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Welcome Letter by the Secretary Generals 

Dear Delegates, 

we, the secretariat of HamMUN 2019, would like to give a warm welcome to all of you that 

have come from near and far to participate in the 21st Edition of Hamburg Model United 

Nations. We hope to give you an enriching and enlightening experience that you can look back 

on with joy.  

Over the course of 4 days in total, you are going to try to find solutions for some of the most 

challenging problems our world faces today. Together with students from all over the world, 

you will hear opinions that might strongly differ from your own, or present your own divergent 

opinion.  We hope that you take this opportunity to widen your horizon, to, in a respectful 

manner, challenge and be challenged and form new friendships.  

With this year’s slogan “Shaping a New Era of Democracy” we would like to invite you to 

engage in and develop peaceful ways to solve and prevent conflicts. To remain respectful and 

considerate in diplomatic negotiations in a time where we experience our political climate as 

rough, and to focus on what unites us rather than divides us. As we are moving towards an even 

more globalized and highly military armed world, facing unprecedented threats such as climate 

change and Nuclear Warfare, international cooperation has become more important than ever 

to ensure peace and stability. 

During the last year our team has worked tirelessly to turn HamMUN into a platform for you, 

where you can grow as a person, step out of your comfort zone and be the best delegate you 

can possibly be. We can’t wait to share it with you and are looking forward to an unforgettable 

time.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Leah Mathiesen & Tobias Hinderks 

Secretary Generals 
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Introduction Letter by the Chairs 

Dear Prime Ministers, Presidents and other heads of State, 

We are happy to welcome you to the 21st addition of the Hamburg Model United Nations 

Conference. During this conference we will be aiming to provide you a realistic simulation of 

the European Council. The committee will feature both experienced delegates, as well as first 

or second timers, but do not feel intimidated, as it is our job as President and Vice President of 

the Council (AKA your chairs) to ensure you have a feeling of inclusivity and no fear to 

participate and represent your chosen member state.  

This is an amazing time to simulate the bodies of the EU. With a rise in populist thought 

throughout Europe, increased tensions with allies like the United States, an ever-encroaching 

party in the form of Russia, and an increased feeling of otherness towards the EU, it is essential 

that we understand what the EU currently is, to make it into what it could one day be.   

We are all young people, most of us are citizens of the EU, and will see it change in our 

lifetimes. Many of us are interested in a future in politics, diplomacy and international relations, 

so it will be people like us who will make the changes, maybe even the people who you will be 

sitting next to and debating over the next couple of days.  

With Brexit looming over the EU, and the chaos that has followed it we must begin to see the 

role the EU does play in our lives. Through the debate, and an overall increased understanding 

of EU procedure you will see that there are shortcomings of the EU institutions. Many people 

will say that the EU is overly bureaucratic, that it costs too much money, that it takes away 

sovereignty from states and therefore not worth investing into. It would be impossible to not 

have bureaucracy in a union of this size, and by understanding the layers of operations can we 

understand how these arguments can be made and refuted to some extent.  

By the end of HAMMUN we hope to give you a better understanding of this unique 

supranational organization and give you a bit of hope for the future 

of Europe. And we, as chairs, hope that you have a good time and 

look back on this experience fondly.  

Kind Regards, 

Youri Moes and Peter Banks   
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Introduction to the Committee 

The European Council was created in 1974 as an informal forum for discussion between heads 

of state or government of the EU member states.  It soon developed a role as the body 

responsible for fixing EU goals and priorities. Under the Treaty of Maastricht in 1992, the 

European Council acquired a formal status and role - to provide the impetus and general 

political guidelines for the EU; in 2009, following the changes introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, 

the European Council became one of the 7 EU institutions.1 

The European Council defines the EU's overall political direction and priorities. It is not one of 

the EU's legislating institutions, so does not negotiate or adopt EU laws.2 Instead, it sets the 

EU's policy agenda, traditionally by adopting 'conclusions' during European Council meetings 

which identify issues of concern and actions to take. 

The members of the European Council are the heads of state or government of the 28 EU 

member states, the European Council President and the President of the European Commission. 

The European Council mostly takes its decisions by consensus. However, in certain specific 

cases outlined in the EU treaties, it decides by unanimity or by qualified majority.3 

The European Council meets at least twice every 6 months. Its meetings, often referred to as 

'EU summits' are held in Brussels, in the Europa building. Other people, such as the President 

of the European Central Bank, may be invited to attend meetings, depending on the issues being 

discussed.4 

Meetings are chaired by the European Council President. The President can also convene 

extraordinary European Council meetings when needed. European Council conclusions are 

adopted during each European Council meeting. They are used to identify specific issues of 

concern for the EU and outline particular actions to take or goals to reach. European Council 

conclusions can also set a deadline for reaching agreement on an item or for the presentation of 

legislative proposal. In this way, the European Council can 

influence and guide the EU's policy agenda.  

  

 

 
1 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/ 
2 “ 
3 “ 
4 “ 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/
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Topic A: Future of the EU as an Energy Union 

1. Introduction 

The institutions that became the European Union had 2 goals, goals that the EU has adopted as 

well. The first of these goals was to prevent another interstate war on the European continent; 

the second goal was to improve the lives and quality of living in Europe. The European Coal 

and Steel Community (ECSC) was one of these institutions, making war materially and 

logistically impossible, as coal and steel were essential as fuels of war at the time of foundation. 

These goals are still relevant and these goals are reflected in the Commission on their legislative 

agenda.  

The coal and steel of the past has been replaced with fossil fuels and electricity. The formation 

of an Energy Union was a long-term goal of the EU on the list of goals for the 2020 project for 

the EU. Therefore, it must be discussed by the council in depth, so that the conclusions of the 

council can be a guide for the legislation that the commission will craft. To accomplish this 

goal, members of the council need to be aware of the 3 main aspects of the energy union: firstly, 

the Use of Energy in the EU; secondly, the foreign policy aspect to energy production; thirdly, 

the protection of consumers who would be using this energy union.  

2. Use of Energy in the EU 

When we talk about the use of energy in the EU we should consider the two main uses of energy 

in both the domestic and the industrial sector. Councilors must find themselves informed about 

the use of energy to provide electricity and in the creation of heat. To make a good decision on 

what is important for the legislation to create an energy union, councilors should also be aware 

of the technical aspects of the energy sector. After this is understood, the discussion must be 

held on the energy sources that is used in these processes and the infrastructure improvements 

needed to make an energy union feasible. 

2.1. Technical Information 

Energy usage can be divided into four main stages of a supply 

chain. Firstly, the harvesting of an energy source; secondly, the 

conversion of the source into electricity or heat; thirdly, the 

transportation of this energy to the site of use; and lastly, the 
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effects of current energy usage (this will be studied through CO2 emissions). 

2.1.1. Stage 1: Harvesting 

Councilors should be aware of the sources of energy used within their countries. As you can 

see from the figure below, we can see the sources of energy used by each of the member states 

by percentage. Naturally, there is a difference in the harvesting of these sources which we must 

be aware of, if we want to understand how the energy union is meant to operate.  

 

Fossil Fuels include coal, natural gas, crude oil and petroleum 

products. These fuel sources are burned, either to produce exhaust 
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fumes that push turbines to make energy, or heat water and create steam for the same purpose. 

This creates kinetic energy, which can be converted into electricity.5  

It is common knowledge that fossil fuels are large emitters of CO26, a main contributor to the 

greenhouse effect known as climate change. These sources are finite and will eventually be 

depleted. In opposition to the fossil fuels we have renewable energy sources; these sources are 

infinite and do not emit as much CO2 (or any CO2 in some cases)7. Among these sources are 

Nuclear, Hydroelectric, Wind, Biofuels and Solar energy. 

Nuclear energy works in a similar way to fossil fuels in their mechanical working: a nuclear 

explosion denotes a fission of atoms, which is the splitting of atoms to create large bursts of 

energy and heat, in order to warm water and convert it into steam. This results in a considerable 

amount of waste water, contaminated with nuclear remains.8 The feasibility of fusion energy is 

often seen as a potential future resource. Where fission splits atoms, fusion smashes two atoms 

together, which releases huge amounts of energy. This energy is currently not feasible for 

commercial use, but the EU has the Fusion for Energy project, working towards making fusion 

energy a feasible energy solution.9 

Hydro energy (Hydroelectric Energy) is energy sourced from tidal installations, either on the 

ocean or in large rivers. The main image we associate with this type of energy is the 

hydroelectric dam, which uses the flow of a river to turn turbines with the running water. These 

are found in many places with large rivers.10 These installations are large, expensive, require 

maintenance, and have environmental repercussions such as blocking natural routes for fish, as 

well as flooding one side of the dam to allow enough pressure to spin the turbines. Ocean 

turbines are available but are very expensive and need high skilled labor to be maintained. Wave 

energy, river mouth installations and tidal current turbines are available, but not in widespread 

use. 11 

 

 
5 https://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/index.cfm?pg=area&areaname=fossil 
6 https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cafad249-

96f5-11e9-9369-01aa75ed71a1/language-en  
7 http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-

elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf  
8 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/nuclear-energy/radioactive-waste-and-

spent-fuel 
9 https://fusionforenergy.europa.eu/understandingfusion/ 
10 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/environmental-data-centre-on-natural-

resources-old/natural-resources/energy-resources/hydropower 
11 https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/ocean_energy_en 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/index.cfm?pg=area&areaname=fossil
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cafad249-96f5-11e9-9369-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cafad249-96f5-11e9-9369-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf
http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/nuclear-energy/radioactive-waste-and-spent-fuel
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/nuclear-energy/radioactive-waste-and-spent-fuel
https://fusionforenergy.europa.eu/understandingfusion/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/environmental-data-centre-on-natural-resources-old/natural-resources/energy-resources/hydropower
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/environmental-data-centre-on-natural-resources-old/natural-resources/energy-resources/hydropower
https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/ocean_energy_en
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Wind energy is also very well known for the large windmill instillations used to create 

electricity. The wind pushes the blades and turns the turbine in the windmill to produce 

electricity. As can be inferred from the figure, Belgium and Austria have large shares of their 

electricity produced through wind energy.12 

Biofuels are a large catchall term for the burning of organic material instead of fossil fuels. 

While the use of these fuels still emits CO2, the sources of biofuels are not finite like fossil 

fuels. Often this is organic waste, wood or refined organic material into an oil substitute.13 This 

field is rapidly expanding, with some companies working on the creation of artificial oil using 

naturally occurring algae, as a replacement for crude oil. The largest critique of this energy 

source is that CO2 is still emitted when creating electricity.14 

Solar energy is one of the most well-known renewable resources. Solar panels use the heat of 

the sun to warm water tubes to create steam and turn turbines to make electricity. These panels 

require a lot of physical space, with large solar farms being quite common in some European 

countries. However, as we can see from the table above, this does not account for a large share 

of electricity in any EU member state. 15 

Before moving onto the next aspect of the energy supply chain, we should mention the use of 

fuel sources in the creation of heating rather than electricity. There are 2 ways which energy 

can be converted into the heating of buildings, for example. This depends on the system 

installed at location.16 Some houses have gas heating whereas others have electrical heating 

systems. The gas-powered systems use natural gas to create heat. 

 

 

 

 

 
12 https://windeurope.org/about-wind/statistics/ 
13 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L1513&from=EN 
14 https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/new-dataset-algae-production-

europe 
15https://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/pdf/impacts_studies/study_solar_therma

l.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none 
16 https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-strategy-

2050/interview/academic-oil-and-gas-boilers-should-be-banned-across-

europe-by-2030/ 

https://windeurope.org/about-wind/statistics/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L1513&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L1513&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L1513&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/new-dataset-algae-production-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/new-dataset-algae-production-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/pdf/impacts_studies/study_solar_thermal.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
https://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/pdf/impacts_studies/study_solar_thermal.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-strategy-2050/interview/academic-oil-and-gas-boilers-should-be-banned-across-europe-by-2030/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-strategy-2050/interview/academic-oil-and-gas-boilers-should-be-banned-across-europe-by-2030/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-strategy-2050/interview/academic-oil-and-gas-boilers-should-be-banned-across-europe-by-2030/
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2.1.2. Stage 2: Transport 

After the electricity is produced, it must be transported to the needed locations. This is done 

through central electricity networks, as well as through gas lines for the natural gas-powered 

heating systems. The energy stations are connected through central transformers, which 

converts the electricity into a more stable form before being brought further to clustered 

electricity stations which split the electricity further into safer forms of electricity, before 

reaching the destination.17 These networks are usually a mix of above-ground and underground 

wires. These systems are complex and have a significant potential loss of energy in 

transportation from source to destination.  The figure below shows how many kilograms of oil 

equivalent is needed to make goods and services equivalent of 1000 Euros of GDP showing 

efficiency of energy usage and transportation in each member states. 

 

 
17 https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-

Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf 

https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf
https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf
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The graph above shows that energy efficiency is not unified across the EU, and varies between 

Member States. The energy supply chain efficiency is essential in making an effective energy 

union. Some estimates place 30% of energy being lost to transformation waste and transport 

inefficiency. Improving this could greatly reduce the energy needs of the EU.18 

Lastly, regarding transport of electricity, some member states export electricity to neighboring 

states, and it is important to note that electricity can not be bulked stored in a battery. It must 

be transported through cables, which are large infrastructural investments.19 Island nations like 

Malta rely on these transport cables for their electricity needs, which is why they require so 

much energy is needed for goods and services equivalent of 1000 Euros of GDP. If the energy 

union is to form, these networks might need to be expanded, so research might need to be done 

to improve efficiency.20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
18 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-

assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf 
19 https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-

Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf 
20 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-

assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf
https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf
https://www.europacable.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Europacable-Brochure-FINAL_Web-File.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/report-2018-assessment-progress-energy-efficiency-targets-april2019_en.pdf


European Council 

Study Guide 

Hamburg Model United Nations 

28th November – 1st December 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

2.1.3. Stage 3: Commercial Use 

Lastly, we must look at the use of this energy in the commercial sense. With private energy 

providers owning various aspects in the supply chain, the experience of consumers is often quite 

varied in the different member states. Also, with varying national legislation, taxation on energy 

is often done in a unique fashion in each member state. 

As per the chart above, we can see a huge disparity of electricity prices between Member States. 

This is mainly due to a large amount of taxation in certain countries, since energy companies 

are publicly owned in some countries and in others are private.21 In the private examples, 

companies compete for lower prices to offer consumers; however, the private systems might 

result in instable situations in which  companies declare bankruptcy, leaving many without 

power, or risk a monopoly forming, after which consumers would suffer from higher prices 

with little to no government intervention.22 In the publicly owned 

situation, taxation is high to maintain the networks and ensure for 

 

 
21 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e4c834ae-b7b8-11e6-

9e3c-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF 
22 http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-

elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e4c834ae-b7b8-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e4c834ae-b7b8-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:e4c834ae-b7b8-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf
http://www.easyres-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/understanding-elecricity-markets-in-the-eu.pdf
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a constant stream of energy.23 Both sides have a merits and disadvantages; it will be up to the 

councilors to discuss how to go about changing the systems, and to discuss whether all systems 

should be uniform and whether taxation should be the same in all EU Member States. 

The use of energy is spread around all sectors of the modern economy. The figure below shows 

the shares of energy use by sector. 

As we can see, the largest share is used by transport, followed by industry and household use. 

This is the case for the EU as a combination of all 28 member states. Councillors will be 

expected to see if this is not the case for their respective member states. Reduction in energy 

consumption is a european strategy to make the union less dependent on fossil fuels, and reduce 

CO2 emmissions.24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
23  “ 
24 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics
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2.1.4. 4. Effects of the Current Energy Policy 

As is often stated, we wish to see a carbon neutral EU in the future, and the energy sector is 

essential to reaching this goal. Below we will see a figure, showing CO2 emissions by economic 

sector. 

As we can see from the figure, the discussion held by the council is essential to reducing CO2 

emissions. The EU has implemented several strategies to incentivizing innovation and 

modification in these sectors to reduce emissions. For example, the Energy performance of 

buildings directive was created to make buildings more energy 

efficient, through electric water heating systems, opposed to gas, 

and greater insulation.25 The EU also wishes to see all new 

 

 
25 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019H0786&from=EN 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019H0786&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019H0786&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019H0786&from=EN
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buildings be energy neutral by 2020.26  These actions look to reduce the CO2 emissions in the 

fuel combustion sector of the figure. As the more and more renewable energy is used by energy 

producers we should also see a reduction in the energy producers sector. We can see the 

progress of these solutions in the figure below. 

As we can see, the EU as a whole is on track to meet the goal of reduction by 2020, however, 

in the next ten years a reduction of an additional 20% is targeted, a significantly more ambitious 

goal.27 This progress needs to be facilitated on a Member State level, which is why this must 

also be discussed as part of the energy union discussions, since the strategy needs to be closely 

incorporated with the changing energy landscape that we should be seeing in the European 

Union. One way we aim to do this is through greater investment and usage of renewable energy 

sources. The EU has set a union wide goal, and all member states have placed similar goals.28  

The goals per member state can be seen in the figure below, including the EU goal. 

 

 
26 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0483R(01)&from=EN 
27 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN 
28 Ibid. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0483R(01)&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0483R(01)&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0483R(01)&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN
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As we can see, many states have not reached their 2020 goals and will have until the end of 

next year to accomplish these goals. If these goals are taken seriously and reached, CO2 

emissions will reduce significantly throughout the EU and have a significant global effect.29 

We have seen 2 major ways to accomplish these goals: Firstly, reducing total energy usage as 

this will logically ensure that the reduced energy is non-renewable, this will increase the share 

of energy produced through renewable sources30; secondly, various state led projects to make 

renewable resources more appealing. Some of these examples might be useful for other member 

states. The EU has compiled these into a list of best practices for member states who are looking 

to reform their energy sectors to include more renewable energy and a step by step process. 

Firstly, reforming support structures for renewable energy, secondly integrating this into your 

market economy, and thirdly, reducing the impact on consumers.31 The Commission Staff 

Document on guidance for the design of renewables support schemes includes all these 

strategies.32  

3. Foreign Policy Implications 

While the EU does not have a full common foreign and security policy, energy policy has 

security implications. This is quite evident when we consider the dependency of the EU on non 

EU states for sources of energy.  

 

 
29 Ibid. 
30 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics  
31 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/epc_report_final_1.pdf 
32 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/com_2013_public_intervention_sw

d04_en.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Energy_saving_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/epc_report_final_1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/com_2013_public_intervention_swd04_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/com_2013_public_intervention_swd04_en.pdf
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As we can see, the EU has become more dependent overall in the last 17 years. Energy 

dependency is defined as reliance on other countries for sources of energy, and in the case of 

the EU, this means the import of energy or resources for energy production from outside of the 

EU.33 As you can see from the next 3 figures, one country is responsible for the lion’s share of 

energy imports for the EU: Russia.  

 

 
33 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN
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One of the main worries for the future of 

the EU as a coalition of likeminded 

member states is the reliance on outside 

forces. The EU worries specifically of 

the reliance on Russia for something as 

essential as energy. The threat of 

shutting off exports to the EU can cripple 

the EU’s ability to function and will 

cause great harm to the individual 

economies of the EU.34 Because of this, 

the EU is looking to move away from 

Russian imports.35 Renewable resources 

are one way of doing this, since there is 

no way to import these resources from 

outside countries. Another way is 

through creating new energy 

partnerships with other third-party 

countries for energy needs as well as 

mitigating the possibility for Russian 

interference in the energy sector.36  

An example of this is the TurkStream 

pipeline, a natural gas pipeline from 

Russia, through Turkey, into the EU. Many have claimed that since the Turkish state also uses 

the natural gas, a shutoff by Russia would affect Turkey, a non-EU state, as well, hurting the 

relationship between Russia and Turkey.37 This diplomatic safeguard is seen as a possible 

mitigator. New discussions have been planned for an extension to be planned, that would 

 

 
34 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0049&from=EN 
35 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-security/eu-oil-stocks 
36 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN 
37https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/commission_recommendation_on

_cybersecurity_in_the_energy_sector_c2019_2400_final.pdf 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0049&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0049&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0049&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-security/eu-oil-stocks
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0325&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/commission_recommendation_on_cybersecurity_in_the_energy_sector_c2019_2400_final.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/commission_recommendation_on_cybersecurity_in_the_energy_sector_c2019_2400_final.pdf
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connect TurkStream38 to Middle eastern countries and the countries in the caucuses, all of which 

have large natural gas reserves as well. Having other third-party states to work with will make 

the Union more stable, even if it doesn't reduce energy dependence per se.39 The effects of 

energy lockout from Russia is currently going to be felt most by the states that are more 

dependent on imports. Small states, southern and eastern European states will be the ones who 

feel this the hardest. The council must discuss solutions that would mitigate or remove this 

risk.40  

Modifying our economies to need less natural gas, oil and coal to function is also a logical 

solution and using European sources will reduce energy dependency on the Russian Federation. 

In this way, renewable energy sources be a great tool for the unity of the EU as a foreign affairs 

block.  

4. Questions the Conclusions should Answer 

(1) How can we increase the share of renewable energy in and across the EU? 

(2) How must national legislation change to bring the EU to a common standard of Energy 

production? 

(3) How do we reduce reliance on foreign and Russian energy sources? 

(4) How do we protect the European consumer from rising energy costs because of these 

changes? 

(5) What investments can be made in the energy sector to make energy cheaper and more 

readily available? 

(6) How can we mitigate energy shortages caused by third party countries? 

(7) How will large scale infrastructure projects be funded? Will these be funded by member 

states individually or must EU funds be made available? 

(8) How will we monitor progress towards a carbon neutral EU? Must goals for renewable 

energy be changed and better enforced?  

 

 
38 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/international-cooperation/EU-

cooperation-other-countries/russia 
39 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0330&from=EN 
40 “ 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/international-cooperation/EU-cooperation-other-countries/russia
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/international-cooperation/EU-cooperation-other-countries/russia
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0330&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0330&from=EN
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Topic B: Future of the Schengen Area 

1. Introduction 

The European Union is in a time of crisis. Its institutions are under a greater threat from forces 

who would wish to see them dismantled.41 Indeed, in the wake of the migrant crisis of 2014-

16, some member states have become increasingly sceptical of many areas of EU policy, 

Schengen in particular. The future of the Agreement is at stake, and it will be the discussions 

in this Council that will set the course of the EU’s future. With a population of 420 million, and 

a landmass of over 4 million km2, the Schengen Area is the most expansive, most populous and 

wealthiest borderless agreement in the world.42  

It will be the will of this Council that decides if this bloc remains united, or if the time to divide 

the Four Freedoms has finally arrived. Therefore, you must discuss issues including 

• The relative economic impact of reinstating border controls and customs checkpoints; 

• The accession of new states into the Area; 

• The issue of future migration crises, and 

• The model for the future of Schengen. 

These topics are only prompts, and—much like the whole Study guide—should be used as 

guiding examples as opposed to a rigid framework. We expect and appreciate a diverse and 

detailed discussion on these and other points.  

 

 
41 G., L. 2015. "Why The Schengen Agreement Might Be Under Threat". The 

Economist. 
42 "Schengen Area - Migration And Home Affairs - European Commission". 

2019. Migration And Home Affairs - European Commission. Accessed October 

1. https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-

visas/schengen_en. 
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2. History 

 

Since its inception, the European Union has been an organisation based upon varying ideals 

and views of the future of the Continent. Its genesis as a body created for the express and unique 

purpose of making another war between European states not just politically unthinkable but 

economically impossible,43 gradually evolved into one supporting more common policy such 

as economic integration, the creation of European level executive bodies, and, with the 

enactment of the Treaty of Rome in 1957,44 a series of key and (theoretically) unwavering 

tenets—namely, the Four Freedoms.45 These revolve around the free movement of goods, 

capital, services, and, most controversially, people. The Schengen Agreement was created in 

1985 (enacted 1995) to safeguard and extend those freedoms. Hitherto this point, EU nationals 

were able freely to travel between other member states upon the production of an EU passport 

at the border between two EU nations. After Schengen’s 

 

 
43 Joannin, Pascale. 2011. "Declaration Of 9th May 1950 Delivered By Robert 

Schuman". Fondation Robert Schuman - European Issue 204 (1): 1-3. 
44 European Commission. 1957. "The Treaty of Rome". Brussels. 
45 "The History Of The European Union". 2019. European Union - Europa.Eu. 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history_en. 
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implementation, the border controls of all signatory nations were, for citizens of the EU, 

abolished. The Agreement became an entry requirement of all countries entering the European 

Union after its implementation; however, it was a condition of the entry of the United Kingdom 

and the Republic of Ireland that they were granted an opt-out from the system on the basis that 

island nations had special needs for which Schengen did not cater.46 With the exception of 

Cyprus—which may not join the area until its border disputes with Turkey have been 

resolved47—all other Member States must eventually comply with the Schengen acquis. To this 

end, Bulgaria, Croatia, and Romania are currently in accession talks.48 49  

3. The Current Situation 

26 countries are full members of the Schengen Agreement. These are all the members of the 

European Union except the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, Croatia, Romania, 

Bulgaria, and Cyprus, plus four non-EU states: Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and the 

Principality of Liechtenstein. San Marino, the Vatican City (Holy See), and the Principalities 

of Andorra and Monaco are all non-EU members of the Agreement de facto, despite having 

never formally adhered thereto.50 

The largest alteration in Schengen policy came in 2015/16, when a number of countries (namely 

Germany, Austria, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and France) reinstated border controls at some 

internal European border crossings in order to attempt to assuage the issues surrounding the 

 

 
46 DECLARATIONS ANNEXED TO THE FINAL ACT OF THE 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE WHICH ADOPTED THE 

TREATY OF LISBON,. 2007.  §45. Brussels: EUR-Lex. 
47 European Parliament. 2005. "Turkey And The Problem Of The Recognition 

Of Cyprus". Strasbourg. 
48 "European Parliament Votes To Admit Bulgaria And Romania To Schengen 

Area". 2018. Schengen Visa Info. 

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/european-parliament-votes-to-admit-

bulgaria-and-romania-to-schengen-area/. 
49 Erlanger, Steven. 2019. "Romania Pushes To Be Treated As A Fully Fledged 

E.U. Member". Nytimes.Com. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/21/world/europe/romania-eu-schengen-

zone.html. 
50 COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS EU 

Relations With The Principality Of Andorra, The Principality Of Monaco And 

The Republic Of San Marino Options For Closer Integration With The EU. 

2012. § 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 2.4.2. Brussels: EUR-Lex. 
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migrant crisis,51 and, in the case of France, as a response to the terrorist attacks in Paris 

conducted by terrorists apparently using Schengen to cross Europe. The measure was allowed 

in order to avoid suspending Greece from the Agreement, following what the Council found to 

be “severe systemic failings” in Greek external security.52 Since this time, increased security 

measures such as the license-plate recognition scanners on the Ø̈resund Bridge between 

Copenhagen and Malmö have been installed in an attempt to discourage similar situations 

arising in the future.53  

4. The Future of Schengen 

As seen below, the cost of reinstating border controls in both Schengen and non-Schengen states 

would be calamitous to much of Europe’s economy;54 yet the ability of individual countries to 

have direct control over their national borders remains alluring particularly to those countries 

who have contended with swelling populations following the European migrant crisis of 2014-

16.  

The future of the Schengen Area will be 

dependent on the will of States to 

cooperate to maintain the freedom of 

movement principles. The economic 

hardship in the Eurozone, whose 

borders closely align with that of the 

Schengen Area, have caused many of 

the Schengen countries to adopt much 

more overtly protectionist policy in order to safeguard jobs and wealth creation from the 

“threat” of economic leakages due to the freedom of movement that Schengen ensures. 

The success of Schengen will be measured by its longevity. What measures will the European 

Union take to ensure its survival, if any? To follow the example set by the Danish and Swedish 

 

 
51 Bossong, Raphaël, and Tobias Etzold. 2018. "The Future Of Schengen: 

Internal Border Controls As A Growing Challenge To The EU And The 

Nordics". Stiftung Wissenschaft Und Politik 44 (1): 1-2. 
52 Carrera, Sergio, Ngo Chun-Luk, Lina Vosyliūtė, and Marco Stefan. 2018. The 

Future Of The Schengen Area: Latest Developments And Challenges In The 

Schengen Governance Framework Since 2016. 1st ed. Brussels: European 

Union. 
53 Ibid. 
54 BertelsmannStiftung, 2015. 
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governments and implement more security measures within Schengen in order to confound any 

potential criminals will be seen by many as a deep infringement of their fundamental human 

rights in the name of counter-terrorism.  

5. Bloc Positions 

The European Union at large contains governments with hugely varying global outlooks. The 

reaction to the Schengen Agreement is no different, and is one of the largest cleavages (if not 

the largest cleavage) in the Council at present. Hereunder is found a description of these 

cleavages, as well as a description of the historical changes in these divisions.  

5.1. The Original Five 

Nations: FR, DE, NL, BE, LU 

It is of little surprise that the five original signatories of the Schengen Agreement tend to remain 

its largest supporters. The governments of these countries, overwhelmingly comprised of 

liberal, progressive ALDE (Renew) group members and associates,55 56 are some of the 

strongest supporters of European integration and immigration. That being said, the Netherlands 

is showing degrees of reluctance to cooperate with a hegemonic Franco-German power 

structure, and is, along with its colleagues in the so-called “New Hanseatic League”, more wary 

of this integration than its colleagues. However, there is no scope for any of the Benelux 

countries to reinstate active border controls.57 

5.2. The “New Hanseatic League” 

Nations: NL, DK, EE, LV, LT, SE, (IE) 

The New Hanseatic League is a group of free-trade-supporting nations who, while still 

fundamentally pro-European, support a “smaller, sharper” European Union with a reduced 

budget and a focus on economic policy, rather than social or political issues.58 This being said, 

 

 
55 "Contacts - Prime Ministers". 2019. ALDE Party. 

https://www.aldeparty.eu/contacts/prime-ministers. 
56 Rose, Michel. 2019. "Despite Bruised Ego, Macron Starts Real Campaign For 

Brussels Influence". Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-election-

france-macron/despite-bruised-ego-macron-starts-real-campaign-for-brussels-

influence-idUSKCN1SX12L. 
57 "Benelux :: De Geschiedenis Van De Benelux Unie". 2018. Benelux.Int. 

http://www.benelux.int/nl/benelux-unie/tijdlijn. 
58 Khan, Mehreen. 2018. "New ‘Hanseatic’ States Stick Together In EU Big 

League". Ft.Com. https://www.ft.com/content/f0ee3348-f187-11e8-9623-

d7f9881e729f. 

https://www.aldeparty.eu/contacts/prime-ministers
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their view of a more restrained EU could play out in discussions on Schengen; many of the 

states participatory in this bloc have been hit hard by the immigration crisis of the last 5-8 years, 

and the rise of the extreme right59 has put these questions back on the table in many of these 

countries. The risk of their leaving the Schengen Agreement remains incredibly low; though 

they are more focused on reform of the Area than many other blocs.  

5.3. Iberia  

Nations: ES, PT 

The nations of the Western Mediterranean tend to be friendly to the aims of Schengen and 

European integration altogether. The countries of the Iberian Peninsula have only fringe 

movements against the EU and the free movement of people (though many would argue that 

the Spanish right-wing Vox is becoming a more mainstream force)60. In the immediate future, 

the progressive governments of both countries will likely remain in favour of the four freedoms 

and the Schengen Agreement.  

5.4. The “Rebel Alliance” 

Nations: IT, HU, AT 

A new emergence in the European debate, the governments of Italy, Hungary, and Austria have 

been (to a greater or lesser extent) united on a vision of a European Union of independent 

nation-states, and by logical extension, a withdrawal from the Schengen Area. However, 

following the recent events in Italy61 and in Austria62, this particular entente is showing signs 

of weakness as the two countries return to the political centre. 

 

 

 

 
59 Schofield, Jack. 2018. "Three Months After The Election, Here's Why 

Sweden Won't Have A Government For Christmas". The Telegraph. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/12/23/three-months-election-swedes-

wont-have-government-christmas/. 
60 Altares, Guillermo. 2019. "What Is The Real Power Of The Far Right In 

Spain?” EL PAÍS. 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/05/02/inenglish/1556783215_281399.html. 
61 "New Italian Government Formed, Allying M5S And The Center-Left | DW 

| 04.09.2019". 2019. DW.COM. https://www.dw.com/en/new-italian-

government-formed-allying-m5s-and-the-center-left/a-50287864. 
62 "Austria's Kurz Picks Technocrats For Cabinet Posts". 2019. BBC News. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-48363029. 
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5.5. The Balkans 

Nations: BG, HR, RO 

Three nations not yet incorporated into the Schengen Agreement, the Balkan states of Bulgaria, 

Croatia, and Romania are all very pro-European, with large parliamentary majorities for their 

continued membership of the Union, and are as such officially in the process of joining the 

Schengen Area. This being said, there remain barriers to their adhesion to the Agreement; not 

least the corruption and instability which is still fairly prevalent in these states.63 The other 

blocs, particularly the New Hanseatic League, therefore, are wary as to their entry.64 65 Despite 

the European Parliament granting their consent to the states joining Schengen,66 the political 

reality remains that the accession of these states is only likely in the medium-term. 

5.6. The Visegrád Group 

Nations: PL, CZ, SK, HU 

The Visegrád Group, formed after the fall of the Soviet Union, are some of the most anti-

Schengen countries in all of the European Union. Their parliaments tend to be strongly 

influenced by populist-right parties, either within government67 or as a strong minority in 

opposition. There is evidence that this may be an effect on the wane in some states in the 

Group—for example with the election of Zuzana Čaputová in Slovakia68 and protests against 

the alleged corruption of Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš. Nevertheless, as the power of 

 

 
63 "Thousands Obtained EU Citizenship For €5000 In Bulgarian Scam". 

2018. Euractiv.Com. https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-

affairs/news/thousands-obtained-eu-citizenship-for-e5000-in-bulgarian-scam/. 
64 "Dutch Minister ‘Bloks’ Bulgaria’s Schengen Accession". 

2019. Euractiv.Com. https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/dutch-

minister-bloks-bulgarias-schengen-accession/. 
65 Erlanger, Steven. 2019. "Romania Pushes To Be Treated As A Fully Fledged 

E.U. Member". Nytimes.Com. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/21/world/europe/romania-eu-schengen-

zone.html. 
66 "European Parliament Votes To Admit Bulgaria And Romania To Schengen 

Area". 2019. Schengen Visa Info. 

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/european-parliament-votes-to-admit-

bulgaria-and-romania-to-schengen-area/. 
67 Walker, Shaun. 2018. "Hungary's Viktor Orbán Secures Another Term With 

Resounding Win". The Guardian. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/08/hungarys-viktor-orban-

secures-another-term-with-resounding-win. 
68 Taylor, Paul. 2019. "Has Europe Reached Peak Populism?". POLITICO 

Magazine. https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/09/05/has-europe-

reached-peak-populism-228036. 
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Viktor Orbán remains firm, and the PiS under Jarosław Kaczyński seem insurmountable before 

the Polish elections in October.  

5.7. The United Kingdom  

The United Kingdom is one of two countries (along with the Republic of Ireland) in possession 

of a permanent opt-out of the Schengen Agreement. Border controls and customs checkpoints 

are present at all UK ports of entry, and the freedom of movement of EU citizens is somewhat 

curtailed. 

6. Further Reading 

• "Schengen Area - Migration And Home Affairs - European Commission". 2019. 

Migration And Home Affairs - European Commission. Accessed September 15. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-

visas/schengen_en. The perfect starting point for Delegates’ research, the website of the 

EU offers a pithy explanation of the Schengen fundamentals.  

• Bossong, Raphaël, and Tobias Etzold. 2018. "The Future Of Schengen: Internal Border 

Controls As A Growing Challenge To The EU And The Nordics". Stiftung Wissenschaft 

Und Politik 44 (1). This journal article is a fantastic, comprehensive account of potential 

futures of the Schengen Area. Don’t be scared, though: as journal articles go, this one 

is well-written and easy to digest.  

• G., L. 2015. "Why The Schengen Agreement Might Be Under Threat". The Economist. 

https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2015/08/24/why-the-schengen-

agreement-might-be-under-threat. Despite this being a relatively old article from The 

Economist, its points remain salient and offer an easy to understand review of the issues 

that faced (and still face) the Schengen Area.  

• Macron, Emmanuel. 2019. "Emmanuel Macron: Dear Europe, Brexit Is A Lesson For 

All Of Us: It’s Time For Renewal". The Guardian. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2015/08/24/why-the-schengen-agreement-might-be-under-threat
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2015/08/24/why-the-schengen-agreement-might-be-under-threat
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/04/europe-brexit-uk. 

Emmanuel Macron’s op-ed in The Guardian is a clear manifesto of change in Europe, 

including in the Schengen Area. As Britain leaves and France continues its dominance, 

how France reacts to developments in Schengen over the next years will be of crucial 

importance to the Agreement’s survival.  

• Carrera, Sergio, Ngo Chun-Luk, Lina Vosyliūtė, and Marco Stefan. 2018. The Future 

Of The Schengen Area: Latest Developments And Challenges In The Schengen 

Governance Framework Since 2016. 1st ed. Brussels: European Union. This is a huge 

book, so obviously don’t sit down and read the whole thing, but you may find sections 

useful for more specific areas of policy.  

  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/04/europe-brexit-uk
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Information about the Conference 

1. Conference Schedule 

Please note: This schedule is subject to change. For the most up-to-date schedule, please 

check: hammun.de/conference-schedule 
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2. Rules of Procedure 

HamMUN 2019 session will follow the Rules of Procedure which can be found here: 

http://hammun.de/rops/. 

For first time delegates we recommend participating in the Rules of Procedure workshop on 

Thursday. 

3. Emergency Phone Numbers 

Police:   110 

Fire Brigade:  112 

Casualty doctor: 112 

4. Important Addresses 

Conference venue: Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 20146 Hamburg (and other places at 

Hamburg University main campus) 

Opening ceremony: Laeiszhalle, Kleiner Konzertsaal, Johannes-Brahms-Platz, 20355 

Hamburg 

Registration: Audimax Garderobe, Von-Melle-Park 4, 20146 Hamburg 

Committee Evening:  Different places, your chairs will inform you 

Silent Disco:   Club Hamburg, Reeperbahn 48, 20359 Hamburg 

Delegate Ball:   Gruenspan, Große Freiheit 58, 22767 Gamburg 

5. Public Transport 

During the conference, your badge will be your ticket. Please have your badge with you all 

the time! Public Transport in Hamburg will provide you with busses, tubes and city railroads. 

Service Times: 

Wednesday + Thursday: Service stops at 1 am, afterwards you can only take night 

busses 

 Friday – Sunday: Whole night service 

Stops near to conference venues: 

 Conference venue + Registration + Committee Evening: 

(different places at Hamburg main campus) 
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  S-Bahn Station Dammtor: Lines S11, S21, S31 

  Bus Station Dammtor: Line 109 

  Bus Station Universität/Staatsbibliothek: Lines 4, 5 

 Opening Ceremony: 

  Walking distance from Registration: 20 Minutes 

  Bus Station Johannes-Brahms-Platz: Line 3 

  Tube Station Messehallen: Line U2 

 Silent Disco (Fridays Social) + Delegates Ball (Saturdays Social): 

  S-Bahn Station Reeperbahn: Lines S1, S2, S3 

  Bus Station Davidstraße: Line 111 

  Tube Station St. Pauli: Line U3 

6. HamMUN App 

HamMUN is proud to offer a mobile app during the conference. You can get it on your phone 

by typing this URL https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019  into your mobile browser. 

Please note that the app is not to be installed via your app store but is a desktop shortcut of a 

mobile website! 

7. Water Supply 

In case you are thirsty (or sober), don’t worry. Water out of the tap is perfectly drinkable! 

8. Please bring cash! 

Unlike in other European nations, many stores, cafeterias and especially the social venues often 

do not accept credit cards! Make sure to have cash with you. 

https://hammun.lineupr.com/2019

