties (COPs) take place to             1

1    http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/status_of_ratification/items/2631.php  
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discuss further implementation of treaties. Several of the most important accomplishments of the             

Convention   include   the   Paris   Agreement   and   the   Kyoto   Protocol.  

 

Conference   of   the   Parties  

Kyoto   Protocol 

The initial conferences resulted in the signing of the infamous Kyoto Protocol in 1994. The               

signatories of the Protocol are bound by international law to reduce their carbon emissions              

ranging from -8 to +10 percent of the countries individual greenhouse gas emission levels as               

measured in 1990. The Protocol counts two commitment periods. The first ranged from 2008 to               

2012 and the second is set from 2013 to 2020. All of the UNFCCC Annex I parties, besides the                   

U.S.,   participated   in   the   in   first   period.  2

 

Paris   Agreement  

Since then numerous conferences have taken place to ensure the further implementation of             

UNFCCC’s aims. The most famous in recent history being the Paris Agreement. In 2015, 196               

parties to the convention gathered in Paris for the 21st Conference of the Parties. Over the course                 

of 13 days ambitious climate change goals were discussed. Finally, on December 12th, the              

parties adopted the so-called Paris Agreement by consensus. The agreement stipulates a bold             

goal of keeping global warming below 2 degrees and ultimately further limiting it to 1.5 degrees                

Celsius. Furthermore the 196 parties agreed to ambitiously achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.             

So-called Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are to express individual country’s          

measures for mitigating climate change. These contributions are to be revised every 5 years and               

countries are encouraged to cooperate with one another on transparently achieving their set             

goals.  

 

2    http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php 
http://unfccc.int/parties_and_observers/parties/annex_i/items/2774.php 
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php  
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Countries are also allowed reach their targets by conducting international emissions trading. This             

means that one country with lower emissions trades it’s surplus “emissions credits” to another              

that is above its targets. The Paris Agreement put mechanisms in place in order to support both                 

private and public entities running sustainable development projects which generate transferable           

emissions reductions. An essential part of the agreement undoubtedly entails funding. The            

countries committed to providing an annual 100 billion USD until 2025. It is stipulated that               

developing countries are encouraged to contribute to this on a voluntary basis. Whereas             

developed   countries   must   issue   a   report   twice   a   year   on   their   funding.   3

 

Further   Reading   on   the   UNFCCC   and   the   Conference   of   Parties  

 

1. Introduction   to   the   United   Nations   Framework   Convention   on   Climate   Change 

http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php 

2. List   of   Parties   to   the   UNFCCC 

http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php 

3. Kyoto   Protocol  

a. Full   Text    http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf#page=11 

b. UN   Kyoto   Protocol   Webpage    http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php 

4. Summary   of   the   Paris   Agreement  

http://www.climatefocus.com/sites/default/files/20151228%20COP%2021%20briefing%

20FIN.pdf  
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Topic   A 

Climate   Change   Education 

 

Education   is   the   most   powerful   weapon   which   you   can   use   to   change   the   world. 

-Nelson   Mandela     4

 

Educating the public is arguably one of humanity's most potent weapons in combatting the              

hazardous effects of climate change. The impact of education on people’s lives around the globe               

will ultimately affect the wellbeing of the environment. For the past three decades, the UN has                

cooperated with government institutions and civil society in order to educate and create means              

that pave the path towards a sustainable future. Since the UNFCCC was brought to life in 1992 it                  

has recognised the importance of education in mitigating climate change. Its projects in this field               

have been extremely diverse and complex in order to reach all levels of society. As climate                

change remains an issue that not only concerns biodiversity and natural resource depletion, but              

also social inequality and poverty, educating the masses on climate change is one of the most                

important tasks of our time. Raising awareness is an essential part of the UN’s agenda and it has                  

set   up   numerous   projects   and   co-operations   in   order   to   reach   its   sustainable   development   goals.  

Climate   Change   Education   and   the   Sustainable   Development   Goals 

 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13 

 

Education on Climate Change falls under Sustainable Development goal 13 which is focused on               

combatting the effects of climate change. It can be further narrowed to subgoal 13.3; “improve               

4    http://db.nelsonmandela.org/speeches/pub_view.asp?pg=item&ItemID=NMS909  
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education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation,           

adaptation, impact reduction and early warning”. This is an important component to the SDGs              

because climate change cannot addressed by governments, businesses or NGOs alone. In the             

words of Secretary General Antonio Guterres “All of us – governments, businesses, consumers –              

will have to make changes. More than that, we will have to ‘be’ the change.” If this is to be                    5

possible   than   the   first   step   is   to   educate   people   on   what   that   change   is   and   how   we   can   make   it. 

 

Framework   Convention   Article   6  

This importance of education was incorporated in the fabric of the UNFCCC since the              

beginning. Article 6 of the Convention pushes for the cooperation of civil society, governments              

and other stakeholders to take action on climate change, which is both socially inclusive and               

gender-sensitive. This integrational and culturally sensitive path aims to make climate change            

solutions everyone’s business, as it is humanity's task to ensure the existence of planet Earth for                

generations to come. The vision of a green, low-emissions future is only possible if all walks of                 

life   band   together   through   cooperation,   knowledge   sharing   and   resilience.  

 

Public   Awareness,   Education   and   Public   Participation  

The signatories of the Convention agreed that a public awareness initiative should seek to              

educate the general public and influence their attitude towards making climate friendly choices.             

A large audience can be reached by working both with popular media (print, radio, television)               

and social media in order to communicate educating people on the causes and effects of climate                

change and methods of contributing to a greener future. While its strategy is to reach as many                 

people as possible, it also gives individuals the chance to raise their voice at more targeted                

groups both on a local and global level. This plays into the importance of public participation. It                 

is quintessential to allow the public a stage in combatting climate change. Allowing them to               

share their knowledge and innovations gives way to a more inclusive and future oriented              

approach to tackling the issues of climate change. The emphasis here lies upon the collaboration               

among different groups, such as the government and citizens partnering on projects and allowing              

5   https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-05-30/secretary-general-climate-action-delivered 
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the general public a say in the formation of policies. At its core lies the theory that if people feel                    

their opinions are valued and their voices are being heard it can transform a society into thinking                 

and acting more environmentally conscious. To be able to play a role in this fabric of change, the                  

public must have access to information. This aspect is not simply about knowledge circulation,              

but also brings up the question of how knowledge travels across social structures upon local,               

regional, national and international levels. Inspiring movements that influence not just           

policymaking   but   everyday   life   are   vital   in   conveying   such   messages. 

Since then Article 6 has been expanded by Article 10 e) of the Kyoto Protocol which further                 

emphasises   education   and   training   programs.  

 

The   Alliance  

 

 

http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/education_and_outreach/education_and_training/items

/8958.php  

 

In 2012 at the COP18 the UNFCCC banded together in with the Food and Agriculture               

Organisation (FAO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations           

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the United Nations Children’s          

Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), and the             

World   Meteorological   Organisation   (WMO)   to   create   The   Alliance.  

 

The Alliance aims to “promote meaningful, result-oriented and effective international          

cooperation in support of action on climate change education, training, public awareness, public             

participation and access to information”. The 13 members of the Alliance work closely with              

national governments in order to maximize the coherence and affectivity of their climate change              

education initiatives. Alongside the annual Conference of the Parties the Alliance organises            

events   to   highlight   the   different   activities   of   the   various   members   in   order   to   show   their   progress. 
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In 2014 during the COP20 held in Lima Peru, the Alliance showcased their cooperation with               

several partner organisations on communication and education. The event highlighted the           

importance of the two in connection with knowledge sharing to mitigate climate change. A year               

later, during the COP21 in Paris, the members laid emphasis on relaying the Sustainable              

Development goals both through formal and non-formal education. Marrakech hosted the COP22            

in 2016 where the Alliance held a side event on “Leaving No One Behind in Climate Change                 

Education”,   which   addressed   how   their   education   projects   could   be   made   more   inclusive.  6

 

 

https://earthdesk.blogs.pace.edu/files/2013/07/COPENHAGEN2.jpg 

 

Action   for   Climate   Change   Empowerment   (ACE)  

The UNFCCC works closely with UNESCO and other agencies under its Action for Climate              

Change Empowerment (ACE) programme, which is an interactive agenda for the implementation            

of Article 6. The purpose of the programme is to provide an adaptable and flexible framework,                

which acknowledges that every country's situation is different. It provides countries with            

6    http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/education_and_outreach/education_and_training/items/8958.php  
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possible strategies that they can implement on a national basis in order to comply with the                

Convention’s Article 6 requirements. The guidelines set by ACE facilitate the advancement of             

education projects, awareness-raising and public information sharing on both sustainable          

development and climate change in individual countries. Some countries currently find           

themselves incapable of implementing a National ACE Strategy. UNESCO and UNFCCC in            

particular   have   joined   forces   to   support   struggling   countries   to   implement   ACE.    7

 

National   ACE   Strategies  

 

 

    http://ncse.com/files/images2/press/ACE_logo_large_rgb.jpg  

 

 

Education  

Education seeks to change and deepen people’s understanding of particular topics. Especially            

young people are very impressionable in their developing years and must be informed about the               

effects of climate change from an early stage. This involves adjusting educational curricula and              

training educators. A successful programme would result in a population that not only fully              

acknowledges climate challenges but is also aware of solutions frameworks. This ultimately            

leads to greater appreciation of national and international effort to combating the climate change              

and   an   ability   to   contribute   to   it.  

 

7    http://en.unesco.org/esd-repo/672/2/action-clima.pdf  
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Training 

Climate change training programmes set out to teach specific practical skills, which upon             

completion can be applied in the practical field. Skills trainings would include the ability to               

gather and interpret climate data, create inventories of national emission levels and identifying             

climate-friendly technologies. A learning-by-doing approach is recommended in teaching the          

trainees. Such trainings are created for individuals, communities and organisations, as all can             

benefit   from   ongoing   learning. 

 

Public   Access   to   Information 

Another important aspect is public access to information programmes which engages citizens            

and civil society organisations in addressing climate change. These can be improved by ensuring              

that information is freely available. Access to information plays a crucial role in developing and               

implementing effective policies. It also inspires people to actively implement these policies.            

Technologies such as online databases that provide climate change information, statistical data            

should provide easy access to anyone who is interested in gathering more information             

surrounding   these   topics.  

 

Public   Participation  

Inspiring public participation from all tiers of civil society allows national governments to             

include and integrate individuals in mitigating climate change. This may profoundly transform            

the way political leaders and civil servants are used to working, however the inclusion of               

civilians in decision-making processes encourages people to actively adapt their lifestyle to            

become   more   climate   friendly.  

 

Public   Awareness  

Although major public awareness programmes have already been launched by several           

governments, non-governmental organisations, intergovernmental organisations and UN       

agencies, there is still a large unmet need for more awareness raising. Many countries are               

struggling to deal with other vast issues and do not have the time or the resources to create the                   

12 



 

necessary programmes. It is however an essential part of combating climate change to raise              

awareness on the causes and effects on climate change that will continue to damage our planet.                

Strengthening international cooperation is certainly one of the biggest ways this deficit can be              

expunged. All countries can benefit from sharing knowledge, resources, capital and institutional            

capacity   in   combating   this   global   issue.    8

 

 

Public   Awareness   of   Climate   Change  

http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/analysis-of-a-119-country-survey-predicts-gl

obal-climate-change-awareness/ 

 

8    http://en.unesco.org/esd-repo/672/2/action-clima.pdf 
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The difference between developed and developing countries in regards to climate change            

awareness is extremely vast. In Europe, North America and Japan more than 90 percent of the                

public was aware of climate change, whereas in developing countries such as Bangladesh, India              

and Egypt 65 percent were unaware. Overall, a striking 40 percent of the world’s population has                

never even heard of climate change, although many have observed changes in their local weather               

patterns.  

Top   predictors   by   country   of   climate   change   awareness   (a)   and   risk   perception   (b). 

http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/analysis-of-a-119-country-survey-predicts-gl

obal-climate-change-awareness/ 
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Debate   Questions  

 

1. What role if any does the UNFCCC and the UN in general play in climate change                

education?   Should   this   responsibility   be   increased?  

2. Whose responsibility is it to educate on the effects of climate change? Should climate              

change   education   be   mandatory   in   schools   and   if   so   from   what   age? 

3. How should the international community react to countries who refuse to educate their             

citizens   about   the   effects   of   climate   change   (e.g.   U.S.A)? 

4. How can developing countries with limited resources funding educate their citizens on            

climate   change?   Is   there   a   role   for   the   international   community   in   this? 

5. How   can   previous   solutions   implement   modern   technologies   and   social   media? 

6. Are there ways to improve the efficacy of the Action for Climate Change Empowerment              

(ACE)   programme? 

a.    How   can   countries   be   supported   in   order   to   implement   ACE’s   strategies?  

b. Should   the   Alliance   include   more   institutions   and   if   so   which   ones?  

7. Which countries are especially affected by a lack of climate change education and are in               

need   of   special   attention?   Does   the   UN   have      role   in   addressing   this? 

Further   Reading   on   Climate   Change   Education  

1. United   Nations   Alliance   on   Climate   Change   Webpage 

http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/education_and_outreach/education_and_traini

ng/items/8958.php  

2. UNFCCC   webpage   on   Public   Participation 

http://bit.ly/2xWBQwm 

3. UN   Education   and   Training   on   Climate   Change 

a. UNFCCC    http://bit.ly/2xVX3Xp 

b. UNESCO    http://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/cce  

4. The   Guardian   article   on   Poor   Climate   Change   Education  

http://bit.ly/2eUi40e 

5. UN   Document   on   integrating   Climate   Change   education   into   the   classroom 
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https://www.uncclearn.org/sites/default/files/inventory/resource_guide_on_integrating_cc

_in_education_primary_and_secondary_level.pdf  

6. UNICEF document on Climate Change and Environement Education        

https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/CFS_Climate_E_web.pdf  

7. US   Thinktank   Document   on   Combatting   Climate   Change   Through   Education  

http://brook.gs/2eNfnJP 

8. Sustainable   Development   Goal   number   13 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13 
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Topic   B 

Mitigating   the   effects   of   climate   change   on   Small   Island   Developing   States  

 

 

Map   SIDS   countries   and   territories  

http://www.scidev.net/filemanager/root/site_assets/spotlights/sids_oceans/sids-map_fileminimize

r_.jpg 

 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) can be defined as maritime countries with common             

development challenges, such as growing population levels, limited access to external sources,            

remote locations and fragile environments prone to natural disasters. A total of 57 territories are               

recognised under this category, from which 37 are UN member states. Most of the remaining 20                

SIDS territories are politically associated with UN member states. The above mentioned            

characteristics   make   these   territories   particularly   vulnerable   to   climate   change.  

 

List   of   SIDS   polities 

 

The UN member states SIDS countries are : Cabo Verde, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau,           

Maldives, Mauritius, Sao Tomé and Principe, Seychelles, Singapore, Caribbean, Antigua          

and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic,         

Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and             
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the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,          

Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste,          

Tonga,   Tuvalu,      and   Vanuatu.  

 

The non UN member SIDS territories  are politically associated the United States, the United              

Kingdom, the Netherlands, New Zealand or France. The political association of each of these              

SIDS   are   as   follows: 

 

U.S.A:  American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the            

Commonwealth   of   the   Northern   Mariana   Islands 

U.K:  Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Montserrat, as well            

as   the   Turks   and   Caicos   Islands 

France:    French   Polynesia,   Guadeloupe   and   Martinique 

The   Netherlands:    Aruba,   Curaçao   and   Sint   Maarten 

New   Zealand:    Cook   Islands 

Rising   Sea   Level  

In 2011 2,600 people were forced to relocate from the Carteret Island in New Guinea becoming                

the first climate change refugees. Each of the SIDs faces severe consequences from climate              9

change ranging from the destruction of natural habitats to complete submersion. One of the              

countries most at risk is the Maldives, where the archipelago is on average only 1.3 meters above                 

sea level and the entire population lives less than 5 Meters above the sea level. Current                10

projections indicate that sea levels are expected to rise another 1.14 meters in the next century, if                 

high carbon emissions continue. In response to this many SIDS have had to prepare for the                11

worst. Expecting widespread displacement and economic disruption and even the possibility that            

their islands may ultimately become uninhabitable. In order to address this SIDS states have              

9   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2173emerging%20issues%20of%20sids.pdf 
10    http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2013/08/SIDS-Small-Islands-Bigger-Stakes.pdf 
 
11 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/03/30/the-alarming-science-behind-projection
s-of-much-higher-seas-in-this-century/?tid=a_inl&utm_term=.1da0725efb28 
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taken a variety of actions including; developing public awareness programs to raise awareness of              

climate change, developing policies to respond to sea-level rise in coastal areas, assessing the              

socio-economic impacts of climate change especially its potential to displace people, and            

promoting   efficient   and   sustainable   use   of   local   resources   with   respect   to   climate   change.  12

 

 

Tokelauans   Perform   a   Dance   to   Promote   Climate   Change   Action  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/image/4551090-3x2-940x627.jpg 

 

In addition to taking these steps on their own initiative, they have lobbied the international               

community to take concrete actions to protect them and raise international awareness on the issue               

of climate change. The main organization they have formed to accomplish this is the  Alliance of                

Small Island States or  ASOSIS organization. AOSIS is a “coalition of small island and              

low-lying coastal countries that share similar development challenges and concerns about the            

environment, especially their vulnerability to the adverse effects of global climate change. It             

functions primarily as an ad hoc lobby and negotiating voice for small island developing States               

(SIDS)   within   the   United   Nations   system.”   13

12    http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2013/08/SIDS-Small-Islands-Bigger-Stakes.pdf 
13   http://aosis.org/about/ 
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International   Recognition   of   SIDS   states  

The International community led by the United Nations has taken several steps in protecting              

SIDS countries along with addressing climate change as a whole. Following the recognition of              

SIDS the United Nations issued the Rio Declaration in 1992 on Environment and Development              

which states that the “right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet               

developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations.” In keeping with            14

this the United Nations has sought ways to encourage development in harmony with the              

environment.  

  

Barbados   Declaration   and   the   Mauritius   Strategy  

The Barbados Declaration took place after the first international conference on SIDS in 1994. It               

established an action plan for assistance to small island states based on 14 points. A few of the                  

points to focus on were: climate change, sea level rise, natural and environmental disasters,              

coastal and marine resources as well as freshwater resources. The Mauritius Strategy was              15

drafted during the international SIDS conference in 2005 as an update to the Barbados              

Declaration. It added several new priority areas including; graduation from least developed            

country status, sustainable production and information management in order to help SIDS work             

towards   achieving   the   millennium   development   goals..  16

 

Samoa   2014 

The most recent conference on SIDS and took place in Samoa in 2014. SIDS drafted the                17

so-called Samoa Pathway, which focused on current challenges facing SIDS including; climate            

change, inequality, food security, resource management and biodiversity conservation, building          

green economies, maintaining ocean-based economies, sustainable energy, institutional        

mechanisms,   inter-organizational   partnerships   and   the   role   of   civil   society.  18

14   http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm 
15   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/conferences/bpoa1994 
16   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/conferences/msi2005 
17   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sids2014 
18   http://commonwealthfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Commonwealth-Insights_SAMOA-Pathway.pdf 
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Hurricanes   and   other   Natural   Disasters  

In early September 2017 Hurricane Irma swept through the Caribbean and the Southeast coast of               

the United States destroying homes, businesses and infrastructure. These natural disasters have            

the potential to destroy SIDS who have very little resources available to to respond to them. In                 

one of the worst examples in recent history, the small island of Barbuda was completely wiped                

out   by   hurricane   Irma   with   90%   of   the   structures   and   vehicles   destroyed.   19

 

 

Devastation   of   Barbuda. 

   Jan.   13.01.16   vs   11.09.17 

http://on.wcsh6.com/2wWTtPk 

The estimated cost to rebuild after the storm is more than 100 million USD. In the case of                  20

independent SIDS states there is not necessarily any outside entity that has a responsibility to               

help them pay to rebuild after such devastation. This added to already high debt levels among                

SIDS states can make it extremely difficult to rebuild after a natural disaster. For example the                

state of Antigua and Barbuda already has a debt of 96% of its annual GDP which is only 1.4                   21

19   http://ind.pn/2wawifD 
20   http://time.com/4935433/hurricane-irma-barbuda-antigua-survivors-caribbean/ 
21   https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2015/09/14/01/49/pr15244 
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billion USD. For many SIDS states like Antigua & Barbuda this makes disaster relief support               

the   most   crucial   element   of   their   foreign   policy   agenda.  

SIDS   Blocs 

 

Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS)- countries in the alliance are seeking strong action              

during this meeting. They seek concrete commitments from all countries and funding to help              

mitigate the effects of climate change on their societies. Although they do not have strong               

economic or political power they have a lot of moral authority on this issue as the countries that                  

will be directly affected the most by climate change. For the most part their economies are much                 

less reliant on carbon emissions and they are they are therefore much more likely to push for                 

strong   restrictions   on   Carbon   emissions   and   seek   assistance   from   major   polluters.  

 

The United States - The United States may become the first and only country to withdraw from                

the Paris Agreements. Despite this the United States will likely but not necessarily support              

funding to mitigate the effects of climate change for SIDS countries in order to maintain its                

international reputation as global leader and to safeguard the interests of it’s many small island               

territories. 

 

Other  countries with Small Island Territories-  This issue is of particular importance to the              

many countries that have Small Island Territories. These countries will generally follow their             

own national policies when it comes to the environment and climate change but will most likely                

place   a   particular   importance   on   building   concrete   solutions   to   this   issue.  

SIDS   Guiding   Questions 

1. Where should citizens of small island nations be relocated to if their island becomes              

uninhabitable? 

2. Should the international community fund projects to protect small island nations and if so              

what   form   should   these   projects   take? 

3. How can the international community help small island nations cope with the economic             

effects   of   climate   change? 
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4. How   can   the   UNFCCC   work   with   other   bodies   to   address   this   issue? 

5. How much responsibility do developed countries have in regards to bailing out such             

small   island   nations   in   accordance   with   the   Paris   Agreement? 

6. What role does knowledge sharing play in preventing the hazardous effect climate change             

is   having   on   these   territories? 

7. What sort of technological advancements are needed to ensure that these territories do not              

disappear? 

8. What responsibility does the international community have to rebuild Islands destroyed           

by   natural   Disasters   related   to   climate   change   such   as   hurricanes? 

Further   Reading   on   SIDS   climate   change   mitigation  

1. UN   list   of   SIDS   countries 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sids/list 

2. UNFCCC;   Climate   Change   Small   Island   States 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/cc_sids.pdf 

3. AOSIS   website 

http://aosis.org/about/ 

4. “Sea-Level Rise in Small Island Nations to Cost US$ Trillions: Shift to Green Policies              

and   Investment   Critical” 

http://bit.ly/1C7nPYP 

5. Climate   Change   And   The   Most   Vulnerable   Countries:   The   Imperative   To   Act 

http://www.un.org/ga/president/62/ThematicDebates/ccact/vulnbackgrounder1July.pdf 

6. Responding   to   Climate   Change   in   Small   Island   Developing   States 

    http://bit.ly/2es25Cp 

7. Small   Island   Developing   States   in   Numbers  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2189SIDS-IN-NUMBERS-CLI

MATE-CHANGE-EDITION_2015.pdf 

8. Report   on   the   Third   International   Conference   on   Small   Island   Developing   States 

http://commonwealthfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Commonwealth-Insig

hts_SAMOA-Pathway.pdf 
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9. Sustainable   Development   Goal   number   13 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13 

10. Small   Island   States   and   the   Paris   Agreements  

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/small-island-states-and-the-paris-agreement 
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