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INTRODUCTION	
 

Mortals! 
 
The gods have assembled once again to submit this document to you. The time we 

live in is one of enormous contrasts. On one hand we have the Roman Empire which 

never knew defeat and was growing for hundreds of years conquering city after city, 

burning Carthage down after three wars and becoming recognized as the highest of 

cultures and feared as the strongest armies to ever march the earth. Not much of this 

is left and the only thing standing between the walls of Rome falling a second time is 

not the power of the sword anymore, but the strength of some smart minds.  

On the other hand, many of you have never been leaders of said mind. Your people, 

many of them not existing until recently, do not write books. You do not build huge 

temples. But that does not mean you are not worthy of fighting for the legacy of Rome. 

 When a big Empire struggles, there are two possibilities: Either it somehow finds a 

way to remain in existence or it dies slowly or quickly. It is up to you, fellow mortals, to 

amuse us with your short lives and foolish actions! 

In this document, you may find a brief introduction to the topic, outlining the most 

important dates of this time as well as granting detailed description of the different 

people present in this committee or relevant for us. But as we know, not all of you are 

Roman. As this means you are rather uneducated, we did not want to only throw text 

at you so the first thing we will grant you is the map we are using for the committee.   

Qui audet adipiscitur! 

 

Mars, Mercury, Minerva 
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MAP	
 

 
 

This beauty is made by Mars himself. Obviously not every detail is 100 percent 

accurate with history, but it is something any of you mortals can really well work with 

and more than enough for you to conquer. We ask all of you not to forget that this map 

is far away from showing political realities. The Roman borders are weakened, some 

tribes are even living inside the Empire. While the torches of knowledge and wisdom 

are still burning in Alexandria, Constantinople, Athens and Rome, they are shining less 

bright than they used to before. It is up to you whether they will enlighten the world or 

will burn down with their town walls. The Huns hold onto much land, but never really 

settled down. While riding across Europe and pillaging an entire continent makes them 

rich, it does not grant them too much power. 
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PEOPLE	
 
WEST	ROME	
The story of the greatest success of all is said to have started in 753 B.C. when the 

last survivors of Troy made it to a land where the Greeks would not kill them like they 

did with all their friends and families. Now, much later, things have changed. The 

Greek city states that once harmed Rome are no more. Jesus Christ was born and 

after much struggle of his followers, became the root of a new religion, Christianity. 

The 27th February 380 A.D. when Theodosius I. and Valentinian II. met in 

Thessaloniki, they declared Christianity the official religion of Rome and declared 

following other gods a crime thus enabling some of the most brutal hunts in the known 

history.  

The religion might just be the only continuity existing in the entire world. Rome, a proud 

city that has always fought for itself, has long been occupied fighting itself instead. 

Since the Empire was first split using the concept of tetrarchy in the late third century, 

it has seen many rulers come and go. While the lowest soldier could rise to the very 

top, the highest general and even the Emperor could perish in the blink of an eye.  

Now, the situation of power is unstable. One year ago, Galla Placidia, the mother of 

the child that is officially emperor, Valentinian III., appointed Aetius as the highest 

general of Rome, de facto granting him the entire power over the empire. Close to 

Aetius is his general Litorius with whom he campaigned in Gaul.  

 

EAST	ROME	
Legends say that Byzantium was founded by a king called Byzas, long before Jesus 

Christ was born. The city soon turned into an important spot for trading and the port 

was known even in cities far away for being prosperous. Under Roman rule, everything 

became even better and with the name changing to Constantinople and the city 

becoming the capital of East Rome when Constantin the Great moved his capital there 

in 324. 

Now, the East is much safer and powerful than the West43.. Most borders are rather 

peaceful, and the stage is set for at least one Roman power to survive anything and 

anyone that might try to bring Rome down.   
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Representing East Rome will be the Emperor Theodosius II. Alongside him, Aspar and 

Flavius Taurus will give their everything as generals to ensure Rome’s’ survival.  

 

Vivere est militare is the motto under which they live or die. 
 

 

 

VISIGOTHS	
Alaric, in 410, was the man to forever break the Roman spirit when he sacked the 

capital, a place that has been thought to be invincible. Now it is up to Theodoric, an 

illegitimate child of his who became the next king after Wallia in 418, to decide what 

to do with the power he left you. Will the Visigoths stay in their nice little realm or do 

they want more? Will they fight alongside the Romans or against them?  The answer 

does not only depend on Theodoric, but also on Ulfilas and Thorismund. 

Especially Ulfilas is an interesting personality. Being the first to translate the bible, an 

achievement that is extraordinary, he brought Christianity closer to his people, like 

bringing a torch to mankind in its earliest days. Assembled around him are the greatest 

intellectuals his people produced. “The word is mightier than the sword” they say. For 

him it holds true. His influence is widely recognized and not limited to the borders of 

the Visigoths. Any Christ that heard his name will always remember what he did for 

their religion.  

Thorismund is the son of Theodoric, ready to fight for his father’s interest. He did not 

have enough time to be more than a mere heir to the king, but time might prove he is 

better than that. 

 

BURGUNDS	
It is said that the Burgunds are a Germanic trial from the Baltic Sea that made it to the 

Western Alps. Currently, your capital is Borbetomagus which will, in a far distant future, 

be known for the Saga of the Nibelungs, featuring the most prominent Burgundians of 

our time, Hagen and Gundahar. In 411, Gundahar, the king, was so powerful that he 

was able to set up Jovinus as a puppet emperor and, with his authority, could settle 

between the rivers Lauter and Nahe at the left bank of the Rhine.  

Four years ago, the Burgundian people converted to Christianity and 3000 of their 

warriors beat 10000 Huns. The Burgunds are to be feared by their enemies, no matter 
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which superiority in numbers is brought to the battlefield. This is what makes them 

invaluable foederati for Rome. 

 

VANDALS	
The Vandals originate from Scandinavia and migrated southwards in the late 2nd or 

early 3rd century. Reportedly, they held onto much territory around the Danube until 

the Goths fought them off. Later, when the Huns appeared, the Vandals saw 

themselves forced to migrate again, this time directly through the Roman Empire, 

pillaging and leaving more than one province of the Empire devastated. Finally, under 

their leader Genseric, they made it to Africa, something many Germanic leaders 

desired, and no one achieved. Now, they rule most of Northern Africa, stealing away 

the territories that Rome used to receive its nutrition from.  

Marching from Scandinavia to Gaul, then Iberia and then to the walls of Hippo Regius 

seemed to be a great story of heroics, even if the siege failed and had to be lifted. 

Then, when Bonifatius received enforcements from East Rome, he decided to chase 

the Vandals. This led to a catastrophe for Rome and the city of Hippo Regius had to 

be abandoned. Whether a peace treaty will be negotiated is up to the leaders of the 

respective factions. Until then, war is not over.  

 

BRITONS	
This people rules most parts of England. Until 388, England was a Roman province. 

Then, the attacks of tribes against Rome at all its borders and sometimes from the 

inside became too numerous to mount them easily. Thus, the legions started to retreat 

from the island, finally leaving it independent in 410, with no connections left according 

to Emperor Honorius.  

Vortigern is, as off the beginning of the historical crisis, a warlord of the Britons. Not 

only a proud warrior, he was also wise enough to see he needed help. For that, he 

invited the Saxons as mercenaries. Will he prove to be a true king, or will he remain 

nothing but a warrior that brings death where once before Rome spread life and 

prosperity? 
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FRANKS	
The Franks are another Germanic tribe living close to the Lower Rhine. At the present 

time, there are three different main branches: The Salians, Chatti and Ripuarians. 

When the Vandals attacked in 406, the Franks used the momentum and gained some 

territory themselves, forcing the Romans to grant it to them. At the same time, many 

Franks decided to become Foederati, fighting along the Romans. Whether it will stay 

this way or not depends on their leaders. Represented in the committee will be 

Chlodio, a king of the Salian Franks. Having been beaten by Aetius in 431 stopped 

him from advancing further, but it remains unsure whether those scars will heal quickly, 

and they will cooperate with Rome or whether further acts of war cannot be avoided. 

 

BAGAUDAE	
Bagaudae has a different meaning in celtic and latin. While in celtic it describes 

“warrior” or “tumultuous assembly”, in Roman it means “robber” or “agitator”. If one 

wants to understand the movement that is bagaudic, he will soon realize that it takes 

place in the least Romanized areas of Gaul and Hispania, Armorica and Vasconia.  

Encouraged by Alaric’s sack of Rome at the beginning of the century, the people found 

the will to fight for their freedom and independence from Rome. This failed in the 3rd 

century, but now, later, the chances might be different. Tibatto, a leader of slaves and 

farmers, is ready to step up and take charge of the interest of his people. How will 

Rome react? 

 

POPE	
The church is a powerful institution. Even Emperors and kings normally cooperate if 

the Pope asks them to. While not possessing a huge army or vast territories, the 

weapon of choice is faith. “A man that believes is a strong man” they say. Sixtus III. is 

the most important believer in the entire world. Upon his actions it will depend if 

Christianity can become even bigger or, if the darkest visions become true, even 

survive the fall of Rome.  
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FINAL	REMARKS	AND	RESEARCH	ADVICE	
 

Mortals, 

 

We did not expect you to be able to read so much, most people of our time are not 

that educated. The moment you read this marks the first time you make us proud. As 

we do reward achievement, we herebey allow you to ask any questions by replying to 

this mail or to ask them on Facebook etc. We will create a group there in order to 

organize a few things like the socials and, most importantly, academically interesting 

and highly intellectual debates (We mean the socials, but the organizing team from 

HAMMUN will read this document, so we got to hide the truth a bit).  

Also, if you need any help for preparation, we can recommend some pages: 

Britannica.com (internet presence of the encyclopedia Britannica) 

https://www.clio-online.de/webresource/page?language=en 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/accueil/en/content/accueil-en?mode=desktop 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 

http://apps.brepolis.net/BrepolisPortal/default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


