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Welcome Letter by the Secretary Generals 

Dear Delegates, 

we, the secretariat of HamMUN 2019, would like to give a warm welcome to all of you that 

have come from near and far to participate in the 21st Edition of Hamburg Model United 

Nations. We hope to give you an enriching and enlightening experience that you can look back 

on with joy.  

Over the course of 4 days in total, you are going to try to find solutions for some of the most 

challenging problems our world faces today. Together with students from all over the world, 

you will hear opinions that might strongly differ from your own, or present your own divergent 

opinion.  We hope that you take this opportunity to widen your horizon, to, in a respectful 

manner, challenge and be challenged and form new friendships.  

With this year’s slogan “Shaping a New Era of Democracy” we would like to invite you to 

engage in and develop peaceful ways to solve and prevent conflicts. To remain respectful and 

considerate in diplomatic negotiations in a time where we experience our political climate as 

rough, and to focus on what unites us rather than divides us. As we are moving towards an even 

more globalized and highly military armed world, facing unprecedented threats such as climate 

change and Nuclear Warfare, international cooperation has become more important than ever 

to ensure peace and stability. 

During the last year our team has worked tirelessly to turn HamMUN into a platform for you, 

where you can grow as a person, step out of your comfort zone and be the best delegate you 

can possibly be. We can’t wait to share it with you and are looking forward to an unforgettable 

time.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Leah Mathiesen & Tobias Hinderks 

Secretary Generals 

 

  



DISEC 

Study Guide 

Hamburg Model United Nations 

28th November – 1st December 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

Introduction Letter by the Chairs 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to HamMUN 2019! We are pleased to welcome you to the Disarmament and 

International Security Committee (DISEC). We are all very excited to be your chairs for this 

year’s edition of HamMUN! We would first like to introduce ourselves: 

Ryan is currently a third year student at Leiden University in the Netherlands, studying a 

bachelor of security studies. Born and raised in a small village in the Netherlands, he is now 

heavily involved in its local politics and is currently an active city councilmember. Ryan 

decided to join his first MUN in a split second decision and has enjoyed every minute of it thus 

far. Besides studying and working in politics, Ryan loves spending time with his horses and 

being about in nature. He is excited to be chairing at HamMUN2019 and looks forward to 

seeing you all there! 

Natalie Kostara is currently studying law at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in Greece. 

In the following years she is planning to move abroad and conduct her post graduate degree in 

international relations and politics or economics. Her first introduction to the MUN community 

was in middle school and since then she has participated in multiple conferences both as a 

delegate and as a student officer. For a long time she has been trying to raise awareness and 

sensitize the public regarding humanitarian and environmental issues with a focus on women’s 

and children’s rights and plastic pollution. Apart from MUN conferences she has a passion for 

art history, traveling and 90s sitcoms. She and her co-chairs and really look forward to meeting 

all of you and they promise that they will work tirelessly in order to provide you the chance to 

conduct fruitful and productive debates and create some great memories!  

Stefanos, 19 years old, will have the pleasure to serve as one of the chairs of this year's DISEC. 

His journey in MUN started 5 years ago and it has played an important role in making him 

understand who he is today. For many people, participating in 

simulation conferences is of no importance or nerdy to say the 

least, but for him it is a life changing opportunity to meet new 

people, travel the world and further understand the multifaceted 

way that the UN operates. As of his non-MUN related life, he is 

currently a second year law student in Greece and he is obsessed 

with 90's sitcoms and YU-GI-OH!! 
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This year’s DISEC will discuss:  

(1) The role of technology in maintaining peace and security;  

(2) The role of private military companies in creating and sustaining conflicts in the 

developing world.  

The topics have been chosen because of the diversity in country positions they offer and their 

importance to the future of the operations of the UN and its Member States. We live in an ever 

changing world where on the one hand, maintaining peace and security is often delegated to 

private organisations and, on the other hand, we see a rapid development in technology offering 

new avenues for armed forces to take in maintaining the peace and stability in our beautiful 

world. This study guide is not the only source of information at your disposal, and we encourage 

you to bring other topics to the debate if you feel that they are relevant to the issues at hand. 

We highly encourage you to conduct further research into both the topics and your country. 

We look forward to a productive debate during the conference and to your creative solutions to 

the topics. We do expect that delegates be professional, respectful and come willing to make 

the most of their experience. Most importantly, we hope that you enjoy yourself and have a 

wonderful, fun experience in our committee. 

We look forward to seeing you at the conference and to being your Chairs! 

Your Chairpersons, 

Natalie Kostara, Stefanos Kerkoulas and Ryan van Osch  
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Introduction to the Committee 

The primary purpose of the Disarmament and International Security Committee is laid out in 

the first sentences of the UN Charter: “We the people of the United Nations determined to save 

succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold 

sorrow to mankind.” In order to uphold that pledge, the Disarmament and International Security 

Committee (also known as the First Committee of the General Assembly) - was founded in 

1946.  It is the task of the First Committee to tackle disarmaments issues, global challenges and 

issues relating to international security.  

Questions are often raised as to what advantage DISEC has over the Security Council, since 

they discuss roughly the same topics. It is true that the Security Council has more means as its 

disposal compared to DISEC. However, DISEC is a General Assembly committee. This means 

that it offers a voice to 193 Nation-States instead of just being limited to a select 15. 

Furthermore, no vetoes exist in the General Assembly, allowing resolutions to be passed by a 

majority. This means more controversial issues can be addressed by DISEC without evoking a 

veto, which would be the case in the Security Council. Moreover, the mandate of DISEC is 

different from that of the Security Council. DISEC’s mandate allows it to focus purely on 

security and disarmament issues. This means that it has close working ties with the United 

Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC) and the United Nations Conference on 

Disarmament (UNCD). Furthermore, in order to promote security and peace, DISEC has close 

relations with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the United Nations 

Department of Peacekeeping Operations (UNDPKO).  

Through discussion and cooperation, it is the aim of DISEC delegates to take appropriate 

measures to tackle the international issues regarding the rapid development of new technology 

and its application, and the ever increasing presence of Private Military Security Companies on 

the international theatre.  
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Topic A: The role of technology in maintaining peace and security 

1. Definition of key terms 

1.1.1. Rule of Law and Peace and Security 

This principle in a state level prevents the arbitrary use of power and refers to the fact that all 

citizens and institutions are equal before the law. The rule of law in an international level 

guarantees that international law and the principles of justice apply equally to all States and are 

equally adhered to.1 

1.1.2. Cyber Attack 

A cyberattack is deliberate attempt to exploit computer systems, enterprises that depend on 

technology and networks. Cyberattacks can put in jeopardy data and lead to cybercrimes such 

as information and identity theft.2 

1.1.3. Big Data 

The term big data refers to an extremely large set of data generated by internet users and can be 

analysed in order to reveal patterns, trends, and associations.3 

1.1.4. Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

The term Information and communications technology (ICT) although often considered a 

synonym for information technology (IT) has a much broader scope. ICT refers to the 

technology used to handle telecommunications, broadcast media, intelligent building 

management systems, audio-visual processing and transmission systems, and network-based 

control and monitoring functions.4 

 

 
1
 “Rule of Law and Peace and Security - United Nations and the Rule of Law.” 

United Nations. United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/rule-of-law-and-peace-and-security/. Choi, 

Naomi. “Rule of Law.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, 

inc., August 27, 2019. https://www.britannica.com/topic/rule-of-law.  
2
 “What Is a Cyberattack? - Definition from Techopedia.” Techopedia.com. 

Accessed 2019. https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24748/cyberattack.  
3
 “BIG DATA: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge 

Dictionary. Accessed 2019. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/big-data.  
4
 “What Is Information and Communications Technology (ICT)? - Definition 

from Techopedia.” Techopedia.com. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24152/information-and-

communications-technology-ict.  

https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/rule-of-law-and-peace-and-security/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/rule-of-law
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24748/cyberattack
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/big-data
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24152/information-and-communications-technology-ict
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24152/information-and-communications-technology-ict
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1.1.5. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, or drones, are a type of military aircraft that operates autonomously 

without a human pilot or by remote control. UAVs are equipped with  target designators, 

offensive ordnance, or electronic transmitters designed to interfere with or destroy enemy 

targets.5 

1.1.6. Peacekeeping Operations 

Peacekeeping refers to one among the various activities by the United Nations to maintain 

international peace and security. In principle, the main goal of UN peacekeeping operations is 

to support the implementation of ceasefires or peace agreements. Often times, however, 

peacekeepers are required to actively participate in peace-making efforts and early 

peacekeeping activities. At times, peacekeeping operations may use force their mandate, and 

civilians, particularly in situations where the States are unable to maintain public order and 

provide security.6  

 

 
5
 Guilmartin, John F. “Unmanned Aerial Vehicle.” Encyclopædia Britannica. 

Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/unmanned-aerial-vehicle. “What Is an 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)? - Definition from Techopedia.” 

Techopedia.com. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.techopedia.com/definition/29896/unmanned-aerial-vehicle-uav.  
6
 “What Is Peacekeeping Peacekeeping.” United Nations. United Nations. 

Accessed 2019. https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-peacekeeping. 

“Terminology Peacekeeping.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/terminology.  

https://www.britannica.com/technology/unmanned-aerial-vehicle
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/29896/unmanned-aerial-vehicle-uav
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-peacekeeping
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/terminology
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2. Main Forms of Technologies that Support or Endanger International Peace 

and Security 

7 

The technologies developed in the 20th and the 21st century have been the cornerstone of a 

rapid global change. These technological advancements have been enabling the international 

community to find new ways of multilateral cooperation and employ advanced tactics of 

conflict resolution in order to maintain the peace and security across the globe. However, the 

United Nations has often struggled to follow this continuous change and advancement. The new 

and rapidly developing technologies such as the cyberspace, artificial intelligence, 

biotechnology, material sciences, and robotics hold an incredible promise for the advancement 

of human welfare. Unfortunately, they also hold the potential to generate more inequality and 

more violence and could be a threat to the citizens of the world, their rights and freedoms.8  

 

 
7
“FEATURE: Does Drone Technology Hold Promise for the UN? 

Peacekeeping.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/feature-does-drone-technology-hold-promise-

un.  
8
 Hochschild, Fabrizio. “The Secretary-General’s Strategy on New 

Technologies.” UN Chronicle 55, no. 4 (2019): 6–8. 

https://doi.org/10.18356/f9699d05-en.  

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/feature-does-drone-technology-hold-promise-un
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/feature-does-drone-technology-hold-promise-un
https://doi.org/10.18356/f9699d05-en
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2.1. Exploiting the possibilities offered by the advances in the field of technology for 

maintaining peace and security 

2.1.1. Prevention and Immediate Reaction to Violence and Conflict 

Novelty and the rapid advancement in the field of technology have radically reshaped the way 

that conflicts advance and develop, and also how peacebuilders and peacebuilding operations 

prevent and mitigate violent episodes. New technologies and the rapid innovation, particularly 

in information and communications technology can support the UN’s efforts towards conflict 

prevention, a sector that continuously suffers due to the lack of pοlitical and financial 

investments. The collection of data in particular, through information and communications 

technology about crime and conflict has the ability to diminish the time between warning and 

response. For instance, data that could be acquired through crowdsourcing tools, crisis or social 

media mapping should aid the generation of new data on conflict indicators. Additionally, the 

collection of conflict related data could be very helpful in identifying patterns closely associated 

with conflict and peace in order to provide better insight and information to UN’s efforts to 

avert conflict or to detect violations of cease-fires or human rights. 9 

2.1.2. Aiding Humanitarian Responses and Conflict Resolution 

New technologies and technology in general can reinforce and ameliorate humanitarian 

responses in situations of violent conflict. Realising the huge potential of new technologies and 

data collection the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

has initiated efforts to broaden the sharing of and access to humanitarian and conflict-related 

data, through a Centre for Humanitarian Data created in 2017.  

Furthermore, other technologies, such as unarmed unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), or drones, 

can further assist humanitarian responses. UAVs have already been used as an essential element 

οf the immediate response to large scale natural disasters and search-and-rescue operations in 

the Mediterranean by aiding to identify boats of refugees that seek assistance. Ergo, by further 

 

 
9
 “How 'Peace Tech' Is Changing Global Conflict - World.” ReliefWeb. 

Accessed 2019. https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-peace-tech-changing-

global-conflict.  
“Innovation to Save Lives and Defend Dignity.” Inspired. Accessed 2019. 

https://blogs.ihttps://www.ipinst.org/images/pdfs/IPI_Epub-New_Technology-

final.pdf crc.org/inspired/.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-peace-tech-changing-global-conflict
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-peace-tech-changing-global-conflict
https://blogs.icrc.org/inspired/
https://blogs.icrc.org/inspired/
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expanding the usage of drones it is more than likely to successfully make them an integral asset 

of peacekeeping missions. 10 

With regard to peacebuilding applications, there is a plethora of uses for drones in conflict 

settings that the local and international peacebuilders could implement: from peace activism to 

citizen journalism that conveys the impact and the consequences of conflict, to reporting of 

displacement due to violence. In addition, drones could be sent on fact-finding missions and 

provide peacekeepers and local security authorities with instant real-time updates and 

information (such as, but not limited to, the possible location of militia camps, and 

transportation routes used by potential attackers) that would enable them to respond quickly 

and appropriately and potentially organise search and rescue missions.  

2.1.3. Facilitating Peace Operations  

The integration of new technologies in peace operations can greatly benefit the UN’s efforts for 

maintaining peace and security across the globe. In particular, technologies that enable 

monitoring and observation, such as UAVs, motion detectors, video monitoring systems, and 

satellite imagery could prove to be extremely useful. Moreover, this type of technologies can 

largely contribute in peace operations by enabling “participatory peacekeeping” by which locals 

can have access to platforms where they can send their observations, warnings and insights, 

something that could be the stepping stone for the building of confidence between peacekeepers 

and local populations. 11 

 

 
10

 “Grand Bargain.” AGENDA FOR HUMANITY. Accessed 2019. 

https://agendaforhumanity.org/initiatives/3861. Greenwood, Faine. “Above and 

Beyond: Humanitarian Uses of Drones.” World Politics Review, September 22, 

2015. https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/16750/above-and-beyond-

humanitarian-uses-of-drones. “Global Humanitarian Lab.” Global 

Humanitarian Lab. Accessed 2019. https://globalhumanitarianlab.org/. Green, 

John. “Chasing Wind Part 2: The Potential of Drones for Peacebuilding.” The 

Sentinel Project. Accessed 2019. 

https://thesentinelproject.org/2017/08/09/chasing-wind-part-ii-the-potential-of-

drones-for-peacebuilding/. “On UAVs for Peacebuilding and Conflict 

Prevention.” iRevolutions, September 14, 2014. 

https://irevolutions.org/2014/09/14/uavs-peacebuilding-and-conflict-

prevention/.  
11

 A. Walter Dorn, Keeping Watch: Monitoring Technology and Innovation in 

UN Peace Operations (Tokyo: United Nations University Press, 2011) 

 Dorn, A. Walter, Sevasti Chatzopoulou, Zoe Lefkofridi, Welmoet Wels, Ralph 

Mamiya, Lisa Sharland, Aditi Gorur, et al. “Smart Peacekeeping: Toward Tech-

Enabled UN Operations.” IPI, July 11, 2016. 

https://www.ipinst.org/2016/07/smart-peacekeeping-tech-enabled. 

https://agendaforhumanity.org/initiatives/3861
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/16750/above-and-beyond-humanitarian-uses-of-drones
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/16750/above-and-beyond-humanitarian-uses-of-drones
https://globalhumanitarianlab.org/
https://thesentinelproject.org/2017/08/09/chasing-wind-part-ii-the-potential-of-drones-for-peacebuilding/
https://thesentinelproject.org/2017/08/09/chasing-wind-part-ii-the-potential-of-drones-for-peacebuilding/
https://irevolutions.org/2014/09/14/uavs-peacebuilding-and-conflict-prevention/
https://irevolutions.org/2014/09/14/uavs-peacebuilding-and-conflict-prevention/
https://www.ipinst.org/2016/07/smart-peacekeeping-tech-enabled
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The United Nations has already started to make notable progress in incorporating new 

technologies into its peace operations, for example in 2014 the UN secretary-general authorised 

a panel of experts to research the use of technology and innovation in UN peacekeeping. The 

final report suggests assimilating new technologies into various aspects of peacekeeping 

operations, like for instance helping missions carry out their mandates more efficiently or 

centralize mission support operations. The report also recommends institutionalizing and 

systematizing innovation and continuous technological adaptation and adjustment.12 New 

technologies can enable peacekeepers to enhance safety and security, capacity for early warning 

and civilian technologies to improve safety and security, the ability for early warning and 

civilian protection, health and wellbeing, and shelter and camp management. 

Nevertheless, it is dangerous to assume that technologies are a panacea or the easiest solution 

to maintaining peace and security. They are one of the many tools of conflict prevention and 

they always need to be adapted to specific contexts and should mirror local input. 

2.2. Facing the challenges presented by the new technologies and technological 

advances 

2.2.1. The Negative Impact of New Technologies 

The continuous development of Information and Communication Technology and widely 

available technologies that facilitate communication and influencing public opinion, such as 

mobile phones, has raised many questions about issues related to security, cyber security and 

how to find ways to confront and outplay actors such as criminal hackers, terrorist networks or 

even governments engaged in cyber espionage.  Cyber-attacks and cybercrime in general can 

impair not only the safety of internet users but also threaten military effectiveness. 13 

Unfortunately, the same technologies that can be used to spread messages of peace and unite 

 

 
12

 “Performance PeacekeePing - Operationalsupport.un.org.” Accessed 2019. 

https://operationalsupport.un.org/sites/default/files/performance-

peacekeeping_expert-panel-on-technology-and-innovation_report_2015.pdf.  
13

 Jigsaw, “Digital Attack Map,” available at 

https://jigsaw.google.com/products/digital-attack-map/ . Tim Maurer and Scott 

Janz, “The Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Cyber and Information Warfare in a 

Regional Context,” International Relations and Security Network, October 17, 

2014, available at 

www.css.ethz.ch/en/services/digitallibrary/publications/publication.html/1879

45 ; NATO StratCom Centre of Excellence, “Analysis of Russia’s Information 

Campaign against Ukraine,” 2015, available at www.stratcomcoe.org/analysis-

russias-information-campaign-against-ukraine  

https://operationalsupport.un.org/sites/default/files/performance-peacekeeping_expert-panel-on-technology-and-innovation_report_2015.pdf
https://operationalsupport.un.org/sites/default/files/performance-peacekeeping_expert-panel-on-technology-and-innovation_report_2015.pdf
http://www.stratcomcoe.org/analysis-russias-information-campaign-against-ukraine
http://www.stratcomcoe.org/analysis-russias-information-campaign-against-ukraine
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the citizens of the world can also be used to divide them and propagate radical, violent and 

extremist ideologies. In 2015 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recognised these risks in his 

Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism, which states that “the rapid expansion of violent 

extremist ideologies…is being facilitated by the technological revolution.”14 The plan of action 

proposed by the Secretary-General is one of cooperation between the UN member states and 

the private sector, particularly the social media companies, in order to create national 

communications strategies, conduct research on the relationship between social media and 

violent extremism and create digital spaces for victims to share their stories and insight n the 

matter. 

Furthermore, data gathering or “big data”15 is accompanied with major risks to human rights. 

This practice not only compromises the privacy of individuals on the altar of maintaining peace 

and security but also threatens their security if the data falls into the wrong hands.16 In areas 

that are experiencing violent conflicts privacy can be proven to be an issue of life and death, 

contrary to developed states where the collection of digital and non-digital data collides with 

the public expectation of privacy and the legal framework surrounding it. In addition to the 

aforementioned dangers of new technologies one should not forget the offensive cyber action 

practiced by states such as cyber espionage and the responsibility of states for actions 

originating from their territory.17 

2.2.2. Adjusting to New Forms of Physical Warfare 

As the use of new technologies in peace operations is becoming more and more common, their 

drawbacks have increasingly become more apparent. Technologically advanced weapon 

 

 
14

 “Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism | Counter-Terrorism 

Implementation Task Force.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/en/plan-action-prevent-violent-

extremism.  
15

 “BIG DATA: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge 

Dictionary. Accessed 2019. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/big-data. Press, Gil. “12 

Big Data Definitions: What's Yours?” Forbes. Forbes Magazine, November 17, 

2014. https://www.forbes.com/sites/gilpress/2014/09/03/12-big-data-

definitions-whats-yours/#69ce26ed13ae.  
16

 Mancini, ed., “New Technology and the Prevention of Violence and 

Conflict.” file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/141-702-1-PB.pdf 
17

 “The Law of Cyber-Attack - Yale Law School Research.” Accessed 2019. 

http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4844&context

=fss_papers.  

https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/en/plan-action-prevent-violent-extremism
https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/en/plan-action-prevent-violent-extremism
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/big-data
https://www.forbes.com/sites/gilpress/2014/09/03/12-big-data-definitions-whats-yours/#69ce26ed13ae
https://www.forbes.com/sites/gilpress/2014/09/03/12-big-data-definitions-whats-yours/#69ce26ed13ae
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4844&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4844&context=fss_papers
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systems are now accessible in relatively affordable prices, thus enabling states or non-state 

actors to engage in new forms of hybrid warfare.18Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), or 

drones, although they can improve data collection and in general aid peace operations, can also 

be a powerful weapon in combat and violent conflict.19 UAVs could potentially broaden the 

geographical and temporal boundaries of the use of force and when used by non-state actors 

they pose an even higher risk.20 By the same token, lethal autonomous weapons systems, or 

“killer robots,” should also concern the international community. These technologies have 

become almost exclusively autonomous without the need of human intervention thus, making 

it extremely difficult to even attribute accountability.  

3. Major Countries Involved 

In the field of how technology could be mobilized to ensure peace and security in the modern-

time era, the countries that have been the front runners of progress and innovation are Japan, 

the United States of America, China, South Korea, Israel, Germany and the United Kingdom. 

Namely, all the aforementioned States have been the fastest growing technological countries in 

the world and have been developing some of the best intelligence systems. When it comes to 

maintaining peace, technology has, on occasion, caused the complete opposite results; but in 

recent years, due to massive changes in the field, more and more countries use their means in 

order to ensure that their citizens are safe.21 

4. Previous International Action    

4.1. Resolutions  

The United Nations have stayed actively seized upon peace and security issues and the role of 

technology in maintaining international stability. The General Assembly and the Security 

 

 
18

 Alex Deep, “Hybrid War: Old Concept, New Techniques,” Small Wars 

Journal, March 2, 2015; Frank G. Hoffman, “Hybrid Warfare and 

Challenges,” Small Wars Journal 52, no. 1 (2009) 
19

 “Peacekeepers in the Sky - IRevolutions.” Accessed 2019. 

https://irevolution.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/peacekeepers-in-the-sky.pdf.  
20

 “Report of Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary 

Executions - HRC 29th Session - Addendum (Excerpts) - Question of 

Palestine.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-176579/.  
21

 https://www.41studio.com/blog/2018/15-countries-with-higest-technology-

in-the-world/ 

https://irevolution.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/peacekeepers-in-the-sky.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-176579/
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Council have proposed and adopted several resolutions trying to regulate the new technological 

advancements and resolve these issues. Some of the most crucial ones are:  

4.1.1. Resolution 56/121, January 2002 “Combating the criminal misuse of 

information technologies”22 

This resolution, along with Resolution 55/63 of January 2001, are some of the first resolutions 

dealing with the criminal misuse of information technologies. The main points of resolution 

56/121 are its invitation to all Member States, when developing and establishing  national law 

in order to battle the criminal misuse of information and communication technologies, to to take 

into account the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and its 

decision to defer consideration of this subject, impending the work of the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice on a plan of action dealing with high-technology and computer-

related crime. 

4.1.2. Resolution 64/211, March 2010 “Creation of a global culture of cybersecurity 

and taking stock of national efforts to protect critical information 

infrastructures”23  

 The most important aspect of resolution 64/211 is that it introduced a voluntary self-assessment 

tool that would reinforce the efforts of Member States to protect critical information 

infrastructures and strengthen their cybersecurity. In essence this tool could be used, in part or 

in its entirety, by the States if and when they deem appropriate to create a solid system of 

national and by extension international cybersecurity.  

4.2. Other Previous International Actions 

At the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit two initiatives designed to improve humanitarian 

action with the help of Information and Communications Technology, were launched. Firstly, 

the Global Humanitarian Lab would serve as a partnership between humanitarian organizations, 

the private sector, governments, and affected populations in order to assist and expedite bottom-

 

 
22

 Combating the criminal misuse of information technologies : resolution / 

adopted by the General Assembly https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/454952 

https://www.itu.int/ITU-D/cyb/cybersecurity/docs/UN_resolution_56_121.pdf  
23

 “Creation of a global culture of cybersecurity and taking 

stock of national efforts to protect critical information 

infrastructures “ 

https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/64/211 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/454952
https://www.itu.int/ITU-D/cyb/cybersecurity/docs/UN_resolution_56_121.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/64/211
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up innovation aims to serve as a partnership between humanitarian organizations, the private 

sector, governments, and affected populations to facilitate bottom-up innovation, including the 

acquisition of digital fabrication technologies. 24 Secondly, the Global Alliance for 

Humanitarian Innovation would focus on developing consistent and more effectual policies and 

guidelines for improving humanitarian action, as well as promoting the constant innovation of 

humanitarian technologies. Ideally, these two initiatives will prove to be mutually reinforcing.25 

Furthermore, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the United Nations Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and UN Global Pulse have also created guiding 

principles for privacy and protection. 26 

Furthermore, concerning the technology around new forms of physical warfare,  the UN special 

rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the UN special rapporteur on 

the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering 

terrorism have both published reports that illustrate the applicability of international law 

surrounding the use of armed drones.  In addition, following the Campaign to Stop Killer 

Robots, the UN Convention on Conventional Weapons launched in 2013 a yearly Meeting of 

Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems, including the UN and civil society; in 2015, 

the First Committee of the UN General Assembly saw its very first side event on Unmanned 

Aerial Vehicles (UAV) at the UN headquarters in New York with a debate on “Discussing 

Drones: Engaging the international community on unmanned systems.” 27 

 

 
24

  “About GHL.” Global Humanitarian Lab, April 30, 2018. 

https://globalhumanitarianlab.org/about/.  
25

 “About GAHI.” GAHI. Accessed 2019. https://www.thegahi.org/about-gahi.  
26

 6 See ICRC, “Rules on Personal Data Protection,” January 2016, available at 

www.icrc.org/en/publication/4261-icrc-rules-on-personaldata-protection ; UN 

OCHA, “Humanitarianism in the Age of Cyber-Warfare: Towards the 

Principled Use of Information in Humanitarian Emergencies,” October 2014, 

available at 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/Humanitarianism%20in%20the

%20Cyberwarfare%20Age%20- 

%20OCHA%20Policy%20Paper%2011.pdf ; and UN Global Pulse, “Privacy 

and Data Protection Principles,” available at www.unglobalpulse.org/privacy-

and-data-protection-principles.  

  
27

 “Discussing Drones at the UN Headquarters – UNODA.” United Nations. 

United Nations. Accessed 2019. 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/update/discussing-drones-at-the-un-

headquarters-2/.  

 

https://globalhumanitarianlab.org/about/
https://www.thegahi.org/about-gahi
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5. Potential Questions the Resolution could answer 

(1) How can implications from the use of drones, mainly circulating issues of data 

protection, affect their militarization and eventually impact international security? 

(2) What constitutes a cyber-attack, cyber espionage, and hacking? How should these 

actions be responded to? When does the use of information technology constitute an act 

of aggression? 

(3) What principles can guide an international agreement on the limitations of the use of 

information technology for the sake of maintaining international peace and security? 

(4) What role should existing bodies, such as the United Nations Security Council have in 

determining the responsibility for destabilising cyber-attacks? 

(5) How should member states respond to the potential threat from non-state actors that 

acquire offensive cyber technology? 

(6) Can lethal autonomous weapons be considered legal? 

(7) How should lethal autonomous weapons be utilized? 

(8) How might the UN incorporate the control of lethal autonomous weapons into existing 

frameworks?  

(9) How could the country you represent use the internet to prevent and counter cyber 

terrorism?  

(10) How can countries reconcile the need for strong internet security and the respect 

of individual rights and privacy?  
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Topic B: The role of private military companies in creating and 

sustaining conflicts in the developing world 

 

Economist, 2013 

1. Introduction to the Phenomena 

When the United States of America invaded Iraq in 2003 there was one private military 

contractor tied to the American army in Iraq for every 10 American service members operating 

in Iraq. By 2007, the number of contractors had surpassed the actual number of American 

military active in Iraq. (VICE, 2013) Iraq is but one of the many place where private military 

companies (PMCs) are operating. PMCs are on the rise around the world, many finding 

employment on the international stage (Second Gulf war, War on Terror in Afghanistan) as 

well as in domestic conflict (Colombia vs FARC, Civil war in the 

Central African Republic). (Singer, 2009) In these conflicts, PMCs 

are increasingly taking over the role of actual military forces, by 

operating in a grey area of accountability and costs in which the 

rules have not been clearly defined and sometimes without having 

a clear connection with a nation-state. It is reported that the PMCs 

industry is a multi-billion dollar industry, with the United States of 
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America (US) alone spending $274 billion on federal contractors in 2015.(Economist, 2016) 

PMCs engage in conflict by supplementing or replacing actual armed forces on the ground 

through intelligence gathering, logistical transport, providing security details and combat 

patrols. (Singer, 2009) Because PMCs provide such a wide array of services it makes regulating 

them even more difficult, as these different tasks have different laws governing them. So 

because a private military company can be a purely logistical actor it means that the laws that 

company needs to adhere to are different to a private military company that also does combat 

patrols along with providing logistics. The ambiguity in the tasks PMC can do makes it 

incredibly hard for the international community to come up with norms and regulation that 

cover all the types of work PMCs can do. This has led to the fact that PMCs, sometimes on 

behalf of nation states are exploiting the holes in legislation to get away with actions normal 

armed forces can’t. (VICE, 2013)   

2. History of PMCs  

2.1. Origins and the Cold War 

The modern PMCs traces its history to 1965 when a group of former Secret Air Service (SAS) 

operatives founded WatchGuard international. WatchGuard provided mostly security services 

and trained armed groups in Western tactics, running active operations in Yemen, Sierra Leone 

and Zambia in the 1960’s and 1970’s. (Cromwell, 2007) They have also been linked to a failed 

coup attempt against the Libyan leader colonel Gaddafi in 1971, demonstrating the first time a 

private military company played an active part in toppling a ruling government. (Kemp, 1994, 

pp 88-89). Furthermore the leader of WatchGuard, sir David Stirling also founded KAS 

international. (Independent, 1996) KAS international has been acclaimed for their cooperation 

with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) to curtail illegal poaching. The actions of KAS 

demonstrated that PMCs could be seen as beneficial to the international community to provide 

support to NGO’s without the NGO’s having to rely on the armed forces of nation state, 

showing a new form of independence of NGO’s to the world. 

(Independent, 1996)   

In the same time period that WatchGuard was active another PMC 

was founded in the US in 1985, called the Logistics Civil 

Augmentation Program (LOGCAP).(Cromwell, 2007) LOGCAP 

focused their attention primarily on pre-planning for contingencies 
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and leveraging the existing civilian resources, and thus are considered to be one of the first non-

combative PMC in existence.(Singer, 2009) They were first employed in 1985 in support of the 

US Third Army Mission to Southwest Asia to construct a pipeline, and afterwards to support 

the UN mission in Somalia in 1992.(Cromwell, 2007)  

 

Transport Helicopters used by EO in Angola (Barlow, 2010) 

Shortly after LOGCAP was founded a new type of PMC was founded, boasting larger numbers 

and better equipment. In 1989 after the end of the South African Border Wars and the 

dissolution of the Apartheid regime in South Africa, military budget cuts let to the dissolution 

of the special forces known as Koevoet. (Bloomberg, 2015) Members of this unit came together 

and formed the Executive Outcomes (EO), which was actively involved in the Angolan Civil 

War and acted on behalf of the Angolan government.(Bloomberg, 2015) Executive outcomes 

was brought in by the Angolan government because they were losing ground to the rebel group 

UNITA. Executive Outcomes operations in Angola where the first large scale deployment of 

PMC operators alongside the armed forces of a nation-state, marking a new step in the history 

of PMCs. (Barlow, 2010)  Due to the involvement of Executive Outcomes (EO), UNITA was 

quickly defeated on the battlefield and had to sue for peace with the Angolan government. This 

peace deal put an end to the Angolan civil war for a temporary time 

period. (Conflict, Inc.; 1997) After Angola, the EO was active 

during the civil war in Sierra Leone containing an insurgent 

insurrection allowing for a peace settlement to be signed. (Barlow, 

2010) The actions of EO in both Angola and Sierra Leone 

demonstrated to the international community that Nations-States 
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can employ PMCs in cooperation with their armed forces and send the combination on combat 

missions. (Conflict, Inc; 1997) This paved the way for more PMCs to take active participation 

on the side of governments in armed conflict. However due to international pressure EO was 

forced out in favour for a UN peace force, allowing the insurgents to regain strength and reignite 

the civil war. What differentiates EO from WatchGuard is their capability to field not only 

capable soldiers but also heavy equipment such as Armoured Personnel Carriers and Combat 

Helicopters. The use of heavy equipment put the PMCs on par with the capabilities of national 

armed forces, demonstrating for the first time that PMCs had the capability to be a private army. 

(Barlow, 2010) 

2.2. Post-Cold War 

The end of the Cold War brought with it a significant decrease in military spending around the 

world, resulting in gaps in the capabilities of armed forces such as the armed forces of the 

Russian Federation and the United States, which in future operations would be filled by PMCs. 

(Priest, 2011) These activities often concerned non-combat jobs in the fields of logistics, 

intelligence and construction of basecamps, infrastructure and basic amenities. (Singer, 2009) 

Beyond supporting the armed forces, nation-states also employed PMCs to act on their behalf 

outside the assistance of armed forces. A majority of Western peacekeeping training missions 

in Africa were conducted by PMCs such as the Wagner Group. (Singer, 2009) 

At the present time it has become impossible to pinpoint how many PMCs are active and where 

they are operating. It is common knowledge that all US and EU deployments are supported by 

PMCs and that Russian PMCs often provide ground troops in conflict in which Russia is 

involved only with indirect fire-support such as air cover and artillery. (Independent, 2019) 

3. Legality  

Private military companies and their contractors have no clear defined spot under international 

law. If a PMC is not actively engaging in conflict, the contractors can be defined as civilians 

and are thus protected by international law accordingly (ICRC, 

2013). If they, however, end up involved in an armed conflict they 

can be tried for merely participating without committing crimes 

against humanity, unlike regular armed forces and their soldiers. 

Because of the lack of clear definition an operator working for 

PMC that has been hired to operate alongside of the national armed 
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forces is not protected under international law and thus runs the risk of being treated unfairly in 

case of capture or surrender.  Furthermore if PMCs facilitate conflict through intelligence 

gathering and logistical support but do not actively partake in the armed conflict they cannot be 

tried for facilitating the conflict. This leaves the PMCs free to facilitate more conflict and thus 

brings forth the chance that a conflict situation cannot be resolved due to constant meddling by 

PMCs. 

3.1. United Nations Mercenary Convention 

In 1989 the UN General Assembly drafted the Mercenary Convention, outlawing the use of 

mercenaries by any actor, and working as a mercenary. In the Convention, mercenary is defined 

as follows: 

(1) A mercenary is any person who: 

a) Is specially recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in an armed conflict; 

b) Is motivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for private 

gain and, in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of a party to the conflict, material 

compensation substantially in excess of that promised or paid to combatants of 

similar rank and functions in the armed forces of that party; 

c) Is neither a national of a party to the conflict nor a resident of territory 

controlled by a party to the conflict; 

d) Is not a member of the armed forces of a party to the conflict; and 

e) Has not been sent by a State which is not a party to the conflict on official duty 

as a member of its armed forces. 

(2) A mercenary is also any person who, in any other situation: 

a) Is specially recruited locally or abroad for the purpose of participating in a 

concerted act of violence aimed at: 

i. Overthrowing a Government or otherwise 

undermining the constitutional order of a 

State; or 

ii. Undermining the territorial integrity of a 

State; 
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b) Is motivated to take part therein essentially by the desire for significant private 

gain and is prompted by the promise or payment of material compensation; 

c) Is neither a national nor a resident of the State against which such an act is 

directed; 

d) Has not been sent by a State on official duty; and 

e) Is not a member of the armed forces of the State on whose territory the act is 

undertaken. 

UN General Assembly (A/RES/44/34) 

 However, definitions used in the UN Mercenary Convention are not applicable to many PMCs, 

because as a mercenary you cannot be a national of a party to the conflict. Taking Iraq as an 

example, many PMCs operating in Iraq are of American origin; because the US is a party in the 

ongoing conflict situation in Iraq those PMCs cannot be classified as mercenaries. Furthermore 

because PMCs cannot be classified under international law as of yet, it means that the PMCs 

working for the US in Iraq are categorized as civilians if they are not actively engaged in the 

conflict. However not being actively engaging in combat does not mean the PMCs do not have 

influence on the conflict, they can still provide the backbone of the fighting soldiers through 

logistics, intelligence gathering and medical assistance. They can however not be held 

accountable for the facilitation of potential war crimes committed by the soldiers they are 

supporting. On the other side, if the employed PMCs do engage in conflict-related activities 

such as guarding and combat patrols they can be arrested for merely participating. And if a 

PMC operator in the latter group were to commit a crime against humanity they would be tried 

instead of following the line of accountability as would happen in the case of a soldier 

committing such a crime. This opens up the stage for executives in the PMC branch to get away 

with major crimes because a PMC operator does not recieve any protection under international 

law. So whilst one operator takes the fall the rest of the company can continue to their activities. 

Another glaring issue with the definition of mercenaries in relation 

to PMCs is Article 1.E of the Mercenary Convention which states 

that to be a mercenary the state employing you needs to party to 

the conflict. However, PMCs are also often employed by private 

businesses such as big oil corporations and shipping companies to 

protect their assets in a conflict area. This means that the 
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Mercenary Convention needs a big overhaul if it is to be used to regulate the actions of PMCs. 

The Mercenary Convention if adapted can include PMCs and their operators allowing for them 

to be held accountable for their actions in both facilitating conflict and being actively engaged 

in conflict. This would make sure that the actions of PMCs do not fall in a grey area anymore 

when it comes to accountability. 

3.2.  Montreux Document 

The Montreux Document drafted in 2009 is the result of four intergovernmental meetings in 

both Zurich and Montreux between 17 different nation-states, on the topic of regulating Private 

Military and Security Companies (PMSCs). (ICRC, 2009) The document is split up in two parts. 

Part One covers the division of states into Contracting States, Territorial States and Home 

States. (FDFA, 2009) For each category the document recalls the obligations of the States under 

International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law, as well as whether the conduct of a 

private person (contractor) should be attributed to a Contracting State under customary 

international law, which according to the final document it should. (FDFA, 2009) 

  
Signatories to the Montreux Document.(FDFA, 2009) 
Part Two discusses what constitutes good practices for regulating PMSCs. These include 

transparency in governments concerning the employment of PMCs 

and the adoption of licenses to individual private military 

companies allowing them to operate in a certain region. These 

good practices are meant to improve supervision and 

accountability. (FDFA, 2009) These good practices are intended, 

inter alia, to assist states to implement their obligations under 
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international humanitarian law and human rights law. For example if British Petroleum sends 

a private military company to guard their oil field in Iraq, the Iraqi government would sign off 

on a license allowing the PMC to operate around that oil field. This will leave a paper trail of 

who the private military company is, where they can operate and who they fall under. It is 

pertinent to remember that the Montreux Document is a non-binding document and carries no 

binding weight in the actual context of regulating PMCs within the UN (FDFA, 2009); the 

document can be seen as a guideline for how Member-States of the UN can regulate PMCs and 

outlines some best practices to increase the accountability over the actions undertaken by 

PMCs. 

4.  Distinguishing between PMC and PSC 

The UN workgroup on “Mercenarism and Private Military and Security Companies” (MPMSC) 

define PMSCs as: “a corporate entity which provides on a compensatory basis military and/or 

security services by physical persons and/or legal entities.” (MPMSC, 2018) In the world of 

Private Military and Security Companies (PMSC) as distinction can be made between Private 

Military Companies (PMCs) and Private Security Companies (PSCs). The case to make a 

distinction between the two is vital to regulation. Because they both act in totally different 

environments and if the distinction is not clearly outlined in any regulation the end result can 

have negative side effects. In an effort to stop PMCs from creating and sustaining armed conflict 

we end up limiting any actor from national governments to small business owners from 

guarding their property using PSCs.  When it comes to discussing possible regulation it is 

imperative to know the difference between the two: generally PSCs will not engage in combat 

activities and are thus used to guard certain areas vital to their employer. PSCs are everywhere 

in everyday life. They guard banks, shopping malls, houses - and in some cases even outnumber 

the police (see graphic below for more details). Furthermore, PSCs are often domestic agents, 

acting on home soil. G4S for example is a PSC often used by nation-states to guard vital areas: 

for example, in the Netherlands G4S is the primary actor 

responsible for guarding the entrances to military airports (Ibid).  
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Estimated number of private security workers and police officers in 2017, (Forbes 2017) 
On the other hand, PMCs go above guarding an area and are thus also heavily involved in 

combat operations, logistical operations and intelligence gathering. According to the MPMSC 

UN workgroup, the activities that a PMC engages in, in contrast to a PSC can be defined as: 

“specialized services related to military actions including strategic planning, intelligence, 

investigation, land, sea or air reconnaissance, flight operations of any type, manned or 

unmanned, satellite surveillance, any kind of knowledge transfer with military applications, 

material and technical support to armed forces and other related activities”. (MPMSC, 2018)  

5. The PMC Dilemma  

The use of PMCs brings a lot of benefits to their employers such as large international 

companies and national governments. Often achieving a greater versatility and expertise 

compared to regular units of national armed forces for the same 

budget, they can also be used without committing your own armed 

forces to a region. This allows nations to influence regions without 

facing public outcry in their home country for sending their armed 

forces abroad. Furthermore PMC casualties have a lesser impact 

on casualty sensitivity registers, which refers to the impact that a 
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military casualty has on the public perception of a conflict, compared to national armed forces. 

(Schooner, 2012) One of the reasons for this is because the death of a private military contractor 

receives less media attention than the death of a soldier; furthermore, armed forces are not 

forced to publish the death toll of private military contractors unlike for their own soldiers, 

giving the media less insight. (Schooner, 2012) The most notable example of this is the impact 

of the Tet-Offensive on the public perception of the Vietnam War in the United States of 

America. Before the Tet-Offensive on average Americans were in favour of the war. However 

the large scale Tet-Offensive started by the North Vietnamese led to an increase in American 

casualties. The greater amount of body bags sent back to the United States led to a switch in the 

average public perception of the war. Because more Americans were dying overseas the average 

American no longer believed the war was worth it. (Schooner, 2012)   

Besides the combat capabilities of PMCs, the use of PMCs for logistical-, intelligence 

gathering- and medical support allows armed forces to free up more personnel for active 

combat. These support capabilities could also allow the UN to commit to more effective 

peacekeeping missions. In the last few years efforts have been made to increase the capabilities 

of UN Peacekeepers; however they still fall short compared to the standard capacities of the 

world’s leading armed forces. The reason for these shortcomings often stem from the nation 

that sends them. In recent years western powers have significantly lessened their commitment 

to peacekeeping through contributing troops and this gap has been filled by upcoming nations 

such as Bangladesh, India and Rwanda (UN Peacekeeping, 2019). The shift in the origin of 

troops can bring with it less experience in peacekeeping and overall less heavy material 
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capabilities, such as helicopters and armoured vehicles. (Borum, 2017).

 

This bridge can be gapped by employing PMCs as support units. (Ibid.) The use of PMCs as 

support units would allow Troop Contributing Countries (TCC) to focus more effort on 

preparing their combat troops having to spend less time and focus on also preparing support 

units. Furthermore PMCs have demonstrated a greater ability to adapt to new environments and 

can provide continuity in a peacekeeping mission. (Ibid.) Because TCC often commit their 

troops for a set amount of time before they are recalled and replaced by troops from another 

nation, PMCs do not have this issue and can keep the same people in place for a prolonged 

time. Minimizing efficiency loss in the support units due to there not being a transition period. 

(Ibid.)  

However as long as there is no clear regulation of PMCs and questions remain regarding how 

to hold PMCs accountable under international law, it will be tough 

for organisations such as the UN to employ PMCs. This is because 

PMCs carry a bad name in public perception due to scandals, such 

as the Nisour Square massacre in Iraq where private military 

contractors employed by the US government opened fire upon 

innocent Iraqi civilians, killing 14 in 2007. (Tavernise, 2018) This 
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led to strained relations between the US and Iraq and the licence for the PMC to operate being 

revoked by the Iraqi government. (Fox News, 2007)  

The UN itself has been using PMCs in recent years in order to provide security both armed and 

unarmed as well as for risk assessment and logistical support. (GDF, 2012) However it has 

come to light that UN Security officials do not know how many companies are employed by 

the UN to provide these services, highlighting a major regulatory oversight. (GDF, 2012)  

6. Case Study: Central African Republic 

The Central African Republic (CAR henceforth) is a prime example of how a PMC acts on the 

behalf of a foreign government and is capable of actively influencing the sphere of influence of 

the government which employs them. Since 2012 the CAR has been engaged in a brutal civil 

war destabilizing the region and creating a large influx of displaced persons. (UN MINUSCA, 

2019) In an attempt to curtail the civil war the UN Security Council placed a weapons embargo 

on the CAR, and France sent a peacekeeping force to the CAR to aid the government in 

regaining control. This force was supported by an UN peacekeeping force in 2014 in the form 

of the African-led MINUSCA mission. As of today there are 14,794 UN personnel in the CAR, 

with a mandate aimed at the protection of civilians.  

6.1. Russian involvement 

Russia took a keen interest to the CAR when the civil war broke out, as it was in Russia’s 

interest to bring the CAR into their sphere of influence, because of its strategic location in 

Africa and valuable mineral mines. (Stratfor, 2018) In order to do so Russia actively lobbied to 

repeal the arms embargo, and eventually succeeded in doing so in December of 2017. After the 

embargo was lifted Russia employed the Russian PMC the Wagner Group. The Wagner Group 

in the past has been active on behalf of the Russian government in Sudan, Libya and Syria and 

is often considered a proxy of the Russian government. (Foreign Policy, 2019) The Wagner 

Group was send to the CAR under the guise of training the government forces. In contrary to 

the UN mission the Wagner Group’s mission was aimed directly 

at furthering the interest of the CAR government to train and arm 

the national armed forces and control the civil war. However the 

Wagner Group was not employed by the CAR but instead by the 

Russian government. (McGregor, 2018) This meant that orders 

came from Russia, if someone wanted to gather information on the 
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PMC’s activities or wanted to visit their camp they had to get approval from the Russian 

government. 

 
Wagner contractors in the CAR, (Feral Jundi, 2018) 
It is estimated that at this point in time there are 1.400 active Wagner Group contractors in the 

CAR. However there is little information on the exact amount and their activities, as the Russian 

government does not allow reporting on the Wagner Group. However, it is known is that Russia 

and the CAR have successfully concluded a weapons deal through the Wagner Group. This 

means that the efforts for Russia to repeal the arms embargo have resulted in a beneficial arms 

deal for Russia. This new strong bond between Russia and the CAR is partly due to the work 

of the Wagner Group, signifying that PMCs can at times be seen as a proxy for a Nation-State. 

7. DISEC and PMC 

It is the task of DISEC to tackle disarmaments issues, global challenges and issues relating to 

international security. The role of PMCs in conflict is much debated but any serious steps to 

regulate PMCs have yet to be taken. DISEC is the perfect candidate to take such steps, allowing 

for discussion between the 193 UN Member-States on the topic. Furthermore in order to 

complete the task of tackling issues related to international security 

it is imperative for DISEC committee members to think about how 

the regulation of PMCs will impact current and future 

peacekeeping operations by the UN. However DISEC’s mandate 

limits it from mandating individual state action, sanctions or armed 

intervention. This means that DISEC provides the platform to 
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regulate PMCs but not to take action against nation-states that break set regulations. PMCs can 

bring benefits to the UN but also have detrimental negative effects, it is the task of DISEC to 

strike a balance and provide guidelines on the future of PMCs and the UN. 

8. Questions a Resolution Should Answer: 

(1) How should Private Military Companies be regulated in international law? Should they? 

(2) Should the Montreux Document become the standard regulation across the United 

Nations for regulating PMCs? If so, how would this be done? 

(3) Should the United Nations make a sub-division between the different functions of a 

Private Military Company and regulate each accordingly? How would this be enforced? 

(4) Should there be a distinction in International Law between Private Military Companies 

and Private Security Companies? How do these private-sector actors fit into the nation-

state-based international governing system? 

(5) Should the United Nations Mercenary Act be expanded upon to include Private Military 

Companies? Or should a completely new resolution be made targeting PMCs 

specifically? 

(6) Who holds accountability over the actions of Private Military Companies? 

(7) Should the UN consider using Private Military Companies for peacekeeping and peace 

enforcing missions? What are the potential implications of the precedence this sets? 

(8) How should Private Military Companies who violated international law be prosecuted? 

Where should they be prosecuted? By whom? 
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9. Suggested Readings 

• Global Policy Form (GDF) Dangerous Partnerships: An Executive summary about the 

UN and PMCs 

https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/GPF_Dangerous_Partnership__Executive

_Summary.pdf 

• GDF PMSC and the UN: General overview of past history between UN and PMSCs 

https://www.globalpolicy.org/pmscs/50225-pmscs-a-the-un.html 

• The Montreux Document: 

https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/icrc_002_0996.pdf 

• Humanitarian Practice Network (HPN) PMC: a word of caution: a general overview 

about the PMC industry 

https://odihpn.org/magazine/private-military-companies-a-word-of-caution/ 

The Invisible Army: Explaining Private Military and Security Companies 

• Open democracy: an example of the lack of transparency in the PMC industry in Britain 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/britain-is-world-centre-for-

private-military-contractors/ 

• Advantages and Disadvantages of PMC: Academic literature on the advantages and 

disadvantages of PMCs. 

https://www.academia.edu/29819409/ADVANTAGES_AND_DISADVANTAGES_OF_PR

IVATE_MILITARY_COMPANIES 

 

  

https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/GPF_Dangerous_Partnership__Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/GPF_Dangerous_Partnership__Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.globalpolicy.org/pmscs/50225-pmscs-a-the-un.html
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/icrc_002_0996.pdf
https://odihpn.org/magazine/private-military-companies-a-word-of-caution/
https://www.e-ir.info/2018/08/02/the-invisible-army-explaining-private-military-and-security-companies/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/britain-is-world-centre-for-private-military-contractors/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/britain-is-world-centre-for-private-military-contractors/
https://www.academia.edu/29819409/ADVANTAGES_AND_DISADVANTAGES_OF_PRIVATE_MILITARY_COMPANIES
https://www.academia.edu/29819409/ADVANTAGES_AND_DISADVANTAGES_OF_PRIVATE_MILITARY_COMPANIES
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Information about the Conference 

1. Conference Schedule 

Please note: This schedule is subject to change. For the most up-to-date schedule, please 

check: hammun.de/conference-schedule 
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2. Rules of Procedure 

HamMUN 2019 session will follow the Rules of Procedure which can be found here: 

http://hammun.de/rops/. 

For first time delegates we recommend participating in the Rules of Procedure workshop on 

Thursday. 

3. Emergency Phone Numbers 

Police:   110 

Fire Brigade:  112 

Casualty doctor: 112 

4. Important Addresses 

Conference venue: Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 20146 Hamburg (and other places at 

Hamburg University main campus) 

Opening ceremony: Laeiszhalle, Kleiner Konzertsaal, Johannes-Brahms-Platz, 20355 

Hamburg 

Registration: Audimax Garderobe, Von-Melle-Park 4, 20146 Hamburg 

Committee Evening:  Different places, your chairs will inform you 

Silent Disco:   Club Hamburg, Reeperbahn 48, 20359 Hamburg 

Delegate Ball:   Gruenspan, Große Freiheit 58, 22767 Gamburg 

5. Public Transport 

During the conference, your badge will be your ticket. Please have your badge with you all 

the time! Public Transport in Hamburg will provide you with busses, tubes and city railroads. 

Service Times: 

Wednesday + Thursday: Service stops at 1 am, afterwards you can only take night 

busses 

 Friday – Sunday: Whole night service 

Stops near to conference venues: 

 Conference venue + Registration + Committee Evening: 

(different places at Hamburg main campus) 
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  S-Bahn Station Dammtor: Lines S11, S21, S31 

  Bus Station Dammtor: Line 109 

  Bus Station Universität/Staatsbibliothek: Lines 4, 5 

 Opening Ceremony: 

  Walking distance from Registration: 20 Minutes 

  Bus Station Johannes-Brahms-Platz: Line 3 

  Tube Station Messehallen: Line U2 

 Silent Disco (Fridays Social) + Delegates Ball (Saturdays Social): 

  S-Bahn Station Reeperbahn: Lines S1, S2, S3 

  Bus Station Davidstraße: Line 111 

  Tube Station St. Pauli: Line U3 

6. HamMUN App 

HamMUN is proud to offer a mobile app during the conference. You can get it on your phone 

by typing this URL https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019  into your mobile browser. 

Please note that the app is not to be installed via your app store but is a desktop shortcut of a 

mobile website! 

7. Water Supply 

In case you are thirsty (or sober), don’t worry. Water out of the tap is perfectly drinkable! 

8. Please bring cash! 

Unlike in other European nations, many stores, cafeterias and especially the social venues often 

do not accept credit cards! Make sure to have cash with you. 

https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019

