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Welcome Letter by the Secretary Generals 

Dear Delegates, 

we, the secretariat of HamMUN 2019, would like to give a warm welcome to all of you that 

have come from near and far to participate in the 21st Edition of Hamburg Model United 

Nations. We hope to give you an enriching and enlightening experience that you can look back 

on with joy.  

Over the course of 4 days in total, you are going to try to find solutions for some of the most 

challenging problems our world faces today. Together with students from all over the world, 

you will hear opinions that might strongly differ from your own, or present your own divergent 

opinion.  We hope that you take this opportunity to widen your horizon, to, in a respectful 

manner, challenge and be challenged and form new friendships.  

With this year’s slogan “Shaping a New Era of Democracy” we would like to invite you to 

engage in and develop peaceful ways to solve and prevent conflicts. To remain respectful and 

considerate in diplomatic negotiations in a time where we experience our political climate as 

rough, and to focus on what unites us rather than divides us. As we are moving towards an even 

more globalized and highly military armed world, facing unprecedented threats such as climate 

change and Nuclear Warfare, international cooperation has become more important than ever 

to ensure peace and stability. 

During the last year our team has worked tirelessly to turn HamMUN into a platform for you, 

where you can grow as a person, step out of your comfort zone and be the best delegate you 

can possibly be. We can’t wait to share it with you and are looking forward to an unforgettable 

time.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Leah Mathiesen & Tobias Hinderks 

Secretary Generals 
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Introduction Letter by the Chairs 

Dear Delegates, 

It is our pleasure and honour to welcome you to Hamburg Model United Nations conference 

for 2019. This year’s conference takes place from the 28th of November to the 1st of December, 

with the theme ‘Shaping a New Era of Diplomacy’. With this in mind, we urge you to put 

yourself in the place of those innocent refugees around the world, who don’t have a voice and 

to speak on behalf of all displaced people who do not have the opportunity to speak up for 

themselves. Well-spoken delegates are vital for a successful HamMUN, and we are so pleased 

to have you on board. We have the utmost faith in you, dear delegate, that you will exceed our 

expectations. Being part of this committee is both an important and challenging step towards 

understanding the current international refugee situation and then finding viable long-term 

solutions to curb this ever-growing problem. 

This conference is set on presenting on of the best UNHCRs yet, and we can’t wait for you to 

experience what we have planned. We compiled this study guide to introduce to you the topics 

which will be discussed in the conference. The committee topics were chosen based on their 

importance to contemporary global issues faced by the international community, which are 

lacking in collaboration and communication. This guide will only give you a glimpse of the 

topic, for which volumes of research have been conducted, so do not let this document stop 

your imagination, there is a lot more information out there! To encourage efficiency, we would 

like to encourage all delegates to do well prepared research before the conference and embody 

your country in the most respective ways. We hope you are looking forward to the conference 

as much as we are, and please do not hesitate to contact us through committee email or 

personally with any issues, we are always at your disposal.  

Your directors, 

Zeesha Shirin Bandyopadhyay, Parthabi Kanungo and Bent Simon 
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Introduction to the Committee 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established 

on the 1st of January, 1950, by UN General Assembly Resolution 319 (IV). When the UNHCR 

was created, the program was intended to run for only three years as many members of the 

General Assembly were against the idea of a permanent body for refugees.1 Once it was 

apparent that there were substantial amounts of refugees in places other than Europe, UNHCR 

became a permanent body.  

The UNHCR works with the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. The 

Foundational document of the UNHCR is the 1951 Refugee Convention; the committee has a 

supervisory role in ensuring that states comply with it.2 It is often involved directly in country 

operations, by assisting member states in national decision making, concerning the well-being 

of refugees and asylum seekers. UNHCR is also obliged to implement assistance measures.3 It 

does this through a wide range of activities, including relief distribution, emergency 

preparedness, developmental work, to even assisting with obtaining documentation and 

registration for refugees and other protected persons.4 The committee follows a 4Rs principle: 

Repatriation, Reintegration, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction, which are their primary 

methods of action. This corresponds with the body’s mandate of assisting refugees in post-

conflict situations.5   

UNHCR is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions, with 86% from governments and 

the European Union, and 10% from private donors. The UNHCR was launched with an annual 

budget of $300,000 USD in 1950 but since then, our annual budget in 2019 is $ 8.6 USD Billion, 

which goes on to show the increasing requirement of providing protection to refugees. 

 

 

 
1 https://www.refworld.org/docid/4214cb4f2.html 
2 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (adopted 28 July 1951, entered 

into force 22 April 1954) 189 UNTS 137 (Refugee Convention) art 35; Protocol 

Relating to the Status of Refugees (adopted 31 January 1967, entered into force 

4 October 1967) 606 UNTS 267 (Protocol) art II. 
3 UNHCR (n 4). 
4 UNHCR (n 4). 
5 UNHCR. Framework for Durable Solutions for Refugees and Persons of 

Concern <http://www.unhcr.org/partners/partners/3f1408764/framework-

durable-solutions-refugees-persons-concern.html> accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
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UNHCR resolutions and reports are not legally binding, but hold advisory status for member 

states. 
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Topic A: Addressing the Topic of Climate Refugees 

1. Introduction to the Topic 

In 2017, 68.5 million people were forcibly displaced – a number unprecedented in history.6 

Approximately a third of these (between 22.57 and 24 million8 people) were displaced by severe 

weather events. This number is expected to increase dramatically.9 Hence, the issue of climate-

induced migration has gained more and more momentum in the recent past. While the 

international community has begun to understand the severity of the issue, solutions are only 

partially in place. Most crucially, as will be explained below, climate-induced migrants are not 

awarded the standard of protection that is awarded to refugees.  

Climactic factors compel people to leave their places of habitual residence. This committee it 

needs to find a stance on two interrelated issues: delegates must decide whether migration is 

the only way to deal with worsening climatic conditions or find suitable alternatives, and if 

migration is, in fact, inevitable.  

1.1. Climate Refugees 

Refugees are protected by the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, provided 

they are refugees as defined in the Convention. It was updated by the Protocol relating to the 

Status of Refugees in 1967. Together, these documents form the cornerstone of the international 

system of the protection of refugees.10 They set the standard for the treatment of refugees and 

thereby attempt to ensure that they will not be discriminated against vis-à-vis nationals of the 

state they seek refuge in or other migrants. The Convention gives refugees the right to enter a 

foreign country and stay there. Furthermore, and just as important, it obliges states not to expel 

 

 
6 Podesta, The Climate Crisis, Migration and Refugees, 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-

refugees/  
7 The Nansen Initiative, Agenda for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced 

Persons in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change Volume I, 6, 

https://www.nanseninitiative.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/02/PROTECTION-AGENDA-VOLUME-1.pdf 
8 Tim McDonnell, The Refugees the World Barely Pays Attention To, 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/06/20/621782275/the-

refugees-that-the-world-barely-pays-attention-to 
9 Rigaud et al, Groundswell: Preparing for Internal Climate Migration, XIV 
10 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, The 1951 Convention 

relating to the status of Refugees: Its Relevance in the Contemporary Context, 

para. 1 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/
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or return a refugee to a territory where his or her life or freedom would be threatened on account 

of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion.11  

2. History of the topic 

The earth’s climate has always been changing, and severe weather events and other climatic 

factors have a long history of forcing people to move. However, temperatures of the atmosphere 

and the oceans are rising faster than ever, polar and glacial ice sheets continue to retreat and 

carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere is at a record high. This shows that climate 

change having an unprecedented and detrimental impact.12 

While the Greenhouse Effect and its correlation with global warming has been known since at 

least the 1950s, its impacts on humankind have remained speculative for decades thereafter. 

When the impacts began to be studied in the 1970s, the perspective was often narrowed down 

to developed nations, in which the scientists conducting the studies lived.13 It became clearer 

that negative impacts were likely to occur by the beginning of the new millennium, but as this 

seemed quite far away and there was no certainty whether the negative impacts would indeed 

occur, scientists refrained from calling for drastic action.14 The connection between climate and 

migration did not emerge as a field of research until the mid-1980s; scholars have attempted to 

isolate environmental conditions as the singular cause for migration, while others had pointed 

out that migration is a complex and multicausal issue.15 

More recently, it can be said that all aspects of climate change as a scientific phenomenon were 

roughly understood by 2001.16 As its impacts became more and more visible and began to affect 

an increasing number of people, climate-induced migration has gained a significant amount of 

attention, both from scientists and politicians.17 However, the climate keeps changing and 

 

 
11 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, Article 33(1) 
12 NASA, Climate Change: How Do We Know?, 

https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/ 
13 Weart, The Discovery of global Warming – Impacts of Climate Change, 

https://history.aip.org/climate/impacts.htm 
14 Id. 
15 Klepp, Climate change and Migration, 

https://oxfordre.com/climatescience/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228620.0

01.0001/acrefore-9780190228620-e-42 
16 Weart, The Discovery of global Warming – Impacts of Climate Change, 

https://history.aip.org/climate/impacts.htm 
17 Klepp, Climate change and Migration, 

https://oxfordre.com/climatescience/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228620.0

01.0001/acrefore-9780190228620-e-42 
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therefore keeps affecting more and more people, making the relationship between climate and 

migration a major issue in international policy. 

2.1. Historical Case Study: Syria 

Before the spark of Syrian conflict in 2007, a drought began that would last until 2010. There 

is strong evidence suggesting that increased aridity in the Mediterranean in general and this 

drought in particular can be linked to anthropogenic climate change. While three-year droughts 

are not unprecedented in Syria, geo- and ecosystems cannot withstand extended periods of 

water scarcity indefinitely. As all through the late 1990s and early 2000s rainfall has been below 

average, the environment was in no condition to resist an additional period of water scarcity, 

making the 2007 drought more severe.  

2.1.1. Background 

The shortage of water was further exacerbated by a steady population growth, which could not 

be sustained by the available resources. From 1950 until the beginning of the conflict, the Syrian 

population had grown from 3.3 million to well over 20 million. In a country as dry as Syria, a 

spike in population like this needs to be accompanied by careful governance and resource 

management. However, in the second half of the 20th century, water-intensive crops and 

unsustainable irrigation methods, which cause a steep decline in groundwater levels, were 

promoted. One particular way to do so was to subsidize diesel fuel, not only to operate water 

pumps, but also to connect farmers to distant markets through road transportation. The subsidies 

were cut during the 2007 drought. From an isolated environmental perspective, this is a 

reasonable measure, however the subsequently increased diesel price played its part in 

exacerbating the consequences of the drought. The diesel pumps used for irrigation had to limit 

their operation, decreasing crop production even further, and farmers who had grown reliant on 

diesel to transport their produce to distant markets could not do so anymore. In sum, there was 

less food which was harder to distribute, particularly in rural areas.This in turn increased 

migration to bigger cities. However, the urban infrastructure had 

been strained even before the drought, partly because of the influx 

of one million refugees from Iraq following the US invasion. 

Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) combined 

increased the Syrian urban population by 50 % in only eight years 
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– an increase the urban infrastructure could not keep up with. Against this backdrop of social 

tensions, the Arab spring reached Syria. 

3. Definition of key terms 

Refugee 

 

“a person who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons 

of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or 

political opinion,  is outside the country of his or her nationality and is 

unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail him- or herself of the 

protection of that country.”18 

Sudden-onset 

factor 

Climatic events that occur at short notice and leave little time to prepare and 

react, but rather make migration an immediate imperative for the people 

concerned. They include extreme weather events such as severe storms, 

floods and droughts. Typically, the areas affected are not made permanently 

uninhabitable by a singular extreme weather event. However, repeated 

exposure to such events is a strong disincentive to remain settled in the area 

in question. It is estimated that climate change will increase the likelihood 

of extreme weather events. 

Slow-onset 

factor 

Long-term consequences of climate change such as rising sea levels, 

desertification and salinization of fertile land. They have the potential to 

make an area permanently uninhabitable, but leave some time to prepare and 

react. 19 

Community 

migration 

Occurs when entire communities have to leave their place of habitual 

residence. It is usually only caused by severe environmental impacts, 

particularly disasters, but also when slow-onset events pass a critical 

 

 
18 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, Article 1(A)(2), read in 

conjunction with Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees, Article 1(2) 
19 See Brown, Migration and Climate Change, IOM Reseach Series 2008, 16,18 
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threshold. It typically comes at significant economic, social and cultural 

costs.20 It is the opposite of individual migration. 

International 

migration 

Migration that crosses international borders. Opposite: internal or domestic 

migration. 

 

4. Extending the definition of a refugee 

The lack of inclusion of climate-induced migrants in international refugee law has been 

identified as a “yawning gap” by some.21 Non-Governmental Organizations advocate strongly 

for its closure in order to secure the migrant’s full protection.22 Others warn that focusing too 

much on the legal status of the people affected might prevent a comprehensive approach to all 

aspects of the issue, as migration is primarily internal and the causes cannot solely be traced 

back to environmental factors.23 Moreover, it is argued that opening the existing 1951 

Convention for climate-induced migrants might weaken the refugee status, while drafting a new 

convention is rejected due to the length of the process.24 Hence, proponents of this view believe 

that the full body of existing laws and instruments, with a particular focus on human-rights 

based action and preventive measures must be used to address the issue.25 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 Campbell & Warrick, Climate change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 17, 

20 
21 Null, Maxine Burkett on Why “Climate Refugees” Is Incorrect – and Why It 

Matters, New Security Beat, 1 July 2016, 

https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2016/07/maxine-burkett-climate-refugees-

incorrect-matters/ 
22 See Environmental Justice Foundation, Protecting Climate Refugees, 

https://ejfoundation.org/what-we-do/climate/protecting-climate-refugees, and 

The Nansen Initiative, Towards a Protection Agenda for People Displaced 

Across Borders in the Context of Disasters and the Effects of Climate Change, 

https://www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/. 
23 Ionesco, Let’s Talk about Climate Migrants, Not Climate Refugees, 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/06/lets-talk-about-

climate-migrants-not-climate-refugees/ 
24 Id. 
25 Id. 

https://ejfoundation.org/what-we-do/climate/protecting-climate-refugees
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5. Current situation 

5.1. Groups most vulnerable to climate change 

Sudden-onset climatic events tend to displace people within their own country rather than 

across international borders.26 By 2050, in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and South Asia 

alone, more than 143 million people might be internally displaced due to climatic conditions.27 

In this context, it is helpful to consider which groups are most vulnerable to climatic events. A 

community’s vulnerability results from its exposure to slow and sudden-onset climatic factors 

as well as its ability to adapt to them. Population growth and unequal income distribution force 

particularly poor people to inhabit areas in which the risk of dangerous slow and sudden-onset 

climatic events is increased. The communities thus formed possess a low ability to adapt to 

these climatic events because there are little financial resources available.28 A person’s ability 

to migrate is dependent on his or her mobility and both financial and social resources. This 

means that people with the least resources available are the least able to migrate. However, the 

people with the least resources are forced to inhabit the most endangered areas. In other words, 

the people most vulnerable to climate change are the least likely to migrate.29 

5.2. Syria: The connection between climate and other push factors 

 
Figure 1. Source: Null & Risi, Navigating Complexity: Climate, Migration, and Conflict in a 

Changing World, 9 

 

 
26 Kouby & Bernauer, How Climate Change affects Migration, 

https://ethz.ch/en/news-and-events/eth-news/news/2018/02/bernauer-koubi-

climate-change-migration.html 
27 Rigaud et al, Groundswell: Preparing for Internal Climate Migration, XIV 
28 Brown, Migration and Climate Change, IOM Reseach Series 2008, 20 
29 Brown, Migration and Climate Change, IOM Reseach Series 2008, 9 
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There are many reasons for migration, and environmental factors are rarely understood to be 

the primary reasons for it.30 However, environmental factors may interact with other drivers of 

migration in many ways (see History of the Topic). The eruption of the conflict in Syria in 2011 

provides an example for this.31  

5.2.1. Teitiota and New Zealand 

Mr Teitiota from Kiribati, who applied for refugee status in New Zealand, argued that rising 

sea levels and the associated environmental degradation will eventually force all inhabitants of 

Kiribati to leave their home country. However, the authorities found that he does not fulfil the 

requirements of the convention and thus is not protected as a refugee because he did not leave 

his home country because of prosecution, but because of climate change. This decision was 

upheld by the New Zealand Supreme Court.32 Other international instruments – which may 

apply to the people concerned, such as general human rights treaties – fail to address basic 

questions like the admittance of climate-induced migrants into the country and what kind of 

treatment they are entitled to.33 

5.3. Adaptation and Relocation: The example of Small Pacific Island States 

While climate change may provide a strong incentive to leave one’s place of habitual residence, 

ancestral ties to the land inhabited are frequently a strong disincentive, particularly in the 

context of community migration in small Pacific Island nations.34 Hence, there is a common 

consensus that building resilience to harsh climatic conditions should take precedence over 

forced relocation.35 However, there have been instances in which entire communities have been 

moved to a safer location as a last resort. The need to relocate is most pressing in small Pacific 

island states.  

 

 

 
30 Null & Risi, Navigating Complexity: Climate, Migration, and Conflict in a 

Changing World, 8 
31 The following section is based upon Null & Risi, Navigating Complexity: 

Climate, Migration, and Conflict in a Changing World, 25 et seqq. 
32 Supreme Court of New Zealand, Teitiota v Ministry of Business Innovation 

and Employment [2015] NZSC 107 (20 July 2015), para. 14 
33 The Nansen Initiative, Towards a Protection Agenda for People Displaced 

Across Borders in the Context of Disasters and the Effects of Climate Change, 

https://www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/  
34 Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 21 
35 Ministry of Economy, Republic of Fiji, Planned Relocation Guidelines – A 

framework to undertake climate change related relocation, 5 

https://www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/
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5.3.1. Possible migration patterns: 

As less and less suitable land will be available for all citizens, migration patterns may be 

inevitable. Beginning as individual migration, people tend to follow labor market opportunities, 

i.e. domestic migration to urban centers is likely to commence.36 This phenomenon is not 

exclusive to Pacific Islands. For example, at least seventeen communities in the United States 

had to be relocated due to a deteriorating environment, the most prominent of them being 

Shishmaref in Alaska and Isle de Jean Charles in Louisiana.37 

Internationally, the most suitable migration destinations are the ones that bear the lowest 

economic, social and cultural costs. These would be other Pacific island states. Unfortunately, 

they find themselves in a similar situation as the country of origin. This makes it likely that 

individuals will follow pre-set migration pathways and join existing diasporas in Pacific Rim 

states like Australia, New Zealand and the United States.38 But the states that currently host the 

largest number of potential migrants may have the most limited access to international 

migration opportunities.39 

5.3.2. Community Relocation 

It would be advantageous if potential relocation sites are as close to the original places of 

residence as possible for two reasons. First, the costs of moving an entire community are kept 

low the closer the destination is. Secondly, the special relationship between many Pacific 

Islanders and the land they occupy is respected.40 Land and people are often considered 

inseparable, and the land occupied often plays a significant role in identity, culture and religion. 

Individuals facing a potential loss of their ancestral land may perceive this as the worst thing 

that could possibly happen.41  

5.3.3. Kiribati’s land purchase in Fiji 

There are no present-day examples of communities being relocated internationally. However, 

Kiribati has attracted international attention when it bought a plot of land on an island which 

 

 
36 Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 19 
37 Herrmann, The United States‘ Climate Change Plan – What needs to happen 

now, 1 
38 Id., 20 
39 Id., 20 
40 Id., 21 
41 Id., 10 
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belongs to Fiji.42 Initially termed as a territory to be used for settlement, its intended use shifted 

more towards farming.43 The land purchase was part of the so-called “Migration with Dignity” 

strategy that aimed at providing long-term solutions to Kiribati citizens affected by climate 

change, for example by providing more migration opportunities.44  However, there is no 

guarantee of entry for potential Kiribati migrants because Kiribati merely owns the land, but 

cannot exercise any state powers. Furthermore, the suitability of the land for settlement has 

been called into question.45 Current politics have shifted towards a strategy focused on 

increasing resilience,46 also paying tribute to the fact that Fiji finds itself in a situation similar 

to Kiribati.47 

5.3.4. Migration as a coping strategy 

As the effects of climate change are likely to increase in the future, it must be considered 

whether migration, particularly planned relocation, is an appropriate tool to alleviate them.  

5.3.4.1. Learning from past experiences: 

The standard of living of the resettled communities often decreases after the relocation, unless 

specific measures to prevent this are part of the relocation process. For example, for the 

construction of the Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtse River in China, 1.3 million people had 

to be resettled. The individuals concerned were offered compensation and housing in a different 

location, leading to better results compared to uncontrolled displacement.48 

 

 

 

 
42 Republic of Kiribati, Kiribati buys a piece of Fiji, 

http://www.climate.gov.ki/2014/05/30/kiribati-buys-a-piece-of-fiji/  
43 Radio New Zealand, Kiribati to start farming on its land in Fiji, 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/322637/kiribati-to-start-

farming-its-land-in-fiji 
44 Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 25 
45 Ellsmoor & Rosen, Kiribati’s land purchase in Fiji: does it make sense?, 

https://www.devpolicy.org/kitibatis-land-purchase-in-fiji-does-it-make-sense-

20160111/  
46 Walters, Pacific climate migration a political tug of war, 

https://www.newsroom.co.nz/2019/04/23/548776/pacific-climate-migration-a-

political-tug-of-war# 
47 Cf. Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 

20 
48 Weerasinghe, Planned Relocation, Disasters and Climate Change: 

Consolidating Good Practices and Preparing for the Future, para. 36 

http://www.climate.gov.ki/2014/05/30/kiribati-buys-a-piece-of-fiji/
https://www.devpolicy.org/kitibatis-land-purchase-in-fiji-does-it-make-sense-20160111/
https://www.devpolicy.org/kitibatis-land-purchase-in-fiji-does-it-make-sense-20160111/
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5.3.4.2. Involving the international community 

Migration caused by large-scale infrastructure development projects did not cross international 

borders, hence it was primarily subject to domestic law. The majority of planned relocations in 

the context of climate change are likely to take place in a domestic setting as well, but this does 

not mean that the international community has no role in these processes. First, international 

actors may take supporting roles and assist in capacity building.49 Secondly, individuals 

concerned are protected by human rights, the observance of which is an interest of the 

international community.50 A relocation measure may violate certain human rights51 even if the 

life and physical integrity of the communities to be relocated might be threatened by a changing 

climate. This leads to the question of whether states are under an obligation to protect their own 

citizens by relocating them.52 

5.3.4.3. Opportunities through migration 

Aside from these challenges, migration may provide opportunities for the states concerned. 

First, if migrants join the workforce of their destination state, they are likely to provide 

remittances in the form of money or goods to family members at home. If these migrants return, 

a transfer of skills, knowledge and perhaps technology may occur. Secondly, the scarce 

resources in the country of origin will be less pressured due to the departure of individuals.53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
49 Id,, para. 7 et seq. 
50 ICJ, Case concerning the Barcelona Traction, Light and Power Company, 

Limited, Second Phase, Judgment of 5 February 1970, para. 33, 34; Human 

Rights Committee, General Comment No. 31, para. 2 
51 For example, rights relating to the preservation of identity, culture and self-

determination, especially of indigenous peoples where applicable, might be 

concerned. See Weerasinghe, Planned Relocation, Disasters and Climate 

Change: Consolidating Good Practices and Preparing for the Future, para. 47. 
52 Id., para. 48 
53 Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 23 

et seq. 
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6. Past Actions 

6.1. Warsaw Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with Climate Change 

Impacts 

This was established to address three distinct objectives:54 the Loss and Damage Mechanism to 

enhance knowledge and understanding of losses and damages caused by climate change, 

strengthening dialogue, coordination, coherence and synergies and to enhance action and 

support to address loss and damages associated with climate change. Forms of support include 

finance, technology and capacity-building. Its main focus is on gathering information but there 

is not yet a financial mechanism in place.55  

6.2. The Nansen Initiative and the subsequent Platform on Disaster Displacement 

It has worked towards a protection agenda for people displaced across borders in the contexts 

of disasters and the effects of climate change. It is a bottom-up consultative process working 

towards closing the protection gaps existing in international law,56 culminating in the adoption 

of the Agenda for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced Persons in the Context of Disasters 

and Climate Change in 2015, a non-binding document endorsed by 109 States.57 In order to 

build upon the results achieved, the Platform on Disaster Displacement, a follow-up 

mechanism, was established to implement the recommendations of the protection agenda.58 

 

 

 
54 See UNFCCC, Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage, 

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-

damage-ld/warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage 
55 See Rattani, Climate-induced loss and damage continues to be neglected 

globally, https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/no-notable-

outcomes-in-bonn-meetings-for-loss-and-damage-due-to-climate-change-

impacts-58882, and CARE, Loss and Damage: Put the most vulnerable at the 

center, https://careclimatechange.org/cares-submission-unfccc-warsaw-

international-mechanism-loss-damage/ . However, there have been attempts to 

receive compensation in the absence of an international mechanism. They 

include invoking international and national courts but have rarely been 

successful in the past. Nevertheless, this might change in the future. For an 

overview, see http://climatecasechart.com 
56 The Nansen Initiative, Towards a Protection Agenda for People Displaced 

Across Borders in the Context of Disasters and the Effects of Climate Change, 

https://www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/ 
57 McAdam, From the Nansen Initiative to the Platform on Disaster 

Displacement: Shaping International Approaches to Climate Change, Disasters 

and Displacement, 1524 
58 See https://disasterdisplacement.org 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/no-notable-outcomes-in-bonn-meetings-for-loss-and-damage-due-to-climate-change-impacts-58882
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/no-notable-outcomes-in-bonn-meetings-for-loss-and-damage-due-to-climate-change-impacts-58882
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/no-notable-outcomes-in-bonn-meetings-for-loss-and-damage-due-to-climate-change-impacts-58882
https://careclimatechange.org/cares-submission-unfccc-warsaw-international-mechanism-loss-damage/
https://careclimatechange.org/cares-submission-unfccc-warsaw-international-mechanism-loss-damage/
https://www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/
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6.3. New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants 

On 19 September 2016, the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted the New York 

Declaration for Refugees and Migrants. It contains core elements of a Comprehensive Refugee 

Response Framework and calls for the negotiation of two independent instruments focusing on 

refugees and migrants respectively.59 Consequently, the United Nations General Assembly 

adopted the Global Compact on Refugees on 17 December 2018, while the Global Compact for 

Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration was approved by 164 states on 10 December 2018. 

6.4. Global Compact on Refugees 

The Global Compact on Refugees does not yet recognize climate-induced migrants as refugees. 

Rather, climate, environmental degradation and natural disasters are “not in themselves causes 

of refugee movements,” Despite the acknowledgement of a strong interaction between climatic 

conditions and drivers for refugee movements. 60 

6.5. Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 

The Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration explicitly recognizes climate 

change as a driver of migration61 and calls for regular pathways of migration for people affected 

by a sudden-onset climatic event, but only while adaptation in or return to their home country 

is not possible.62 The Compact also calls for further cooperation to develop long-term solutions 

for people displaced from their home countries due to slow-onset climatic factors.63 It stresses 

the importance of gathering information on migration movements as well as regional 

cooperation is stressed.64 

7. Conclusion 

In the past, the international community has set out the general direction in which the issue of 

climate-induced migration should develop. However, sustainable long-term solutions are yet 

lacking, be it in relation to people permanently displaced from their home countries or in 

relation to compensation of damages. As these matters are very 

 

 
59 New York Declaration, para. 21; United Nations, New York Declatation, 

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/declaration 
60 Global Compact on Refugees, para. 8 
61 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Objective 2b) 
62 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Objective 5g) 
63 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Objective 5h) 
64 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, Objectives 2h), 2j), 

2k) 
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likely to become more pressing in the future, a foundation for a solution should be laid as soon 

as possible. Nevertheless, it must be acknowledged that migration is a highly complex issue 

which is not solely driven by climatic events, but also by events that are themselves influenced 

by climatic conditions. A sustainable long-term solution will have to take these complexities 

into account. One way to do so might be to distinguish between measures to increase resilience 

to climatic conditions, i.e. to prevent people from moving in the first place on the one hand and 

questions related to both national and international migration on the other. 

7.1. Questions a Resolution should answer 

(1) Should the international community focus on either increasing resilience to climatic 

conditions, on managing migration or on both aspects? 

(2) How should international migration due to climatic factors be managed?  

(3) Should measures of planned relocation be taken? 

(4) Which pathways of regular migration (induced by climatic conditions) should there be? 

7.2. Further Reading 

7.2.1. Required 

• Podesta, The Climate Crisis, Migration and Refugees, 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/ 

• Weerasinghe, Planned Relocation, Disasters and Climate Change: Consolidating Good 

Practices and Preparing for the Future, UNHCR 2014 (particularly Executive Summary 

and Chapter 4), https://www.unhcr.org/54082cc69.pdf 

• Null & Risi, Navigating Complexity: Climate, Migration, and Conflict in a Changing 

World, available at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/navigating-complexity-

climate-migration-and-conflict-changing-world (pp 4-20) 

7.2.2. Optional 

• Scherer & Tänzler, The Vulnerable Twenty – From 

Climate Risks to Adaptation, https://www.climate-

diplomacy.org/file/3579/download?token=TdkoQNTi 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/
https://www.unhcr.org/54082cc69.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/navigating-complexity-climate-migration-and-conflict-changing-world
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/navigating-complexity-climate-migration-and-conflict-changing-world
https://www.climate-diplomacy.org/file/3579/download?token=TdkoQNTi
https://www.climate-diplomacy.org/file/3579/download?token=TdkoQNTi
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• Kälin & Schrepfer, Protecting People Crossing Borders in the Context of Climate 

Change – Normative Gaps and Possible Approaches, 

https://www.unhcr.org/4f33f1729.pdf 

• Campbell & Warrick, Climate Change and Migration Issues in the Pacific, 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf  

  

https://www.unhcr.org/4f33f1729.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf
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Topic B: The Situation in Cameroon: Facilitating the 

Rehabilitation of Internally Displaced Persons and Refugees from 

the Lake Chad Region 

1. Introduction  to the Topic 

The Lake Chad Basin, spanning across eight countries in the African continent: Algeria, Libya, 

Sudan, Central African Republic (CAR), Cameroon, Nigeria, Niger and Chad, is currently 

facing multiple risks, from climate and economy-related ones, to armed conflicts that have 

generated severe humanitarian crises.  

Source: BGR 

 

The humanitarian crisis in Cameroon 

poses a conundrum because of the vast 

groups of refugees and IDPs involved, 

each group displaying a distinct sense 

of vulnerability.  Today, some 398,671 

refugees are currently being hosted in 

the country, primarily comprising of 

some 287,467 from the Central African 

Republic, some 107,840 from Nigeria, 

and a 1,598 from Chad.65  

Since November 2017, the state armed 

forces began engaging in a particularly 

violent conflict with separatist groups campaigning for the separation of Cameroon’s English-

speaking region, from the Francophone region. Thereafter, the number of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in the north-west and south-west regions, has risen to a figure of 530,826.66 

Moreover, there are a total of 262, 831 IDPs in the far north region, 

due to the severe impact of the armed conflict in neighbouring 

 

 
65 UNHCR, ‘Country Profile- Cameroon (Refugee Operation Portal) 

<https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/cmr> last accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
66 ibid. 
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Northern Nigeria, between state forces and the Boko Haram insurgency.67 

Cameroon’s internal disturbance has now forced more than 30,000 Cameroonians to flee to 

Nigeria. Meanwhile, the Cameroonian government has increased the repatriation of Nigerian 

refugees, forcing thousands to go back to a country where Boko Haram continues to further its 

human rights violations.68 While the internal conflict in itself needs to be resolved at a regional 

level to prevent a civil war, the rehabilitation of thousands of refugees hailing from Nigeria and 

CAR is a matter that calls for the immediate response of the Executive Committee of the 

UNHCR. 

2. History of the topic 

In 1961, the British-administered trust 

territory of Southern Cameroon voted 

in favour of joining the French-

administered La République du 

Cameroun, during a plebiscite 

organised under the trusteeship 

mandate of the UN. A two-state 

federation model had been accepted, 

as Southern Cameroon and La 

République were to be recognised as 

West and East Cameroon, 

respectively. 

Subsequent governments, however, did not quite respect the federal structure. The Ahidjo 

government in 1972 abandoned the federal structure of government, establishing the unitary 

Republic of Cameroon. By 1984, the Paul Biya government had changed the name to La 

République du Cameroun. With this, also began the Anglophone’s struggle of preventing the 

assimilation of their identity into the mainstream Francophone 

society. The current Anglophone crisis is, therefore, an extension 

 

 
67 ibid.                                                                                                                   
68 L Schlein, ‘UNHCR Calls on Cameroon to Halt Forcible Returns of Nigerian 

Refugees’  VOA (19 Jan 2019) <https://www.voanews.com/africa/unhcr-calls-

cameroon-halt-forcible-returns-nigerian-refugees> accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
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of this historic resistance by a minority, from having the majority’s culture imposed upon 

them.69 Some 20 percent of a country of 24 million currently speaks English, as opposed to 

French. 

2.1. The security situation in Nigeria: Direct impact 

In July 2009, hundreds were killed in northeastern Nigeria after the Boko Haram Islamist 

Movement launched its violent insurgency campaign, with the ultimate aim of establishing an 

Islamic State in Nigeria.70 As the situation worsened, with bombings, mass-shooting, raids and 

kidnappings orchestrated by the now UN-designated terrorist organisation, hundreds began 

fleeing to neighbouring Cameroon. From 2011, Boko Haram began maintaining a presence in 

Cameroon’s Far North, using it as a logistics base, and a site for combatant recruitment.71 In 

2013 the conflict escalated and the number of Nigerian refugees fleeing to Cameroon increased 

to 20,000in June.72 The Cameroonian government set up a refugee camp in the northern town 

of Minawao, with a capacity to hold 20,000 people.73  

In 2014, Boko Haram launched its first attack on Cameroonian soil, in the Far North region. As 

the state began mobilising its forces in a military retaliation, Boko Haram continued to launch 

attacks and orchestrating suicide bombings, causing a significant internal displacement in the 

Far North. By mid-2015, the number of Nigerian refugees in the camp had risen to almost 

100,000.74 In 2015, Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger formed a military coalition to drive 

Boko Haram out of towns, and back into the Sambisa Forest.75  

2.2. The civil war in Central African Republic 

 

 
69 ibid. 
70 BBC, ‘Nigeria Profile: Timeline’ (BBC, 18 Feb 2019) < 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13951696> accessed 22 October 

2019. 
71 International Crisis Group, ‘Cameroon: Confronting Boko Haram’ (16 

November 2016) <https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-

africa/cameroon/cameroon-confronting-boko-haram> accessed 23 October 

2019. 
72 P Obaji Jr, ‘Cameroon Used to Welcome Refugees. Now It Forcibly Expels 

Them.’ (Opinion Piece, 12 February 2019) Foreign Policy < 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/02/12/cameroon-used-to-welcome-refugees-

now-it-forcibly-expels-them-nigeria-refoulement/> accessed 23 October 2019. 
73 ibid. 
74 ibid. 
75 BBC (n 75). 
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In March of 2013, Muslim Seleka rebels in the Central African Republic ousted the then 

President Bozize, and rebel leader Michel Djotodia was sworn in as President, as the 

constitution was suspended and parliament was dissolved, in an internationally condemned 

coup.76 This caused a violent retaliation from Christian militias, as the country was plunged 

into a grueling civil war. Since mid-2013, refugees in thousands began fleeing CAR for 

Cameroon. In early 2014, the UN had to formally step in, to augment the African Union led 

peacekeeping mission, officially launching the Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 

Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA).  

2.3. Recent developments leading up to the separatist movement in Cameroon 

On 11 October 2016, peaceful strikes were organised by Anglophone lawyers in south-west and 

north-west Cameroon, over the perceived marginalisation of the Anglophone practice of 

common law, in the country. They were subsequently joined by the Anglophone Teachers' 

Union. As the movement began to gain momentum, efforts at concluding a successful dialogue 

between the Cabinet and the Unions failed, as the government’s proposals were rejected. The 

government, in turn, responded by shutting off the internet, and restricting freedom of the press. 

As the separatist movement began gaining traction, the government restricted the right to hold 

rallies, and to conduct public meetings in the Anglophone region.  

On 1 October 2017, the national military was deployed in the English-speaking provinces. On 

2 October, the police open fired on a crowd of protestors, killing 17 people. As further violence 

erupted, over 20,000 Cameroonians from the Anglophone region had to be granted refugee 

status in Nigeria, by March 2018.77 By the end of 2017, armed separatist groups had been 

formed. The consequences point towards human rights abuses at the hands of both the state 

military, and the separatist groups, led by the Ambazonian Military Force, that seeks to create 

a new nation-state called Ambazonia, comprising of the northwest and southwest parts.  

 

 

 

 
76 BBC, ‘Central African Republic Profile: Timeline’ (1 August 2018) < 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13150044> accessed 23 October 

2019. 
77 Unrepresented Nations and People’s Organization, ‘Timeline: Unfolding of 

the Independence Movement in Ambazonia’ (Sep 10 2018) 

<https://unpo.org/article/21073> accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
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3. Current situation 

Since 2017, the armed confrontation between the Cameroonian state military and the separatist 

groups has killed at least 1800 people, according to UN estimates.78 The most recently reported 

fighting in August 2019 is believed to have killed at least 34, forcing thousands of others to flee 

their homes.79 Since 2017, thousands of villages have been torched at the hands of the military 

and the separatist groups. Children’s right to education has been consistently targeted by the 

separatist groups, under their ‘no school’ policy, as they have sought to shut down schools in 

the region, and kidnap children from schools.80 The state military has even been known to have 

conducted extra-judicial executions.81 At the heart of the crisis, is the need to rehabilitate the 

35,000 Cameroonian Anglophone refugees that have had to flee to an equally unstable 

Nigeria.82 The massive IDP count of 530,826 continues to increase, and newer instances of 

violence and fighting continue to be reported.83  

3.1. The spillover effect from the humanitarian crises in Nigeria and CAR 

After Nigeria, Cameroon is the second most affected country from the Boko Haram crisis, in 

the region. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 

more than 50 percent of the residents in the far north of the country (around 1.9 million), are in 

need of humanitarian assistance.84 As the Nigerian military forces and the Boko Haram 

insurgency continue to remain engaged in an armed conflict, just north of the Cameroonian 

border, the security situation in Cameroon’s far north continues to worsen. In 2018, 445 lives 

 

 
78 A Prentice, ‘Thousands flee deadly violence in Cameroon's separatist regions: 

sources’ (Aug 27 2019) Reuters  <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

cameroon-separatists-violence/thousands-flee-deadly-violence-in-cameroons-

separatist-regions-sources-idUSKCN1VH1UO> accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
79 ibid. 
80 OCHA, ‘Humanitarian Response Plan-Cameroon’ (Summary, Jan 2019) 

<,https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.inf

o/files/documents/files/2019_cmr_hrp_20190219_summary_print.pdf> 

accessed 20 Sep 2019. , 
81 Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, ‘Atrocity Alert: Conflict in 

Cameroon risks spiraling completely out of control’ (Atrocity Alert, No. 156, 

29 May 2019) <http://createsend.com/t/j-

5DA5AFB7859C41A42540EF23F30FEDED> accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
82 UNHCR (n 2). 
83 UNHCR (n 2). 
84 OCHA, ‘Humanitarian Response Plan-Cameroon’ (Summary, Jan 2019) 

<,https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.inf

o/files/documents/files/2019_cmr_hrp_20190219_summary_print.pdf> 

accessed 20 Sep 2019. 
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were lost, due to this surge in fighting, as compared to the 281 that were reported dead in 2017.85 

The Cameroonian far north currently houses 262,831 IDPs, as a consequence of the Boko 

Haram crisis, who have lost all their property and now find it difficult to integrate into society, 

owing to the social stigmatisation on suspicion of having links to insurgent groups.86  

As of July 2019, there are 107,840 Nigerian refugees in Cameroon who are now at risk of being 

forcibly repatriated back to an unsafe country, given the present turmoil in their host country. 

Cameroon also currently hosts the largest number of refugees from the CAR, with the number 

being 287,467, as of July 2019.87 CAR residents began fleeing to Cameroon first in 2013-14, 

when Muslim Seleka rebels gained control of a predominantly Christian country, and the anti-

balaka Christian militias mobilised an opposition, plunging the country into a deadly civil war. 

The CAR refugees in Cameroon are housed in the East and Adamaoua, both of which are also 

regions characterised with high levels of poverty, of 30 percent, and 41.7 percent respectively.88 

4. Past Actions 

In Cameroon, the UNHCR’s main interventions have included protection by presence in the 

south-west, having deployed more than 178 partner staff to reach the farthest IDPs, protection 

monitoring, by collecting, analysing, documenting and sharing information on protection 

incidents, and response, by addressing the specific protection risks of the most vulnerable IDPs, 

including ensuring access to civil documentation.89 UNHCR partners have established a 

monitoring database, where data on protection incidents is entered, analysed, and from which 

analytical reports can be generated in real-time.90  

UNHCR has designed a joint cash assistance programme, to address the immediate food needs 

of the Cameroonian refugees housed in Nigeria.91 The idea of the project aims to promote 

refugee self-reliance, by handing them out cash to meet their basic needs, including food, but 

also expanding to education and healthcare. The strategy is yet to be implemented. 

 

 
85 ibid. 
86 ibid. 
87 ibid. 
88 ibid. 
89 UNHCR, ‘Cameroon 2019- Supplementary Appeal’ (March 2019) 

<http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Cameroon%202019

%20Supplementary%20Appeal%20%28March%202019%29.pdf> accessed 20 

Sep 2019. 
90 ibid. 
91 ibid. 
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On June 29, 2019, a Tripartite Agreement for Repatriation of Central African Refugees Living 

in Cameroon was signed by the Governments of Cameroon and CAR, with HCR.92 The 

agreement imposes several physical, legal and material security conditions that need to be 

maintained for the safe and dignified return of CAR refugees back to their country of origin. 

On August 23, 2019, at least 130 Nigerian refugees who had fled to Cameroon, were flown 

back to Nigeria, in the first phase of a voluntary repatriation exercise organised by Nigeria, in 

collaboration with the HCR.93 On 23 October 2019, the first phase of CAR refugees began 

returning home. 500 refugees have signed up for this first phase of voluntary repatriation.94    

5. Conclusion 

Cameroon presents a particularly challenging situation on the ground, for HCR and other 

agencies involved. The presence of multiple groups of refugees and IDPs scattered across the 

country: from the Nigerian refugees and Cameroonian IDPs in the Far North, CAR refugees in 

the East, and IDPs and refugees (that have fled to Nigeria) from the Anglophone region. The 

differing dynamics of displacement, associated with each group, makes the ultimate goal of 

rehabilitation quite testing, as it may not be feasible to adopt a unified reintegration-

rehabilitation model for the entire refugee-IDP population in the region. The socio-

psychological element associated with the reintegration process would be undermined, should 

the differing needs of each refugee or IDP group be ignored. HCR’s presence in the region and 

its ability to coordinate with other humanitarian actors is of paramount significance, as the 

rehabilitation process, especially in a region marked with ongoing violence, is highly dependent 

upon the cooperation between the humanitarian actors involved, as well as agency-government 

cooperation. 

 

 

 

 
92 UNHCR Tripartite Agreement for the Voluntary Repatriation of Central 

African Refugees Living in Cameroon between the Government of the Republic 

of Cameroon, the Governments of the Central African Republic and UNHCR 

(29 June 2019) <https://www.refworld.org/docid/5d2f244a4.html> accessed 6 

October 2019. 
93 ME Kindzeka, ‘Nigerian Refugees Start Voluntary Return from Cameroon’ 

(23 August 2019) VOA < https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-refugees-

start-voluntary-return-cameroon>. 
94  
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6. Possible considerations for the future 

Rehabilitation of the refugees and IDPs in Cameroon would be the final step in addressing this 

humanitarian crisis. The first step is to allow for the organized voluntary repatriation of CAR 

refugees being hosted in Cameroon. While the first phase of ensuring a safe and dignified return 

of Nigerian refugees has successfully begun, ensuring the re-integration of these refugees in a 

country they once called home, in yet another key task.95 They will need to be reintegrated, 

both in the far north, and those in the north-west and south-west of the country. The continued 

violence in the Anglophone region makes it particularly challenging to implement any 

reintegration measures, as far as the IDPs are concerned. HCR’s access to the Anglophone 

region is also restricted because of the continuing violence. 

UNHCR has estimated that there will be no improvement in the security situation in Cameroon, 

in 2019, without the parties engaging in constructive dialogue.96 While the Swiss-led mediation 

between the Cameroonian government and the separatists is expected to proceed, it is difficult 

to predict if those talks will even last more than a week. But the IDPs and refugees will still 

need to be accommodated, irrespective of the outcome of the dialogue.97 As it is highly unlikely 

that the conflict would end within this year, the number of Cameroonian refugees in Nigeria is 

expected to reach 50,000 by the end of 2019.98 Hence, one of the HCR’s chief priorities is to 

reduce the dependence of these populations on humanitarian assistance.99 While the joint cash 

assistance programme makes an ambitious promise, its implementation might as well be 

another story. 

 

 

 
95 M E Kindzeka, ‘Nigerian Refugees Start Voluntary Return from Cameroon’ 

(August 23, 2019) VOA < https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-refugees-

start-voluntary-return-cameroon> accessed 6 October 2019. 

 
96 UNHCR, ‘Cameroon 2019- Supplementary Appeal’ (March 2019) 

<http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Cameroon%202019

%20Supplementary%20Appeal%20%28March%202019%29.pdf> accessed 20 

Sep 2019. 
97 United Nations (UN), ‘Secretary-General Welcomes Swiss Government’s 

Commitment to Facilitate Resolution of Crisis in Cameroon Through Dialogue’ 

(Press Release, 28 June 2019) 

<https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19648.doc.htm> last accessed 20 Sep 

2019. 
98 ibid. 
99 ibid. 



UNHCR 

Study Guide 

Hamburg Model United Nations 

28th November – 1st December 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

7. Guiding questions 

(1) How can better coordination between all humanitarian actors operating on the field, in 

Cameroon, be facilitated?  

(2) What can be done to further supplement the proposed joint cash assistance programme, 

so that its implementation does not pose any additional challenges? 

(3) Are there any existing refugee rehabilitation models, that have been implemented 

successfully in other regions, that could possibly be transposed onto the Lake Chad 

Region? 

(4) In order to facilitate the reintegration of IDPs in Cameroon, should different approaches 

be followed, when dealing with IDPs in the north-west and south-west, and those in the 

far north? 

(5) How can Cameroonian refugee children in Nigeria be granted greater access to 

education, while also ensuring that they are accepted by the host student community? 

7.1. Further reading 

7.1.1. Required 

• A Lamarche and A Fox, ‘Crisis Denied in Cameroon’ (Field Report, May 2019) 

Refugees International 

<https://static1.squarespace.com/static/506c8ea1e4b01d9450dd53f5/t/5cf8872eee4d25

0001a5b850/1559791414017/Cameroon+Report+-+May+2019+-+final.pdf>  

• C Jimenez-Damary, ‘Cameroon: four priorities to strengthen protection for internally 

displaced persons’ (Opinion, November 2018) < 

<https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/IDPersons/FourPrioritiestoStrengthenProte

ction_16November2018.pdf>  

• Norweigian Refugee Council, ‘Cameroon- Country Study’ (Draft Report, April 2019) 

<https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/190621-

output-iv-cameroon-report.pdf>  

• OCHA, ‘Humanitarian Response Plan-Cameroon’ 

(Summary, Jan 2019) 
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<https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/d

ocuments/files/2019_cmr_hrp_20190219_summary_print.pdf>  

• UNHCR, ‘Cameroon 2019- Supplementary Appeal’ (March 2019) 

<http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Cameroon%202019%20Su

pplementary%20Appeal%20%28March%202019%29.pdf>  

• UNHCR, ‘Cameroon Factsheet- August 2019’ (September 2019) 

<https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/unhcr_cameroon_factsheet_-

_august_2019.pdf> (Remember to access the updated factsheets, from October and 

November, which will be released by the HCR, in the days leading up to the 

Conference.) 

• UNICEF, ‘Humanitarian Action for Children- Cameroon’ (Factsheet, January 2019) 

<https://www.unicef.org/appeals/cameroon.html>   

7.1.2. Optional 

• C Mafany and R Budi, ‘The Protection and Integration of Displaced Persons within the 

Kadey Division of the East Region of Cameroon: Measures, Challenges and Impact’ 

(2019) 3(9) AJHSSR 24 < https://www.ajhssr.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/D19392440.pdf>  

• E Ngwenyi and others, ‘Addressing acute malnutrition in Cameroon during an 

emergency: Results and benefits of an integrated prevention programme’ (2019) Field 

Exchange <https://www.ennonline.net/fex/60/acutemalnutritioncameroon>  

• Eweka, ‘Management of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa: Comparing Nigeria 

and Cameroon’ (2016) 10(1) African Research Review 193 < 

https://www.ajol.info/index.php/afrrev/article/view/129846/119409>  

• U Iduma, ‘Nigerian Refugees in Cameroon: Understanding the Politics of Voluntary 

Refugee Repatriation’ (2019) 9(1) Journal of Public 
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Administration and Governance 

<http://www.macrothink.org/journal/index.php/jpag/article/view/14584/pdf>. 
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Information about the Conference 

1. Conference Schedule 

Please note: This schedule is subject to change. For the most up-to-date schedule, please 

check: hammun.de/conference-schedule 
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2. Rules of Procedure 

HamMUN 2019 session will follow the Rules of Procedure which can be found here: 

http://hammun.de/rops/. 

For first time delegates we recommend participating in the Rules of Procedure workshop on 

Thursday. 

3. Emergency Phone Numbers 

Police:   110 

Fire Brigade:  112 

Casualty doctor: 112 

4. Important Addresses 

Conference venue: Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 20146 Hamburg (and other places at 

Hamburg University main campus) 

Opening ceremony: Laeiszhalle, Kleiner Konzertsaal, Johannes-Brahms-Platz, 20355 

Hamburg 

Registration: Audimax Garderobe, Von-Melle-Park 4, 20146 Hamburg 

Committee Evening:  Different places, your chairs will inform you 

Silent Disco:   Club Hamburg, Reeperbahn 48, 20359 Hamburg 

Delegate Ball:   Gruenspan, Große Freiheit 58, 22767 Gamburg 

5. Public Transport 

During the conference, your badge will be your ticket. Please have your badge with you all 

the time! Public Transport in Hamburg will provide you with busses, tubes and city railroads. 

Service Times: 

Wednesday + Thursday: Service stops at 1 am, afterwards you can only take night 

busses 

 Friday – Sunday: Whole night service 

 

 

Stops near to conference venues: 

 Conference venue + Registration + Committee Evening: 
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(different places at Hamburg main campus) 

  S-Bahn Station Dammtor: Lines S11, S21, S31 

  Bus Station Dammtor: Line 109 

  Bus Station Universität/Staatsbibliothek: Lines 4, 5 

 Opening Ceremony: 

  Walking distance from Registration: 20 Minutes 

  Bus Station Johannes-Brahms-Platz: Line 3 

  Tube Station Messehallen: Line U2 

 Silent Disco (Fridays Social) + Delegates Ball (Saturdays Social): 

  S-Bahn Station Reeperbahn: Lines S1, S2, S3 

  Bus Station Davidstraße: Line 111 

  Tube Station St. Pauli: Line U3 

6. HamMUN App 

HamMUN is proud to offer a mobile app during the conference. You can get it on your phone 

by typing this URL https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019  into your mobile browser. 

Please note that the app is not to be installed via your app store but is a desktop shortcut of a 

mobile website! 

7. Water Supply 

In case you are thirsty (or sober), don’t worry. Water out of the tap is perfectly drinkable! 

8. Please bring cash! 

Unlike in other European nations, many stores, cafeterias and especially the social venues often 

do not accept credit cards! Make sure to have cash with you. 

https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019

